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[$M s fee farther into the Truth and Rea- 
= ons of Things, but raiſe theſe Profane 
Cavils 3 Chriſtianity rather from 

their Hatred and violent Diſaffection 
to it, than from any ſingular Im- 
provements of Judgment and Reaſon. 
N 2. Be their Morals what they will, 
1 e it's ſtrange, and highly unreaſonable, 
vine eve: that Men ſhould diſpute the Councils 
lation. and Declarations of God in a well at- 

teſted Revelation. And while there 
ſtands upon a laſting Record certain 

and ſure Evidence of the Divinity of 

the Goſpel, that they will not admit 

. God to be a better Judge than Men, 

MN what is Wiſe, and what is Reaſonable, 

5 and what is Neceſſary for the Honour 

of his Government. If there was a- 

ny thing conſiderable to be pleaded a- 

gainſt the Sufficiency of that Proof 

which we have of the Truth and Di- 

vine Authority of Chriſtianity, this, 
lIlIceonfeſs, were the moſt proper place 
| -— to attack it in, Or if there was any 

thing trifling or mean in its Evidence, 

it might not then be altogether im- 
proper to allege the Unneceſſarineſs of 

2 Doctrin that had but little ground of 
Dertainty. But after the moſt Con- 

3 wueing 


l * + a 
* | | + * 
- * «a » 


* - 


in the Redemption of Man. 


vincing and Inconteſtable Evidence 


that the Nature and Circumſtances of 


= Things will admit, and ſeveral ſuch 


TS 


. 


_— ==... 2 OE 


clear and rational Vindications of the 
| Sufficiency of that Proof as, IT think, 


its impoſſible to give a fair and ratio. 


nal Anſwer to: In the Face of all this 
good Teftimony of the certain Decla - 
ration of God's Will, for any Men to 


take upon łhem to be the only Judges _ 


| what is agreeable to it, and ſtifſy to 

maintain, that this is Unneceſſary, and 

that Abſurd or Impoſſible, even 

when it is expreſsly declar'd in a well 

atteſted Revelation, is, I think; Im- 

pious and Bold, and _ to their own 
A 


Underſtanding, beyond all the Duty 


and Diftance of Creatures and Sinners. 
For if ever any Revęlation in the 
World eould reaſonably pretend to 
over-rule the Judgments of Men, and 

make it fit for us to ſubmit our own 


Thoughts and Notions, the Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt may juſtly claim this Au- 


thority over us, in that no other was 


ever yet atteſted like it. 4 
I confels, it's juſtly made one Cha- 


racter of every Divine Revelation, that 


it be worthy of God; and agreeable 


to all his known Perfections; and 
* 4 BE 


* 
* 


whatever is contrary. to this Rule is a 
real Objection. But then it muſt not 
be every thing which partial Men may 
ſet up as ſuch, that muſt be admitted; 
but only what is ſo evidently repug- 
nant to his confeſs'd Attributes, as tc 
be an undeniableBlemiſh to him, and 
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Will be found in the Sequel of this 
Diſcourſe, that this whole Evangeli- 
cal Diſpenſation is more for his Glory, 


4 I 
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vine Perfections, and his wiſe Govern- 
ment, than any other whatſoever. 

Now to make all this clear and 


plaing it "ON * "nc for me to 25 43 
: K Wo 


1 What . — Primitive Sta 
"ad Origmal r * Manki 
ts our — 5 


111. What is db t 1 | Coniditian of 
our Faln, Lapſed State, from whence 
the want of a Saviour, and the Ne- 
— 25 \Redemption, riſes. - And 

iS” Ha its 1 


in. 10 To ſhew how much bet 7 
— and more advantageouſly the Wif. 
dom, and Goodneſs, and Juſtice, and 
' Holineſs of God are diſplay'd in this 
method of Reconciliation = Salvati- 
on för Sinners, which the Chriſtian 
Goſpel” — than in any other 
way: or method that Mankind can 
en _ Knowledgeof. 5 


n 


I. Wass Was the Primitive State, 
and Original- Condition of Man before 
his Fall. And this I cannot but think 
very neceſſary to be firſt ſpoken: to, he-. 


4 


12 He Wiſdom of God, 
ing perſuaded that God's dealing with 
Mankind upon our Fall, has been with 
ſo particular a Reſpe& to the State 
and Circumſtances from which we 
fell; and that there is ſo cloſe a Rela- 
tion between the firſt Covenant of 
Works made in Adam, and this of 
Grace and Mercy in Jeſus Chriſt, as 
to the Reaſons and Principles on which 
they are founded; that the one can- 
not be ſuificiently accounted for, with- | 
out a right Underſt ding of, and a 
particular Regard 8 . Obligations 
Get 8 
Ges o-i· The true Account then of our Pri- 
einal Cove- mitive, Original State og to 
Marking,” our Fall, I take to have been this: That 
as we were then put into a State of 
Perfection, both as to Innocency and 
HFappineſs, both as to Righteouſneſs 
and Immortality; ſo it was the Origi- 
nal Decree and Covenant of Almighty 
God with us, to make our Felicity and 
Immortality the Reward of our Righ- 
teouſneſs, and to eftabliſh us in the 
one upon condition of our Perſeve- 
rance in the other, and not otherwiſe. 
In conſequence of which Original Co- 
venant and Law, fo cloſe a Relation, 
and ſo inſeparable a Connexion is made 
3 between 


ws 
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| in the Redemption of Man, 13 
between the Holineſs and Happineſs of 
Mankind, tllat the one could be pre- 
ſerv'd no longer than the other. That 
ſo long as we were entirely Innocent, 
we might be completely Happy and 
Immortal. But upon our firſt Tranſ- 
greſſion we were to loſe our Happineſs, 
to become Miſerable and Mortal, and 
to continue fo as long as we continu 
in a ſtate of Sin. Never to be intitled 
to perfect Felicity and Immortality 
again, till we could in ſome reaſona- 
bt and agreeable way of Righteouſ- 
| neſs and Juſtice be reſtor'd to that Ori- 
inal State of * from which we 
* | 45 ; 
Now as it is from this Principle that 
1 hope to vindicate the Neceflity of 
our Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt,” and 
as a great deal of the Force and Truth 
of our-Reaſoning on this Subject will 
| depend upon the Truth and Certainty 
of this Account of our firſt Original 
State, I ſhall accordingly ſet myſelf to 
| make the Truth and Certainty of that 
appear. And this 
1. Firſt from the Authority of Holy 
Scripture. And then, at 
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Th Wiſdom of Gad, 
U. 4 accounting for the ING 


bleneſs of ſuch a Covenant, and 8 
the Nane of 5 a Diſpenſa- 4 


tion. * 


. I am to prove how the Evidence g 


* Authority of Holy Scripture, that 
God did originally Decree and Ordain 
to eſtabliſn Mankind, in Perfect, Ever- 


laſting Felicity and Immortality, as a 
Reward of, and ùpen the eondition of | 
an Everlaſting *Perſeverance in his Ori- 


ginal Innocency and Righteouſneſs, 
and. not ao And * 2 1 wa 
Prove... 

1. From the Original Covenant * 
Law which God made with all Man- 
kind in. Adam concerning the forbidden 
Fruit. Gen. 2. 17. Of the Tree of Knows 


leage of Good and Evil thou ſhalt not Eat, 
Fur in theiday that thou eateſt thereof, thou 
ſhalt ſurely Die, In which Sentence, 


taken together with its Cantext, there 
are ns 3 evidently and certain 


105 imp _ 
1. That ſo long as Man by. keeping 
God's Commands preſerv'd his Inno- 


cence, and continu'd in that ſtate of 
Righteouſneſs and Holineſs in which 
God created and plac'd him; ſo long 


* ſhould certainly be mor tal, and 


at 
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at the leaſt, have the Bleſſings that F 
he then enjoy d, continn'&to him. 
2. That upon his firſt Offence or 
Diſobedience he was toloſe that Hap- 
dineſs, and to become obnoxious both. 
to Miſery and Deaths And theſe two 
Things together do, I think, ſuffici- 
ently diſcover what I now maintain, 
(viz.) That God did originally deſign 
and decree, that Immortal Bliſs ſhould © 
be the Reward of a Perfection of Holi- - © 
neſs in Man; and not otherwiſe to be 
hop'd for. 33% ae, obs” 


I « 


* 4 
. * 


I don't take upon me to determine 
anything concerning the Place of his 
Happineſs, if he had not ſinned; whe- 


ther it Was to have heen here on Earth, 


Nn a 

„or whether he was to have been at laſt 
t, tranſlated into Heaven above. For: 
; tho God might have been thus Boun- 
e, Ml fiful, and Generous in his Acts of 


Grace, if he ſo thought fir, and might 
have tranſlated him from the Joys of 

an Earthly Paradiſe to thoſe of Heaven; 
et. as the mg, al tells us, that Faln 

| Man gains Heaven only by Jeſus 

Chriſt, and is filent where his Immor- 

tal State ſhould have been, had he per- 

ſever'd in Innocence; we muſt leave 
that undetermin'd. All that concerns 


us 
2 
*. x 
8 * 
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by. 
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us to know, is, that we had been Hap- 


Py, and that we had been Immortal 7 


in that Happineſs, if we had not ſin- 
ned; and that we loſt it by Diſobedi- 


ence : And this, I think, that Text 


evidently enough declares. 

There are, I confeſs, two Thin 
objected againſt theſe two Concluſi- 
ons. J Rx 
Firſt, One by a Learned Man, who 
ſays, that the Scripture, which de- 
nounceth Death to Adam's Sin, makes 
no mention of any Promiſe. of Immor- 
tality to Obedience. But I am a little 


2 for ria d to find ſo great a Man to fall 
0 


ort in ſo plain a Matter. In that 
the very Denunciation of Death to 
Man's Mang ell. implies a Promiſe 
of Immortality, if he ſinned not. For 
as in theageneral Promiſes of God, 
there is always a Condition intended, 


tho' not mention'd, and always under. 


ſtood, thoꝰ not expreſs'd; without which 


Condition the Promiſes are not bind- 


ing, or of forcę: So alſo in his Threats 


and Denunciations of Calamities and 


Curſes, it is always to be ſuppos d, 


that by avoiding the Iniquities to 


which the Vengeance is denounc'd, 


the Evils threatned may be eſcap'd, 


„ 


os | 
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Thus when God ſent his Prophet: to 
declare, Tet forty Days and Niniveh ſhall Jonah 
be overthrown ; the Event ſhews, that 
by removing the Tranſgreſſions, which 
call for Judgments, the Calamities al- 
ſo may be prevented. 4 
| To be ſhort, in the very Nature of 4, imgi;- 
the Thing, a Law made with a Pu- e Proniſe 
niſhment annex'd to the Tranſgreſſi- hy 
on of it, is an implicit Covenant, that 20m 4 in 

none but thoſe only who diſobey it, ”_ — 1 

ſhall ſuffer what that denounces, With- Peab. 

out this, Laws and Covenants would 

be no Guides, no Comforts 'to the O- 

bedient. For where is the Bleſſing 

and Conſolation of ſuch in keeping 

the Law, if after all, they that keep, 
' and they that break it, ſhall fall alike 
into that Cllagury; which is made the 
Puniſhment of it? What would a Son 
think of that Father, who, to deter | 
him from any particular Offence, > © 
{ſhould threaten, that upon his Diſobe- | 
dience he would certainly difinherit 
him? Would he not from that Pe- 
claration alone conclude, - that by a 
faithful Compliance to his Father's 
Will, he ſhould certainly preyent that 
Calamity, and ſecure his Portion? Or if 
a Maſter ſhould be 4 inculcating to 
Ot. 70 n f 
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never ſinned. 
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The Wiſdom of God, 


to his Slave, that if he were Idle and 


Falſe he would never make him Free - 


Would he not, if the Maſter had any 
Character for Goodneſs and Integrity, 


would he not, I ſay, from ſuch Inti- 
mations reaſonably expect, that by Di- 
ligence and W he might obtain 


his Liberty ar laſt? This, in the com- 4 


mon Sincerity of one Man to another, 
muſt - neceſſarily be ſuppos'd. Much 
more then with a Gracious and Mer- | 
ciful God, a God of Love and abſolute 
Sincerity, and with whom there is no 
Deceit,no Colluſion: A lain Threatning 
of the greateſt Natural Evil, muſt in 

all Reaſon ſuppoſe a firm Reſolution 
_and Covenant, that by Obedience Men 
ſhould eſcape that Bull and by a Con- 


ſtancy in perfect Holineſs ſhould be 
| E in their Happineſs. 
T 


2. The Second Objection is partly 
brought to confirm the former, and 
is this; That as Man had originall 
no expreſs Promiſe of Immortality, ſo 


| < had no Natural Right, or Claim to 


but was Mortal by Nature, and 
mics, and muſt ane Died, altho' he had 
ſubmit ta the Truth of 

this Objection, ſo far as concerns Man's 
having no Natural Right to an Im- 
N mortal 
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pleaded as to the Appearance of Right, 
Which a Rational Creature, capable 
of Good and Evil, and in one Fart by 
= Nature Immortal, may ſeem to derive 
from God, of perpetuating, his Being 


what other Trrational Creatures, that 
have no ſuch Excellencies, and that 
wete originally made only for Servi- 
tude ka, Subſerviency to Man, can 
pretend to: And lioweyer, in debating 
rhis Point, ie may ſeem not a litrle 
hard, to inflit pre of the greateſt E- 
vils,and the expreſs Puniſhment of Sin, 


— 


and kind Purpoſe towards Man, than 
| as Evidences of an Original Natural 
Right, I wave all this, andeturn to 


y Man had no Natural Right ro-Immor- 
0 i tality, yet God in threatning Death 
tO as the Puniſhment of Sin, muſt in that 


citly to Covenant and Promiſe, that 
| by not Sinning he ſhould live for ever, 


acteſfarily ariſes from. the Nature of 


* 


and Happineſs by doing geod above 


on 2 Virtubus and perfectly Innocent 
Creature, yet, looking on theſe Things 
rather as the Tokens of God's WII 


my former Argument, DDr, That if 


ad very Denunciation be ſuppos'd impli- 


and have his Felicities Eternal. This 


C 3 al 


rg 


mortal State. For whatever may be 


9 


all Laws, that have Rewards and Pu- 


niſhments annext. The Reaſon and 
Purpoſe of all ſuch Laws import an 


mortality and Happineſs were by that i 
Law declar'd. to be the Reward and i 


Fin the 


Exemption from the Calamity threat- G 
end, if the Tranſgreſſion be not com- 


: 


We muſt then from the fore- menti- 
on'd Words neceſſarily conclude, that 
Death is ſo truly and properly the Wa- 
ges or Puniſhment of Sin, that if Man 
had never Sinned he had never Died, 


never been Miſerable ; but that Im- 


Recompence of his Holineſs. But, 


2. The Truth of this is confirm'd 


rue Cauſe from the Scripture Hiſtory of the Ex- 


of Man s 
 Moniality. 


ecution of that Law. The ſame Scrip- 
ture which tells us that God inſtituted 
ſuch a Law, and made ſuch a Cove- 
naht, and which gives us an account 
that Man was never to have Died, 


but to have been abſolutely Immortal, 


if he had never Sinned, tells us alſo, 
that upon his firſt Tranſgreſſion, and 
Violation of it, he loſt his Title to 
Immortality, and became obnoxious 
both to Miſery and Death. This the 


Words plainly and confeſſedly import, 
I the Day that thou eateſt thereof thou 


ſhalt 
1 


\ 
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Halt ſarely Die, i. e. Thou faſleſt under * 
the Sentence of Death, thou on that 
very Day becomeſt Mortal, and ſub- 
eck to Miſery; and at the laſt, when 
God thinks fit to take the Advantage 
of this Forfeiture, ſhalt as ſurely Die, 

as thou art now Alive. And the Event 
=& abundantly confirms this Interpretati- . 
on. For no ſooner had Adam tranſl. 
greſs'd the Law of God, and faln into 
Sin, but Miſery and Trouble immedi- 

ately came upen him. No ſooner did 

he Aber the Divine Command, and 
W loſe his Perfection of Innocence and 
RKighteouſneſs, but he felt the wretch- 


g | ed Effects of his Diſobedience in his 


Mortality. For tho' he did not in- +. SM 
ſtantly and immediately Die, yet he — 
inſtantly became Mortal, and had the - 
Foretaſts of Death in Shame, and Sor- 1 
row, and in becoming ſubject to all . 


9 the Evils of a Mortal Condition: To 

© Labour, and Trouble, and great Vex- 

nd Nations, that are the certain Forerun- 

to ners of a Diffplution, and gave him 5 
250 ſufficient Reafon to believe the Truth 


of what had been deelar'd, and the 
Certainty of what he was to ex- 


rt | . 
bo WE. e 
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-— The Wiſtom of God, 


And now what is the plain Conſtru- 


| _ Ron and Language of all this toge- 


ther, but only to make good what I 


am inſiſting on? That God's Original | 


Purpoſe. and Deſign was, to eftabliſh 
Mankind in a Perfection of Immortal 


vu 


Bliſs aud f. a Perfection of Righteouſ- 


neſs and Holineſs, and no otherwiſe ? 
For to decree that Man ſhould never 
Dies, if he had never Sinned, but 
that as ſoon as he tranſgreſs'd God's 
Law, he ſhould immediately loſe his 


Happineſs, and become obnoxious i 


both to Miſery and Death: This is, I 
think, effeQually to eſtabliſh by a Co- 
venant anda Law, that nothing leſs 

than a Perfection in Holineſs ſhould 
ſecure Man a Perfection of Felicity 
and Immortality; and by a Decree to 
DATE the one inſeparable from the 0- 
ther. 


But becauſe the Men that we have 


now to do with Ridicule the Books 
of Moſes, and have not a juſt regard to 
the Authority of any Divine Revelati- 
J C7 15 
2. To give ſome. account of the 
Righteouſneſs of ſuch a Covenant, and 


of the Credibility of ſuch a Relation, 


from the evident Principles of Reaſon, 
15 and 
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and the excellent Ends and Purpoſes 

to which it plainly ſerves. To which 

end let it be conſider'd, 33 "Me 

1. That Good and Evil are not Good and 


Things in their Nature indifferent Ei re 


efſemially 


and mutable, but have an Eſſential, different. 


Everlaſting and Unchangeable Foun- 
dation of Diſtinction between them. 
This is ſo apparent, that no Body can 
with any tolerable Modeſty Soy nw 4 
To aſſert the contrary, is in the Con- 
ſequence of it to ſay, that it's all one 
in Nature, to Worſhip God, and to 
Blafpheme him ; to Love your Neigh- 
bour, and to Murther him, to Defile, 
and to keep your ſelf Pure. And if 
any Man be ſo near approach'd to 
Madneſs as to aſfirm this; there needs 
no other Confutation than to appeal to 
the common Sentiments and Reaſon 
of Mankind againſt him. And if there 


be an Eſſential and Eternal Difference 


between Good and Evil, from hence it 
ſufficiently appears, 2 

2. That it was not an Arbitrary and The Diffe- 
indifferent thing with God, whether 79 = 
he would by his Laws and Commands cots 
enjoyn the one, and forbid the other; Laws. 


but that he was really determin'd in 


it by the: eternal Nature and unchang- 
T 4 able 
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able Reaſon of Things. A Holy God 


cannot but command what is Good, 
and forbid what is Evil. I deny not 


but that God may ſometimes make 

Trial of the Obedience of his Children 
in things of an indifferent Nature. But 
as our preſent Enquiry is not about the 
unchangeable Nature of any one ſingle 

Precept alone, but about the Principles 


of the Divine Legiſlature in general; fo 


I may truly fay, that a Holy God. cannot 


but command what is Good, and for- 
bid what is Evil. And conſequently 
that his Original Covenant with Man- 
kind, as to the general Intention of it, 
had its Foundation in the unchangeable 
Nature and eternal Reafon of things, 
It would, Iconfeſs, be very much 
to our preſent Purpoſe, to he you 
here, that there is in Nature ſuch a 
cloſe and unalienable Relation between 
Holineſs and Happineſs, that the one 
really conſtitutes the other. And that 
Sin in the natural Influence of the 
thing, as well as in the Laws and De- 
crees of God, is deſtructive of our Hap- 
pineſs and Bliſs. But becauſe this is a 
_ difficult, tho? I verily believe a certain 
Truth, I ſhall content myſelf onl 
obſerve, That the Abſolute and Biſen- 
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nal Holineſs of God, which is to him, 
if 1 may ſo ſpeak, a Rule and a Law 
in all his Diſpenſations, was the great 
X Reaſon and Foundation of all his Laws 
and Injunctions againſt Sin. Such a 
X Reaſon and Principle as did not leave it 


indifferent to him, whether he would 
forbid it or no. But ſuch a one as 
may not e be call'd an Ob- 
ligation to do all that Laws, and Pre- 
W cepts, and Commands, and Threaten- 
W ings, and the ſevereſt Denunciations 
could do to prevent it. This, I think, 
is no more than what it was indee 

neceſſary for a Righteous and a Holy 
God to do. The Holineſs of God con- 


ſiſts in, or at leaſt neceſfarily includes, 


a Natural and Eſſential Love of Vir- 
tue, and a Natural and Eſſential Ha- 
tred, and utter Abhorrence and De- 
teſtation of Iniquity. POLY 

A Holy Goc cannot but Love the 


one, and Hate the other; cannot but 


be ſollicitous to Promote the one, and 
to Prevent the other. And therefore 


Ido not ſee how a Being ſo perfectly 


and eſſentially Pure, could ſufficientl; 
atteſt his abſolute Abhorrence of all 
Sin, and eſpecially in the Government 
of Free Agents, without the ſtricteſt 
. ; | 5 Laws 
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Laws againſt it; and thoſe back'd 
with the ſevereſt Threatnings. The 
Want of either of which would have 
look*d too like Indifference, either in 
the Things themſelves, or at leaſt in 
the Will, and Opinion, and Efteem of 
him that governs us. And as theſe 
- Conſiderations ſhew how neceſſary it 
Was that God ſhould command Vir- 
XY tue and Goodneſs, and univerſally 
„„ forbid all Vice and Sin, we may add, 
© Aperfes 3. That the advantageous Condi- 
' obedience tion and Circumſtance of Mankind in 
vn our Original State, vindicated God in 
+ requird, 3 1 a 
«nd h. requiring an Obedience to the utmoſt 
Gen. i. 28. Degree of abſolurg Perfection. God 
made Man after his own Image by a lar- 
ger Communication of Wiſdom, and 
Knowledge, and Spiritual Power, than 
what any Man now on Earth enjoys. 
This, as it is related in Scripture, ſo 
tt muſt neceſſarily be granted, or we 
make God, and not Adam, the chief 
Author of Man's Apoſtacy. For if 
Man had been made, and ſent into the 
World from his Divine Hand with 
3 invincible Infirmities, and a natural 
- Incapacity of awoiding all the Evil 
that was forbid, and doing all the- 
Good that was commanded; as now 
- + "WY 
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in the Redemption of Man. 


ve are; this would reflect and throw 
all the Guilt of his Tranſgteſſions on- 


the Author of his Being. 

As therefore it muſt neceſſarily be 
confeſs d, that God originally made 
Man Perfect in his Faculties, and en- 


du'd him with a ſufficiency of Streigth 
and Capacity to preferve that Inno- 


cence entire in which he was created; 


ſo thoſe. Capacities and Powers ſpeak 


out plainly” what God intended by 
them. He that does nothing in vain, 


but orders all Things to uſeful Ends 


and wiſe Deſigns, had certainly never 


iven Man ſuch mighty Gifts, and put 
him into a Condition of living with- 
out Sin, but that he intended and re- 


quir'd that he ſhould faithfully em- 
ploy thoſe complete Endowments to 
ſo noble and worthy an End, and pre- 
ſerve by them that Perfection of Righ- 
teouſneſs in which he was originally 
created. In a State of Repentance 
and imperfect Holineſs, Powers and 
Capacities leſs complete had been ſuf- 


ficient. And we that are now under 
{ſuch a State, have therefore only ſuch . 


weak and incomplete” Abilities com- 


municated. But in a nobler Conditi- . 
on, and more Divine and Perfect, God 
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certainly 'deſign'd that Man's Obedi- 
ence ſhould be as exact as his Capa- 
city, and his Converſation as totally 
free from all Tranſgreſſion and Of- 
fence, as his State was from all Ble- 
« miſh and Infirmity. And if all theſe 
Things together made it reaſonable, 
and in any ſenſe neceſſary, that God 
mould forbid all manner of Sin abſo- 
lutely, and that too under the ſevereſt 
Penalties and Puniſhment upon Diſo- 
bedience, it cannot, I think, be de- 
ny A, but that, ; | „ 
4. Laſtly, The Execution of ſuch a 
Law by inflicting the Puniſhmght de- 
nounc'd was as neceſſary as the EnaQ- 
ing it. Neceſſary to give Authority 
to his Divine SanQtions againſt Sin, 
And that in theſe two Reſpects. 
The Puniſh 1. With reſpect to God, in the In- 
_— fluence it has to poſſeſs Mankind with 
Vinlication a deep and ſerious ſenſe of his Perfect 
= Holineſs, as the Foundation and Prin- 
* ciple from whence all his Laws and 
Injunctions againſt Iniquity proceed. 
It is evidently of the greateſt Moment 
imaginable to Mankind, in order to the 
Prevention of Sin, to have right No- 
tions, and worthy Apprehenſions of 
the perfect Purity and Holineſs of pr 
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= . in the Redempt ion of Man. 

XX God who has forbid it, and of the Ju- 
ſtice and Greatneſs of his Diſpleaſure 
upon the Commiſſion of it. And that 
becauſe it is the, univerſal Purpoſe and 
Aim of all Religion in the World, to 
make Men like God, and Conformable 
as much as may be to his Nature and 
his Will: So that they can never have 
their Notions and $6 Fa of the 
W Deity very much corrupted, but it's 
always found to have a very miſchie- 
vous bh upon their Actions. 

W This was one great Evil that attended 
W thoſe infamous Fables, and ſcandalous 
Traditions of the Gentile Gods. They 
not only gave countenance to the E- 
vils that Men committed, but while 
they found themſelves Conformable to 
their Deities therein, they loſt all their 
Shame and their Remorſe for thoſe 
Sins, and ſo were harden'd againſt all 
Thought of e e ... - 
And in Truth, to Conform our 
ſelves to the God we Worſhip, is ſo 
| juſt a Principle in, all true Religion, 
that the Goſpel itſelf commands us to 
imitate Him in all his imitablePerfecti- 
ons. And the having our Notions 
and Apprehenſions of Him right, as 
the Chriſtian Revelation helps to oy 
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| them fo, is one of the great Advanta. 

ges of this Religion, and one of thoſe 

p uſeful Means where 'F our Virtues | 

m.may becarry'd up to che greateſt Per- 

fection, and moſt noble Height. In | 

word, there is not any thing more 

uſeful and neceſſary in Religion, than 

for all Mankind to have a lively, juſt 

and ſerious Senſe of the perfect Righte- 
ouſneſs and Holineſs of Gd. 

And yet I do not ſee hpw ſuch a ſe- 

rious and lively Senſe of that perfect 

- Holineſs of God could be poſhbly kept 

up without ſome ſuch. a Covenant or 

Law. In that all Mankind univer- 

fſally have their Notions and Appre- 

henſions of the Deity,” agreeable to 

the Laws, and Precepts, and Com- 

mands that they at any time receive 

\ from him; and to the Diſcoveries that 

he makes of his Approbation, or Diſ- 

pleaſure in the Rewards and Puniſh- 

ments that are annex'd to them. And 

JfVVVVVV  Colbeb reds 

Thepuniſ- ' 2. Such an Inſtitution was of great 

—_— uſe in the very Diſcoveries that are 

inſtructive therein made, how much Man's Hap- 

1 pineſs depended on his Innocency, and 

of the miſerable Fruits, and ſevere 

Cala mities, that muſt follow his Tranſ⸗ 

CERES 75 | greſſions 
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Y in the Redemption of Man. 31 
1 2 and Diſobedience. Whereby 


ebe might become ſenſible, that there 
5 is no dallying or trifling in a matter 
of ſo very great Importance; in. that 
the Continuance, or the Forfeiture of 
e his Life and his Felicity depended 
n wholly on his faithful Care, and conſtant 
ſtPerſeverance in his Duty. And this is 
it that reaſonably accqunts for all the 


ſeeming Severity and Strictnęſs of this 
firſt Inſtitution. Nothing jeſs could | 


9 ſeem ſufficient to convince Mankind, 
ot that God was very ſerious, and in ear- 
ir 8 neft, in his Declarations againſt Sin; 
2 and thereby to make them alſo ſerious 
2 in their Care to avoid it. What in- 
ro deed could tend more naturally to re- 
n. ſtrain Men from the Evils that God 
76 had forbid, and to engage them to per- 
at ſevere in that Holineſs which He was 
f ſollicitous to preſerve, than to be aſ- 
12 ſur'd by an expreſs Declaration from 
id himſelf, that we muſt loſe our Happi- 
neſs with our Innocence ® Men, as 1 
at faid above, uſually form their Appre- 
Lok henſions of Things according to the 
p- vitible Effects which they diſcover 
od from them. What they can commit 


| with Safety and Impunity, they will 
1. Aways believe Innocent, and be ready | 


> 


e Wiſdom of Gd, | 
to gratifie their Inclinations in. But 
what they find provokes God's Venge- 
ance to an extraordinary Severity of 


Judgments and Calamities, that they 
will believe in reality Diſpleaſing, and 
may poſſibly be prevaiPd on to eſchew. 
And therefore the extraordinary Ri- 
gour of ſuch a Covenant, however it 
may ſeem ſevere, was yet very agreeable 
to the abſolute Holineſs of God, and 
in ſome ſenſe, neceſſary, conſidering his 
hearty Deſires, and earneſt Sollicitude, MW 
to prevent Man's falling into Sin; which 
any Eſtabliſhment more gentle and 
mild, and leſs ſevere, would have had 
Jo much the leſs Influence to prevent. 
I have gon thus far to make good 
my firſt Obſervation, both from Scrip- 
ture and Reaſon, viz, That God's firſt 
Original Purpoſe with Mankind was, 
to eſtabliſh us in Complete, Everlaſting 
and Immortal Happineſs, only upon 
an abſolute Perfection of Obedience 
and Holineſs, without any manner of 
Failure or Detect. And there is, I am 
yerily perſuaded, ſo much juſt Weight 
and Force in what has been faid to this 
Purpoſe, that it we were now to be 
put again into the ſame Condition and 
Circumſtances, the ſame Laws ood. the 
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inthe Redemption: of Man, 


be neceſſary to theſe Ends. 
llt would be reaſonable, and it would 
be neceſſary, in regard to God's Holi- 


neſs, to his Hatred of Sin, and his De- 


Wl fire to preyent it, that He ſhould for- 
Wh bid ir, and that univerſally roo; and 
book for, and inſiſt on an Obedience 
W 2s Exadk and; Cpmplete, as Man's Far 
Wh oultics were Noule, and. his. Abjlicie 
; eis t 


Perfect. Nothing an ſuch an u- 


niverſal and ſtrict Prohibition could be 
ſuitable to the Eſſential Perfections of 

the Almighty. It would be reaſonable 
alſo, that he ſhould Eſtabliſh and 
Confirm the Authority of his Com- 


mands, by a *Denunciation of ſome 
ſuch ſevere Puniſhment, as upon the 


ble, that Man's natural Comforts and 


Sin before God in the bitter Fruits of 
it. And tho? the Rules of PDiſcipline 
in a degenerate ſtate of Trial do not 
make it neceſſary that his perſonal 
Br W 


. 


3 


Diſobedience of Mankind he reſolv'd 
co inflict. And it would be reaſona- 


Enjoyments ſhould be made always 
ſo to depend on his moral! Practice 
and Behaviour, that he may in ſome 
meaſure diſcover the Deteſtableneſs of 


9 | fame Covenant would r eaſonably be "FD 
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that what is eternally Mt to be 
the Puniſhment of Sin, ſhould never 


the ever Jaſtin Reward of Holineſs and 


over again, the ſame Practice and Be- 
we now find it to be. Nothing leſs 


Felicity . Ting oh and. Complete, 


along with it. And 


— "ON 


The Wiſdom of God, 
Felicity ſhould 9 riſe 2 fal in 
exact meaſure to his Virtues and his 


Vices, yet the Princi 175 of Natural 
uſtice ſeem neceffarily to provide, 


be totally remoy'd tik all « our Guilt al- Y » 
ſo be done away. And confequently iſ 
what was eternally determin'd to be 


Virtue, ſhould never be abſolutely 
Complete, until our Holinefs and our 
Virtue were ſo too. And thus, if n. 
Mankind were to act the ſame Scene hal 


haviour would reaſonably and Tighte- 
ouſly make our Condition juſt what 


than an Abſolute Perfection of Righte- i 
ouſnes and Holineſs could make our 
Sin would brin iſery and Sorrow 
0 the Creatures 
who had no other Title to an Happy 
and Immortal Life, but by a Covenant 
with God of perfect and unſinning O- 
bedience, would find that the frft Sin | 
would make them both — and 
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in the Redemption of Man. 25 
And the Concluſion to be drawn 4 Se of 
rom all this Subſervient to our: main 2 
eſign is, That by an Original Law, in.onp- 
Ws Early and as Ancient as the Crea- * 
ion of Man, by an unchangeable In- 
atution and Decree, founded on the "% 
Purity and Holineſs of God, and on 
he eternal Difference between Good 

Ind Evil, a ſtate of Sin, and a ſtate of 
WHappineſs are abſolutely incompatible. 

A Sinner, while ſuch, muſt be miſe- 
able, muſt be obnoxious to Miſery 

nd Death; and can never be Immor- 

Wal, and eternally Happy, until he can 

e reſtor'd to a State of perfect Righ- 
eouſneſs and Holineſs. — And this 
Prings us to the, 2 D 
II. Second Thing to be conſider'd, Serm- It. 
The Condition of Mankind in our 
apſed, Faln State. What the Miſe- 


ies and Calamities of it are, whereby 
es Ne want a Redeemer to make our 
y WF cace, and a Saviour to deliver us. 
nt And here I have in ſome meaſure. 
)- Wprevented myſelf, in that Thave ſhew?d 
in Nou already, ; 


1. That as the Perfection of our Fe- 
city and our Immortality depended 


abſolutely and indiſpenſably on our 
nd | F 


a 8 7 , 9 
7 
o 


Lin alway 
productive 


of Miifoy. 


. The Wiſdom of God, 


perfect Innocence and Righteouſneſs, Wh 
ſo with Sin neceſſarily enter'd Miſery . 


and Death. And a State of Sin: m 


always be attended with Miſery and 3 * 
Afflictions. Bliſs and Immortality be-. 


ing conſtituted the Rewards of abſolute 
and ſpotleſs Innocency, the firſt Tranſl 


greſſion of our firſt Parents in conſe - 


quence of that made the whole Race 
and Poſterity of Adam to become both 


Miſerable and Mortal. Thus St. Paul 
accounts for the Miſery and Morta. 


 lity of our Faln State, Rom. 5. 12. Hil 


one Man Sin enter d into the World, aui 


Death by Sin, and fo Death paſſed «pu 


all Nen. The Words have a plain ani 
certain Reſpect to that Original Coli 
venant or Law upon which we no 
found our Argument. And God ha 


_ ſufficiently vindicated the Authorit 


of that Law, by a ſtrict Execution oli 


the Sentence denounc'd by it again 
Man's firſt Tranſgreſſion and Diſobe 
dience. And by the uninterrupted 
Continuance of Miſery and Death a 


mong us ever ſince we firſt fell fron 


that ſtate of Innocency. 
I know very well, that ſome, to 


void the Concluſions which neceſſari 


ly follow from theſe Principles, wo 


in the Redemption of Man. 236” - 
Nieggeſt, that it's ſcarce Righteous. 
Sn God thus topuniſh the whole Race 
f Mankind for the Sin of one angle 

Man. And there had been ſome Pre- 
Hence for ſuch a Plea, if we had had, 
ot a Covenant, but a Natural Right 7 
o Immortality. And Death might | 
gave been look'd on, as a meer Debt 1 
f Nature, originally appointed by the _ 
upreme Dominion of his Great Crea- 1 
Wor without any regard to Man's Diſ- 
bedience, had it not been expreſly 
Whreaten'd as the Puniſhment of Sin. 
ut when Mankind appears to have 
o rightful Claim to Immortality o- 
Wherwiſe than as in a ſtate of perfect 
Wnnocency, it does not at all impeach > 
e Righteouſneſs of God to withdraw 54 
hoſe Favours in a ſtate of Sin, which 
ere promis'd and intended only to 
compence a ſtate of Righteouſneſs. 
2. As we thus become Miſerable 
d Mortal, fo we axe like to continue 
n Miſery, and 1 the Powers of 
1 +4Weath, as long as we continue in a 
route of Sin. And fo as\that we can 
ever be reſtor'd to a Perfection of 
o mortal and Everlaſting Felicity, 
ſarWntil wagan be reſtor'd to ſuch a Per- 
dul con of Obedience and Righteouſ- 
„ neſs, 


28 
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"The Wiſdom of God, 3 
neſs, as that from which we fell. The 
Truth of this Obſervation is ſufficient- 
ly confirm'd from the Reaſons of the Wi 
ormer. For if God did indeed by an 


Original Covenant and Law Ordain 
and Decree that Immortality ſhould 


AP Hope 
of Mercy 


be the Reward of nothing leſs than al 
Perfection of Holineſs, ſuch a Law 
demonſtrates, that a ſtate of Sin, and 
a ſtate of Immortality, are L $ 
tible. And the Incompatibility of 4 © 
ſtate of Sin with a ſtate of Bliſs and 
Immortality, 28 plain! *demonſtrates, 7 
that there is no Poſſibility of rec 


vering our loſt Felicity, till we can bi 
reſtor d to our Original Righteouſne,l 


And this is a Conſideration that ought 
to be very carefully remember'd, eſ 
pecially ſince we muſt add, ; 
3. Laſtly, That as the Neceſſity dl 
all this proceeded from the indiſpen 


0:95 ſable Obligations of that firſt Law 


| Conditions 


agree able 
to God's 


fr FDecrees 


and the eternal Reaſons on which i 
was founded; ſo the Reſtitution of 
Mankind to our Original State wa 
not reaſonably to be expected, in that 
it could not fo righteouſly be accom: 


pliſh'd, but in ſuch a Way, and on 


ſuch Conditions, as are confifiint wit! 
the Ends, and Reaſons, and Princip! 
| 0 
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in tbe Redemption of Man. 

of that firſt Covenant, viz. The Ho- 
nour of God's Attributes, the Wiſdom 
of his Government, and the inviolable 


1 * 5 
SE? 


ſtitutions. As theſe were the firſt 
Principles of, and very ffrictly re- 


= . wo c 27 


— 
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Covenant with Mankind, ſo are they 
ſtrictly to be conſulted in the manner 
of our Reſtitution, and in the Condi- 
tions of our Pardon and Salvation. If 
the Obligations and Authority of that 
firſt Covenant had been ſuch as might 
reaſonably have been diſpens'd with, 
and righteouſly fuperfeded, then I 
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Redemption by the Blood of Chriſt, 
and by a new Covenant of Grace in 
him, could not be fo eaſily and ſo rea- 
ſonably defended, as now it may. But 
if the Obligations of that firſt Cove- 

E nant be irrefragable, and the Reaſons 
and Authority of it never to be ſuper- 


No Reſtitution of Mankind to his O- 
riginal State but in a way of Righte- 
oufneſs, in ſuch a way, and on ſuch 
Conditions, as conſiſts with the Ends, 
and Reaſons, and Obligations of that 


Authorit of his ſacred Laws and Con- 


garded in God's firſt Ordinance and 


W muſt own, that the Neceſſity of our , 


ſeded, the Conſequence is very plain. 
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2 vue ee 
Mabe "And?tis this indeed which de- 
termines -me ſo fixtly in Favour of 
© Chriſtianity: In that as I cannot but 
think the Honour of God, gand the 
Authority of his Laws, and eſpecially 
of that firſt moſt ſolemn Covenant, ve - 
ry much concern'd in the Conditions 
? upon which we are to hope for Recon- 
3 TClliation and Eternal Happineſs; ſo 
Axon the moſt ſerieus and impartial 
; Examination of Things, I muſt ſo- 
lemnly profeſs, that I cannot find all 
thoſe wiſe Reaſons and good Ends ſo 
Well ſerv'd in any other way and me- 
thod of Pardon and Salvation; as in 
that of our Redemption by the Bleſſed 
Jeſus, the Eternal Son of God. And 
this brings me to the, 


* II. Third General Head: 0 1 | 
_ to proceed upon, vi. to ſhew/ how 
3 much better, and more conſpicuouſly, 
the Wiſdom, and Juftice, and Good- 
neſs, and Holineſs of God are diſplay d 
in this Method of our Reconciliation 
and Salvation, which the Chriſtian 
Goſpel preaches by the Expiation and 
- Atonement of Chriſt's Death, than 
in any other Way or Method beſides 
that Mankind has Reis of, This 
„ e 15 
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js what ſhall now fer myſelf to make WY 1 
good. Andi that particularly by en- 5 
quiring, 


11 Into the great 1 net et TOY 
and Inſufficiency. of thoſe other Me 
thods, which the Enemies of Chriſti- 
anity mention and inſiſt on. And 
ee ſhewin | 
2. How, all at Sithar the Reaſons, 
or the Authority of that firſt Law 
ſeem to require, is much better 
form'd, and more amply fulkll'd by 
Jeſus Chriſt, N by the Reconciliation | 
$ 


publiſh*d in his Goſpel. 
1. The great 1 TER and 
Raney of thoſe other Methode 
that are mention*d and inſiſted on by 
our Enemies. And they, I think, are | 
chiefly theſe two. | 
1. That God by Virtue of his Su- 
preme Dominion and Power, has a 9 
undoubted Right of ſuſſ pending a Y 
my relaxing the Execution of his own 
4 Laws. w by that Right may par- _ 
don Sin, and reſtore Sinners, if he ſo 
think fit, without any Condition or 
n 


Expiation at all. Or, 
2. That if this Pa not fatisfaRory, 


8 yet the ſincere Repentance of the Sin- 
is Der, is of . a ſufficient Expiation ; 3 


15 and 


„ . im f Gat, 
and without any Sacrifice, ↄr Oblation 
$1 enough to make our Feabe, and to 
| 1 5 procure our Pardon. = 
| Theſe, 1 think, are the moſt mate- 
rial Pretences that our Adverſaries e- 
ver yet alledg'd againſt the Reaſona- 
bleneſs and Neceſhty of our Redemp- 
tion by the Blood "of Chriſt. And 
What real Force there is in either of 
them, ſhall be very fairly and candidly | 
 Examin'd. - ; 
PO... The firſt Plea is; - That God by 
Sin of A his Sovereign Dominion has an un- 
£::1-ay doubted Right of ſuſpending and ſu- 
benz perſeding the Execution of his o.] n 
e. Laws. And by that Right ma +. of 
| don Sin, and reftore Sinners, if 
think fit, without any Condssen — 
Expiation. This, I conceive, is what 
they mean, when they argue, -That 
God's Mercy is ſafficient for his Juſtice, 
Aud that he is as much inclin'd to Pity as 
to Puniſh. By which, if theſe Sayings 
are any thing to the Putpoſe, they 
muſt mean, that God in all Cafes may 
as well Pity as Puniſh. And lies un- 
der no neceſſary Obligations to the 
one, more than to the other. He is, 
as 85 think, eq ey free to w_ 
an 


in the Redemption of Man. | 43 
and determin'd wholly. and folely by 
his own Arbitrarious Will. pee A 
This is the Subſtance of their firſt 
* * 7 Force of which 
turns, they think, upon that fingle 
Fein Gate 3 eren and Hi ws 
trolable Dominion over his Creatures. 5 
But the true Queſtion in Diſpute is 
not Whether God has ſuch a Sovereign - _ 
Right, which we do not deny, but 
with all Humility acknowledge, and 
with the profoundeſt Venerapion we 
Adore him on that account. But the 
Queſtion is, Whether it be equally for 
God's Honour, equally agreeable to 
the Wiſdom of his Government, and 
the Reaſon of his Laws; to the Holi- 


— 


. 


\ nefs of his Nature, and the ſolemn 
| Sanction of his Covenants, td be re- 


conciPd to Sinners, by a meer Arbi- 4 
trarious Remiſſion and Pardon, and 1 
without any previous Conditions at 1 
all, as by that Expiation and Atone- 
Ment which the Goſpel preaches. If 

it be, I muſt then own, that our Ad- 

verſaries have gain'd their Point; and 

then adieu Chriftianity. But if it be 
not ſo, what Good will God's Incon- 0 


trolable Power do them? Or what 
Comfort can they hope for from his 
. Sove- 


yoo up þ SY 38- 
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The Wiſdom of God. 


1 Sovereign Right in | thoſe Caſes, in 


which we have all the Reaſon in the 
World to believe that he will never 


exerciſe that Right? And that this is 


Inconfiſtem 


withche0b- eee, te 
7465 trary Remiſſion of Sins is to the eter- 


Fri Law 


7 


indeed the Caſe now before us, will, 
I perſuade myſelf, evidently appear, 
when theſe three Things ſhall be con- 


ſider'd. 


1. How diſagreeable ſuch an Arbi- 


nal Reaſon, and unchangeable Autho- 
thority and Obligation of that firſt 
Conſtitution and Law, which made 
Death and Miſery the Puniſhment of 


of Sin, and Immortality incompatible 
with a ftate of Sin. It was not an 
Arbitrary Decree, but had its Foun- 


dation and Eſtabliſhment in the un- 
changeable Nature of Things: In the 


eternal Difference between Good and 


Evil. Eſtabliſnments and Conſtituti- 
ons, that are arbitrariouſſy den kel 
may, I confeſs, be as arbitrariouſly al- 
ter d and repeal'd; may be chang'd 
and ſuperſeded at the meer Will and 
Pleaſure of the Lawgiver. But when 
the Nature of Things is fixt, and the 
Reaſon of Laws and Decrees unchang- 
able and everlaſting, as founded on 
the unchangeable Nature and Perfe- 
5 a ions 


i | 


\ 


ide Redemption of Man. 


aAions of God, there the Obligation 
and Authority of the Laws become 
immutable, and can ſiever be diſ- 


pens d with. Such, I think, was the 
Nature of God's firſt Covenant with 
Man. By the indiſpenſable Obligati- 
on of which we all become Miſerable 
and Mortal. And indeed, why elſe 


45 


is it appointed for all Men to Die: 


As far as can conſiſt with the Reaſons 
and Authority of his Laws, God is 
moſt certainly willing to be Good and 
Gracious to Mankind, and deſirous 


by all means to promote their Eternal 
_ Happineſs and Salvation. ee 


this he cannot in Wiſdom go, 
it reaſonable to expect he ſhou 

therefore I lay down as a fixt and cer- 
tain Principle, and have already us'd 


it as the Teſt and Standard by which 


we are willing to be fo far try'd and 


determin'd ; That it there be any one 
Reaſon or Condition of pardoning Sin, 


or any one Mean or Method of re- 
ſtoring loſt Mankind, more agreeable 
than the reſt to the Nature and Per- 


fections of God, the Wiſdom and ju- 


ſtice of his Government, and to the 
Fternal Reaſons and Authority of his 
Laws, whether it be our Enemies or 


our 


r 


This 


{| 
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our on, that that we willingly ac- 


knowledge ought chiefly to be adher*d 


to, as the only Right way, as the beſt 


Religion, and the ſafeſt and trueſt 
Heundation of dur Hope. But that it 
is not this of an Arbitrary 
Will farther appear, if we conſider a- 


gain, 


Rr . 0 
f 67 That as: ſuch an Arbitrary Be- 


__ miſſion. is diſagreeable to the eternal 


5 


A, e I e c bead 4 ve- 


tie Neceſſi· 


ty of a fu- 


Obligation of That Law, ſo it's a Prin- 


Spie chat has a great many Abſurdities 
Wllowing, lies õpen to very dangerous 


and miſchievous Concluſions that may 


be acgund and drawn from it. Some 
of which are theſe DHB 


ry plauſible and dangerous Objection 


rure Fudg-apainlt the Neceſſity sf a future Judg- 


Ment. 


| ment, and a future State. For if we 


look no farther than to God's Sovereign 
Dominion and Right, he has certainly 
the lame Power to pardon” one Sin, 
as another; and by Conſequence, the 


ſame Right to pardon all Sins whatſo- 


ever, that he has to pardon any: For 


a Right 1 as His, 
has the ſame Authority in all thoſe 


Inſtances, taken univerſally, and in 


the whole Lump together, that it has 


in 


Remiſſion, 


© 


\ 


in the Redemption of Man. 
in any one of them alone: And con- 
ſequently, he chat by his Sovereign 
Dominion forgives one Sin out of his 
meer Will __ eaſure, may by the I 
fame Right forgive all the' Sins that '2 
ever were committed by any Law 
whatſoever, if he will. And therefore, 
if we ſuppoſe it not Unreaſbnable- for 
God by his uncontrolable Auth 1ority FE 
to exerciſe” ſuch a Right; What fs 
this, but at the ſame time to ſuppoſe, . 
that after all the Solemnity of his Di- 
vine Laws = 33 — ns He 
may yet reaſonably and righteouſſy 
W them all? "Abd if it he but ed 
the Intereſt and Comfort of Sinners, 
may ſuſpend them, and diſpenſe with 
theExecution of them all at — 
But hom then'ſhall God judge the World ? Nom. ils 
Or what good Reaſons can there be for 
ſuch a Judgment? or what N — 14 
is there of ever calling Men to account 
All the Neceſſity of it that I know of 
from the Principles of Natural Reaſon, 
ariſes from the Eſſential Difference be- 
tween Good and Evil, and the indif- 
Mable Neceſſity of Rewards and 
mifhments conſequent thereupon. 
But if the Puniſnment of Sin be only 
@ matter of Arbitrary Right, and not 
| h 0 


48 Tube Wiſdom of God, 
of Natural Juſtice, - there can be no 
real and eſſential Difference between 

Good and Evil, nor any Neceſſity of 
future Rewards and Puniſhments. 
This one Principle then, if it were 
once allow'd, wonld wholly ſubvert 
the Neceſſity of ſuch a Judgment, and 
deſtroy te Foree of all the beſt Argu- 
ments that can be fetch d from Reaſon 
only for it. For what two Things in 
Nature can be more contrary and in- 
conſiſtent with each other, than theſe 


two, The Neceſſity of Juſtice in pu- 
niſhing Sin, and an Arbitrary Liberty | 
to pardon it? If there be no fixt Prin- 
eiples of ſuch Neceſſary and Natural WM ; 
Juſtice, then I confeſs that our Ad- 
verſaries Opinion is Right and True. t 
But if the Juſtice of God conſiſts in a 
rendring to every. Man according to his N 
Works, it makes the. Puniſhment of 2 
Sinners as neceſſary as the Rewards of m 

the Righteous. And how this Neceſ- Pe 
ſity, and an Arbitrary Receſſion from pa 


his Right in pardoning Sinners with- MW A; 

out any Satisfaction can poſſibly con- m. 
ſiſt together, and with the Honour of Ce 
God's Perfections, I am not able to dif- In 


(Ver. | God 
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he Redemption of Man. 49 
Sod may indeed judge Mankind, 
if he will, ſay they, as their Sins give 
him a juſt Right, and make it rea ſon- 
able for him ſo to do. But according 
to theſe Men, he may, notwithſtand- 
ing all that Reaſon, and their Deſert, 
let it alone, if he will, and paſs all 1 

their Offences by. And then a Fu- 
ture Jud 3 is not neceſſary, be- e 
cauſe in the Conſequence of this Prin- " nl 
ciple, God may chuſe whether he will "M0 
judge Mankind or no. And yet if * 
there be no Neceſſity of a Future 

Judgment, there is no Neceſſity of a 
Future State; and ſo all our beſt Mo- * 
ral Arguments for that alſo loſe their | 
| Force. Thus you ſee what this No- 
tion of God's pardoning all Sins by 
1 an Arbitrary Exerciſe of his Sovereign 
5 Wl Right tends to, It utterly deſtroys 
all real Neceſſity of God's Engl Judg- 
ment of the World; and which is eſ- 
pecially to be taken notice of, it bears 
particularly againſt that part of the 
Argument which concerns the Puniſh- 
ment of wicked Men, and which by 
Conſequence ſhould have the greateſt 
Influence to reſtrain Mankind from 
Sin. From whence I obſerve, 
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Ani with 3. That this Notion can never be 

mr ay reconcil'd with the N eceſſity of Holi- 

lineſs in neſs in Men. For by what Arguments 
Nen. or Confiderations ſhall we be able to 
=_ make that Neceffity appear? The 


true Principle of it, and the indiſpen- 
fable Obligation to it, I take to ariſe 
awholly from the Eternal, Unchang- 
, able, Everlaſting Reaſons of thoſe 
Is which have enjoyr'd it. And 
| » If we once recede from this, how lit. 
/ tle have we to fay in its Defence? 
: Shall we ſay, that God has made Vir- 
tue, and Juſtice,” and Fidelity neceſſa- 
ry by the Laws of Nature and Reve- 
lation? T own, that he has grafted in 
us Principles of Goodneſs, which, if 
carefully. improv*d, would lead us to 
theſe Things; and He has confirm'd 
them by the Poctrins of the Goſpel. 
| Far” if Mankind grows negli- Wy! 
gent of theſe Obligations, and regards fe 
neither the Worſhip of God, nor Ho 
neſty among Men? God, it ſeems, e 
after all, may paſs this Contempt by, Not 
if he will, and is under no neceſſary 
Obligations in Wiſdom, Holineſs, or 
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Juſtice to do otherwiſe, © 


in — bf 1 Man: 


\ 


For, according to theſe Princi- 
71 there would be no neceſſary Ob- 
est tions at all of Puniſhing Sinners. 
Bot 8 ht then be ſaid for Par- 
doning, chan for the Puniſhmene- of 
For that, Love and Pity which 
God has towards all Mankind, as 
they are his Creatures, and chat ſin- 
cere Deſire, which of his Natural 
Goodneſs: he muſt needs have, that 
we ſhould not periſh, will doubtleſs 
incline him to ſhew Mercy, wherever 
be is not under ſome ſtrong Obligati- 
ons to the . And this Love 
would be a better Reaſon for the Par- 
Gp of all Sin, than what can be 
brought for the Puniſhment of any, 
if all depended entirely on his Will 
in the meer Exerciſe of Dominion and 
rower. For we cannot ſuppoſe, that 
2 God of Mercy, and Love, and who 
15 earneſtly def irous of the Happineſs 
of his Creatures, will ever condemn - 
any ſuch Creature to Miſery and Tor- 
ments, whom He may with equal Ju- 
ſtice, and without a Blemiſh to his 
Attributes, or Laws, or the Wiſdom 


E 2 


Aer his Government forgive. And ſo, 7 3 


rf this Were allow'd, all diners . N. 1 
nigh live in great Hopes of —ů --- I 
} 
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52 The wien f God, 
if there be nothing in the Reaſon of 
Things, and the unchangeable Prin- 
cCiples of Juſtice, that makes the Pu- 
niſhment of Sin and Sinners Neceſſa- 
ry, the Love of God to Mankind will 
make the Pardon of all Sins Reaſona- 
ble, And what Trifles then are all 
God's Laws and moſt ſolemn Denun- 
_ ciations, and how unneceſſary Things 
are Virtue andHolineſs, when, accord- 
ing to theſe Mens boobies, *the 
greateſt Sinner, after all his moſt ob- 
ſtinate Provocations, would have more 
cauſe to hope for Pardon, than to be 


afraid of Puniſhment? And what a di 
-Diſcouragement is this to all hearty of 
and ſincere Endeayours in Religion ceſ 

| For who would torment himſelf in the ¶ ut 
ungrateful Severities of true Repen- 1 


tance, and be at the Trouble to mor: 
tifie thoſe Luſts, and ſubdue thoſe Vi- Male 
ces, which he might even as fafel 
| a and indulge? And yet it mu 
be ſo, if all depends wholly on God's 
Arbitrary Exerciſe of his Sovereign 
Right. For tho' it be ſaid, that he 
may juſtly Puniſh, if he will, yet we 
can have no good Reaſon to believe 
that a Compaſſionate God ever will 
deſtroy thoſe Creatures, whom he 
5 may 


of 


e * | * 
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in the Redemption of Man. 53 
may with equal Reaſon, and Ju- 
ſtice, and Wiſdom ſave. Every Crea- - 
ture has reaſon to hope for all the Mer- 

v, and Clemency, and Pity, and 
Gn that it's not unreaſonable, 
and unworthy the Divine Perfections 
of God to vouchſafe him. If there- 
fore it's no Diſhonour to God, nor at bf 
all unworthy of him to pardon. Sins . 
Arbitrariiy, Repentance and Holineſs . 
cannot be Neceffary, in that God may 
ſave Men without them, if he will. 
| If then theſe Conſequences: appear 
diſagreeable to the common Sentiments 
of Mankind, as deſtroying all the ne- 
ceſſity of Virtue and a good Life, and 
cutting off at one Blow-all the Force: 
of Rehgion to reſtrain us, let 'the whole 
World judge if the Principles of them 
are not alſo unworthy of God, and 
diſagreeable to his Perfections. Which 
is moſt, for his Glory, to found the 
Puniſhment of Sinners ſo wholly' in 
the meer Arbitrary Exerciſe of Supreme 
Dominion, as to make it altogether 
unneceſſary to be inflicted; or on the 
Eternal "Reaſon and Difference of 
Things, which makes the Miſery of 
the Sinner not only Juſt, but Reaſo- 
nable and Neceſſary too? Which O- 
23 pinion 


3 


f 


| rial 22 di tern how. diſhonour able ſuch an Ar. 
fd. hitrary Remiſſion of Sins muſt be to 


1 ar Token can there be of the Reality 


Te Wiſdom of God, 
pinion is fitteſt to be . that 
which deſtroys the Neceſſity of Reli. 
on and Holineſs, or that which eſta- 
ilk it upon an everlaſting and un- 

_, changeable Foundation? But, 
rom hence too we may eaſily 


the Holineſs of God, and to the Wil 
dom of his Government. For where 
is the Wiſdom of Enacting ſuch Laws, 
and Eſtabliſhing ſuch Covenants, as 
there are no ſixt Reafons, or neceſſa- 
ry y Obligations of eyer putting in Ex: 
ecution? Or what. can be a greater 
Blemiſh . to his Holineſs, than to ſu- 
perſede at once the Necelſiry of bot; 
Virtue and Religion? Ad yet Who! 
ly to ſuſpend the Execution of his 
ws. by a meer Arbitrary Remiſſion, 
is indeed to ſuperſede the Neceſſity ol 
5 What Indication can 
Men and Angels haye of the ſpotleſs 
Purity of the Holy God, if there be 
no * Evidence, no viſible Fruits 
af his Indignation and Diſpleaſure a- 
gainſt Iniquity? And what Evidence 


of his Hatred and Indignation againſt 
= Sin, if it were agreeable to Reaſon and 
| | Jultics, 


in the Redemption of Man. 


ous receding from his Right? No; if 
God be indeed Holy, ſuch an Arbitra- 


ry Exerciſe of his Right muſt be un- 


worthy of him, and conſequently not 
reaſonably to be expected from him. 
And this is all that we contend for 


| here. Not to diſpute God's“ 1 | 
e 


Right, nor his Compaſſion to t 

| Miſeries of his Creatures, nor his Rea- 
dineſs to forgive any Offences what- 
ever he pleaſes, provided it be not in 


ſuch an Arbitrary way as ſhall ſeem 


inconfiſtent with his Natural and Eſ- 
ſential Juſtice, and Wiſdom, and Pu- 


rity; but upon ſuch Conſiderations 
and Conditions as are conſiſtent with. 


the Honour of all theſe. That he 
cannot honourably ſhew Mercy but 


on ſome ſuch Conditions, is what we 


do indeed plead for,” and cannot, in 


& 7 


Juſtice, to expect from him an Uni- 
verſal Pardon by this meer Arbitrari- 


regard toiis Perfections, recede from, 


_ while we obſerve an Eſſential Holineſs 
in his Nature, and his Laws wiſely 
founded on the unchangeable, eternal 


Reaſon and Difference of Things. 


j.. 
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k makes 


the Dam«- 


nation of 
Sinners ra- 
ther Arbi- 
trary than 


Righteous. 


one Man ſhall be. ſav'd, and another 


into the meer Arbitrary Will, and 


Repents, and the other does not. 


J 


1 


4. Laſtly. To pardon by a meer Ar- 
bitrary Exerciſe of Dominion and 
Right, in ſuperſeding the Authority 
of his Laws without impoſing any 
Conditions on us, has alſo this very 
1 and intolerable Evil in it; that it 
nally reſolves all the Reaſon of the 
Salvation and Damnation of Mankind 


Deſpotick Power of God; which is 
what the Principles of theſe, of all 
Men, ſeem by no means to admit 
For what is the Reaſon why any 


condemn' d? It muſt be, according to 
their Notions, only becauſe in one 
Caſe God will recede from his Right, 
and exerciſe an Arbitrary Power. in 
pardoning Sin, and in the other he 
will not. But you will ſay, the one 


What then? Has not God, whoſe 
Dominion is Univerſal, and abſolutely 
Uncontrolable, a Right to pardon the e. 
Impenitent, as well as the Penitent, t 
if he thinks fit? But you will ſay, that MW hi 
the Want of Repentance makes it un- 


it un- wy 
fit and unreaſonable for him to pardon 

him, If it does, then we ſee, that WW or 
e „ 


in the Redemption of Man. 5 © 
an unconditionate Pardon by a meer 
Exerciſe of Sovereign Dominion and 
Right is not reaſonable, is not to be 
hop'd for or expected. But, why does 

the want of Repentance make it un- 
reaſonable for God to pardon a Sin- 
ner? It is only ie Fe thinks him- 
ſelf in Juſtice concern'd to expect ſome. 
ſuch Conditions of Recanciliation, as.) 
may make the Pardon conſiſtent with 
the Honour of his glorious Attributes, 

and of his Laws, which a meer Arbi- 
trary Remiſhon is not. Grant me this, 
and it's all that I now cofitend for. 


ü And then we are only to conſider, | 
) what thoſe Conditions are, which, 

- God ſeems in 7 to his Honaur _ 

. oblig*d: to expect from us. But if you 3 | 
1 place all in a meer Deſpotick Exerciſe = 
e of Right and Will, God has the ame _- . 
c Right to pardon the Impenitent as the 

t. Fenitent, and him that Humbles him- 

ſe ! ſelf, as him that does not do fo. 


And if God reaſonably and juſtly may 
exerciſe that Right out of meer Arbi- 
t, trary Will and Pleaſure, he may, if 
at he will, do fo to the Impenitent, as 
n- well as to him that Repents. And 
on why then does the Wicked periſh? 
at only becauſe God will not TE 5 
nn " TR 


; 1 
2 E . 


\ 


this Right i in his behalf. which " rea- 
ſonably and juſtly might, if he would. 
So that in ſhort, you muſt either come 
to ſuch fixt and eftabliſht Rules of 
Righteouſneſs and Juſtice founded on 
the Principles of Holineſs, - Reaſon, 
and the Eternal Authority of God's 
Laws againſt Sin, as make it incon- 
ſiſtent with his Honour and Righte- 
_ *ouſneſs to recede from them; and this 
is with us to make an Arbitrary Re-- 
miſſion Unreaſonable and Unrighteous; 
or elſe you muſt :refolve all into ſuch 
meer Exerciſe of Sovereign Dominion 
and Power, as may extend to the Im- 
. penitent, as well as to him that Re- 
pents. And if ſuch an Arbitrary Ex- 
erciſe of Ri he were not . 
God would be under no neceſſary Ob 
ligations to puniſh either. And then 
and thus, the only Reaſon why any 
Man is cither Sav'd or Condemn'd, 
would be only this; God would have 
it ſo. In the one Caſe he exęrcis'd his 
Sovereign Right, and ſo the Man was 
Say d. In the other he would not do 
it, and ſo the Man muſt Periſn: Not, 
it ſeems, by any fixt Reaſons or Laws 
: of Juſtice founded in the Effential and 
. Eternal Nature of Things” * any 
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in the meer Sovereign Will of the Su- 


* 


preme, And is this Juſtice, and Righ- 
teouſneſs, and Holineſs ? I doubt it 
Jooks too much like Tyranny and Cru- 
elty to be imputed to a Gracious and 
Mercifyl God. For I verily believe, 
the Love, and Mercy, and ſincere Af+ 
fection of God to all Men to be ſo ini. 
nitely Great, that nothing but the ne» 
ceſſity of Vengeance to vindicate the 
Honour of his Juſtice and Holineſs, 
and the Wiſdom and Authority of his 
Government, and the Eternal Reaſons , 
and Obligations of his Covenants, 
makes him to aMiQ them for their 
Sins. And I verily believe, that he 
would for their ſakes, and in order to 
their Salvation, recede from any 
0 Rights, that he reaſonably and ho- 
2 nourably could, It's the Neceſſity of 
* . Vengeance, and of the Seyerity of 
Puniſhments, to vindicate the Glory, 
© MW and Wiſdom, and Juſtice of God, that 
5 make the 1 to be thought 


no Violations of the Divine Compalſi- 
lo on and Love. But to puniſh beyond 
t, i the Rules of Reaſon and Neceſſity by 
4 aà meer, Arbitrary Deſpotick Will, fa- 


yours, methinks, too much of Cruelty 
is be imputable to him. 
n Theſe 


— 


IF 


bo The Wiſdom of God, 
5 Theſe then are ſome of the miſchie- 
vous and abſurd Conſequences of 
pleading for an Arbitrary. Remiſſion 
of . Sins from\God by his meer Sove- 
reign Dominion and Right. And 
from the Conſideration of theſe Things 
together, I'cannot but draw this one, 
I think, very plain and certain Con- 
cluſion, viz, That one great Reaſon 
of God's dealing with us in ſuch a 
Method as our Religion ſets forth, 
and as that Iam now defending, was 
to make us ſenſible, that he does no- 
thing Arbitrarily in the Buſineſs of our 
Salvation. And that, becauſe he will 5 
not that any Man ſhould lay his final & 
> Ruin and Condemnation at his door, 
as tho' he had been deſirous of the M- | 
Death of any Man; He is rather ſol- 
licitous to conyince us, that he has f 
graciouſly invited us to be Happy on f 
ſuch Conditions as are agreeable to 
the fixt eſtabliſht Rules of Juſtice and | 
Holineſs, which have their Foundation 
in the tha Perfections of his Divine 1 |} 
Nature; by a Conformity to which F 
we may be Happy, if we will. That q 
to this end he has ſo far laid by his Su- 9 
preme Right as to enter into Cove- 
ghants and Obligations with us, that 
: TE 6 require 


ſtinate in Iniquity, after all that God 
has done by his Laws, and Commands, 
and 'Threatnings to reſtrain us, we 
muſt * blame our ſelves if we finally 
miſcarry. His Rules of Juſtice and 
Holineſs are in ſuch Covenants and 
| Decrees eternally fixt, and unchang- 
ably eſtabliſht, according to which 
we mult have our final Sentence. . He 
will not break thro' them by any Ex- 
_ erciſe of Arbitrary Power, whether it 
be to Save, or to Deſtroy us. But, 
3. Beſides the Unreaſonableneſs of The Four: 
ſuch an Arbitrary Remiffion, and the — 
Miſchiefs that would attend the Ex- flake lad 
pectation of it, we ſhould conſider N | 
_ alſo, on what miſtaken Notions this the Fuftice 
Opinion ſeems to have been built. And & 904 
here I muſt obſerve, that all who 
ſeem to favour ſuch a DoQrin, conſi- 
der Juſtice to be nothing elfe but not 
doing wrong. For tho? they define it 
to be 4 rendring to every one their due, 


yet 


"a | _ 
N yet Puniſhment and Miſery are not ſo 
| due, as that it would be an 1 7 to 

the Offender to forbear inflicting them 

For nothing is accounted injurious to 

any Man, that is to his Advantage. So 
altho' inflictin Puniſhment is due on 
God's part, as by every Tranſgreſſion 

he * 2 Right of inflicting it, if 

he will, yet, as they plead, God may 

recede from his own Right wheneyer he 

ET 233 And if he Joes ſo by refu- 

; ng to take the Advantage of his 
Creatures, and forbearing to inflict 

the Puniſhment deſerved ; this, fay 
they, is not unjuſt, becauſe it's only 
paſing by his own Right, and is no 

Wrong either to the Offender, or to 

any other of his Fellow-Creatures. And 

if he may thus forgive Sins to any, or 

all his Creatures, without doing them 

any Wrong, his Punithing, or his 
Pardoning, depends wholly on his 

\ Arbitrary Will. He may Puniſh, if 
he will; and it's not unjuſt ſo to do, 
becauſe the Sinner has defery'd it. 

And, fay they, he may Pardon, if he 

will, and that without either Conditi- 
on or Atonement, becauſe in ſo doing 

he does no Wrong. . 


This 


inthe Rillemption'of Man. 6g 
This is the Sum of their Arguing; 
concerning which T own the Truth of 
their firft Principle laid down, that 
God in receding from his Right is not 
ilty of any Injuſtice to the Sinner 
ſo forgiven. And 1 blefs God for the 
Comfort that we all find in this Aſſer- 
S tion. But here's the Weakneſs of the 
Concluſion drawn from it, that in all 
their Scheme, God is'conſider*d only 
with reſpe& to his Dominion, and So- 
vereign Perſonal Right, and — 
is regarded but his not acting againi 
the _—_— Right or Intereſt of his 
offending Creatures; whereas in this 
Caſe he ought rather to be conſider'd 
as a Holy God, and as the Righteous 
Governor and Judge of the Univerſe; 
and with regard not to his Dominion 
and Right only, but with reſpect to 
the Purity of his Divine Nature, the 
Wiſdom of his Government, and the 
Reaſons and Authority of his Laws, 
and an equitable and righteous ſudi- 
cature between all his reaſonable Crea- 
tures. In that, if in the final Judg- ' 
ment of the World, he ſhould be ſup- # 
pos'd to act againſt any of theſe, it © 
will be as much a Blemiſh to his At- 
I tributes, and to his Righteouſneſs, as 
lis i ER. 
9 10 
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64 * The Wiſdom of God, 
if he acted againſt the Right of any of 
his Creatures whatſoever ;, for they are 


Attributes and . abſolute Perfections. 
Therefore it is that all Divines.obſerve 


ouſneſs : The one is call'd Univerſal, 
ty, and the Univerſal Rectitude of his 


Nature, by Which he can do nothing 
that ſhall be Inconſiſtent with, or a 


, 


both alike Inconſiſtent with his Divine 


in God a twofold; Juſtice, or Righte- 


which is nothing elſe than his Sancti- 


Blemiſh to his Divine Perfections. The 
other is call'd Particular, | by which 
God ties. himſelf to do-nothi r 
ry to*a Natural or Covenanted Right, 
that he may; be thought to have grant- 
ed to his Creatures; the doing which 


would look like doing wrong. Now, 
tho* the ſuperſeding the Obligation, 
Authority and Execution of his Laws 


| 
: 
is not unjuſt in this latter Senſe, yet 
it is in the former. It is no Wrong to 1 
his Creatures; but it is a Blemiſh and t 
a Diſhonour to himſelf. . And this is 2 


altogether. as Diſagreeable to, and as ff 


Impoſhble with God, as the other. 4 


And here lies the plain Fallacy of our I $i 


Adverſaries Pretence. If we conſider U 


God as a Righteous Judge, and an It 


Univerſal King, governing all Things R 
. „ 


Righteouſneſs of God in this Queſtion 

to onſider'd. Tis the Rectitude 
of the Divine Nature, which conſiſts 
in keeping up the eternal Difference |. 
between Good and Evil, by diftin- - 
| guiſhing the Conditions of Men in a- 
nother World, as they have been ei- 
ther Good or Bad in this. And this 
Juſtice not only gives him a Right to 

puniſh impenitent Sinners, but makes 
that, according to the Tenor of his 
Laws, as indiſpenſable a part of Righ- 

teouſneſs, as the rewarding the Holy 


and Obedient. For tho? to 'recede 


from his Right of Puniſhing by an 
Arbitrary Pardon is not Unjuſt to the 
dinner that deſerv'd it, yet it's highly 
Unjuſt and Injurious to God himſelf. 
It's directly contrary to his univerſal 
Rectitude and Perfections, to the 
\ F Wit- 
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Wiſdom of his Government, and the 
Reaſons/ of his Legiſlature, and the 


Divine Authority of his Laws. Right 
and Dominion are not the only Things 


here to be conſider'd, but the wiſe 


and reaſonable Exetciſe of them by a 
juſt judge, and a wiſe: and righteous 


Governor. And whatſoever is done 
by that Sovereignty alone, contrary to 


tlie univerſal Rectitude of his Nature, 


and the Reaſons and Obligations of 
his Laws, is Unjuſt in the latter Senſe, 


_ tho? not in the former. It's contrary 


to, and inconſiſtent with the univerſal 


diſtributive Juſtics of God, altho? it's 
no direct Imuſtice, or Perſonal: Wrong 
to any one of Mankind; and as ſuch, 
it's altogether unreaſonable for Man- 


kind to Expect it from him. 


The Uſe 
that Chri- 


ſtians ought 
ro make of 


this Conſi- 
deration, 


Lhave done with this Head, after 
that I have recommended the ſerious 
Conſideration of it to all that hope 
for Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, as well 
as to thoſe who are Enemies to this 
our Holy Faith. In that I am afraid 
that there is no one Thing which ſo 


much countenances the Profeſſors even 


of Chriſtianity itſelf, to live in tlie 
manifeſt Neglect of its Virtues and 


— 
1 


Duties, and to continue wicked in this 


Reli- 


e 
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Religion, /- notwithſtanding its moſt | 
earneſt Endeavours to bring them to 
Repentance, than the tacit Expectati- 
on of ſuch Mercy in their Pardon, as 
upon a ſerious Conſideration will be 
found very inconſiſtent with God's 
conſider him, as having a Sovereign | 
ight by virtue of his Dominion, of 
doing what he will. And while they 
look no farther than on his Sovereign 
Will, they never diſcern the neceffar) 
Obligations: that he is under to act 
confiftently with his Honour and Di- 
vine Perſektions, and with the Autho- 
g iy of his Laws; and in Conſequence 
1, af that, una voidably to puniſh Sinners. 
n {WHe may, I freely confeſs, du what he 
will by virtue of his Right and POW. 
er er; But chen it is as great a Truth, 
that he never will do any thing that 
ſhall be a'Blemiſh to his Honour, and 
to the wiſe Reaſons of his Govern- 
ment. If there be Holineſs in his 
Nature, Reaſon and Authority in his 
Government, He will not recede from 
ven the Laws and Inſtitutions of the Goſ- 
pel, in the Pardon and Salvation of 
the Chriſtian part of Mankind. He 
iS bas ſhewn by the miſerable Calamities, 
N F 2 „ 


6s The Wiſdom" of God, 


and the bitter Sorrows by which he is 


found to puniſh Sin in this Life, and 
by that Death which paſſes on all for 


the Tranſgreſſions of the firſt Cove- 


ſerves Puniſhment, but is ſuch à ne- 
ceſſary Reaſon to God why he ſhould. 


than he originally as as to Prohibit- 


Right over us, but he never will en. 


Heb. iv, I 


nant, how Dangerous and Unreaſon- 
able it is to expect, that he will ſuper- IM. 
ſede the Reafons, and diſpenſe with 
the Authority and Obligations of the 
ſecond.” In a Word, if there be any 
Truth in all that has been faid on this 
Occaſion, it all concludes in this one 
Remark, viz. That Sin not only de- 


puniſh it, as he can never in Wiſdom 
and Honour totally diſpenſe with; 
and conſequently he is no more Arbi- 
trarioufly indifferent as to Puniſhing, 


ing of it: Nor is the one leſs diſagree 
able than the other. He has indeed i 


erciſe this Right to the Blemiſh of his 
other Excellencies, Wiſdom, Tuſtice 
and Holineſs. ' Let us therefore Fear, 
leſt a promiſe being made us of entring in. N oui 


to his reſt, any of us ſhould ſeem to com ¶ anc 


ſhort of it. If we keep the Condition I pr 
ſincerely on our part, God is Faithful, Weſt 


who has promis'd, and will not de- and 


ceive 


in the Redemption of Man. 
ceive us. But as much as we deviate 
from the Laws and Rules there pre- 


Duty of Repentance, ſo much do we 
in proportion loſe our Aſſurance, and 
r- ¶ deſtroy our Hope. I can eaſily grant, 
th nay, I have maintain'd above, that 


he God of his great Mercy is willing to 
ny {Wave Sinners, and to preſerve them 
his from Vengeance and Deſtruction as 


nour of his Attributes, and the Au- 


Laws are founded. But as it's alto- 


imagine, that he ſhould ever ſo pro- 
ſtitute his Honour, and the Wiſdom 
of his Government, as to recede from 
theſe; ſo I am inclin'd to believe, that 


 honourably, or ever will pardon 
ins of Chriſtians, are thoſe deli- 
ver'd in the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. And conſequently, to feed 
our ſelves with Hopes of gentler Uſage, 
and greater Mercy than what is there 


elt Fally, and the greateſt Danger; 
Ind will doubtleſs in the Event be 


ſcrib'd, or are negligent of that great 


far as can be conſiſtent with the Ho- 


thority of his Laws, and the eternal 
Reaſon of Things upon which thoſe 


gether unreaſonable and abſurd to 


the only Conditions upon which he 


promis d, cannot be without the high- 
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erm. II. II. The Sec Yretenc 
the Enemies of Chriſtianity, 1s. That 


found as fatal and miſchievous to our 
Souls, as it is difagreeable to the ſpot- 


-- 


tion and Atonement be Neceſſary, yet 


ation, and of itſelf enough to mak: 


the Death of Chriſt, and the Wiſdom 


of God. Be not then decei vd, God is 
not mocł d; whatſoever a Man foweth that 
ſpall he alfo rep. He that ſowerh to the 
Hieſb ſhall of the Fleſh reap Corruption and 
Death ; but he that ſoweth to the Spirit 
Hall of the Spirit reap Everlaſting Life, 


they go in expreſs Words, That Repen- 


mitted againſt an Infinite Being. And 
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lefs Holineſs, and abſolute Perfections 


AUT OR Wy er 3, nth 
II. The Second General Pretence of 
if an Arbitrary Remiſſion of Sins be 
Unreaſonable, if ſomewhat of Expia- 
Repentance alone is a ſufficient Expi- 


our Peace, and to prevail with God to 
Pardon and Forgive us. Thus fat 


hay my 4A A yy a ea. - 


tance is the true and only Expiation of IF 
ana that bare Repentance is a ſuffi 


Compenſation for an infinite Offence com- 


ee 


this which makes all expiatory Sacri- 
fices Unneceſſary and Unreaſonable, 
deſtroys at one Blow the Neceſſity of 


_ —_— = 2 


+ 
OD 


of God. in our Redemption _— | 


g 


lay, before you the Falſeneſs of this 
2. Whether Repentance alone ca 


This ought to be the more carefully ont of 4 


meritorious Satisfaction of Chriſt's 


to be expected or demanded from the 


9 


My preſent Buſineſs then m di be, Te 


Principle; and to let you ſee, that Re- 
pentance alone is not, cannot be a 
fn cient Compenſation or Atonement 
for Sins committed againſt God. And 
to this End we mult conſider, 
1. What is meant by Expiation of 
Sins, and Satisfaction to the Ju- 
ſtice of God for em. And then 
we ſhall i better fee, —©© 
n 
and does anfwer all the Ends and 
7% 3 oe ee On 
1. What is meant by Expiation of Miſcbiefs 
Sins, and Satisfaction to the Juſtice of 6, 


God in order to the Remiſſion of them. „alen No-. 


conſider d, in that the great Difficulty 
we have to make Men ſenſible of the 


Paſſion; and of the Neceſſity of that 

to our Peace and Pardon, ariſesꝰ from | 
their not apprehendmg rightly what 

by that Satisfaction and Expiation are 
intended. Some have the very ſame 
Notion of ſatisfying for Sins, that they 

have of paying of Debts; upon Pay- 


ment of which there is nothing more 


4 
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ſite, 


directed and intended. 


Debtor, nor any Place left for free 
Grace and 1 Remiſſion and 
Forgiveneſs, Oth 

Satisfaction as the only Motive and 
Incitement to Pity, Compaſſion and 
Mercy, and thereupon think it an 
Abſurdity, that an offended Perſon 


ſhould appoint a Mediator to himſelf, in 


that this ſhews him to be reconcild before. 


hand. Theſe, and for ought I know, 


a great many more ſtrange Inconſiſt- 
encies and Abſurdities have been 
_ charg'd upon the DoQrin of Chriſt's 
Expiation and Satisfaction, only thro? 


the want of right Apprehenſions what 


the true Evangelical Expiation and 


Satisfaction is. To the clearing of 
this Matter therefore it will be requi- 


plain the true Notion of Satisfaction or 
Atrongment in general. 


II. That we ſhew from whence the 
Reaſon and Neceſſity of it, with re- 


ſpect to God, ariſes. 
IN. To what End and Purpoſe it is 


\ 


\ 5 x \ 
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ers look upon this 


I. That we rightly state and Ex- 


IV. What 


e s , Dt a te „ Ln as 


* I 
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IV. What is neceſſarily requir'd to 
anſwerall that EnüGe. 
V. Laftly. To vindicate the Truth 
| and Propriety of this Account, by 

ſhewing how it ſolves the chief Diffi- 

culties and Objections that are. rais?d 

about, and againſt this Doctrin. Theſe. 

Things will, I hope, ſet us in a true 

Light as to this whole Matter. And : 
from all this together, T doubt not but 

that we ſhall eaſily make appear how 

Trifling and Inſufficient Repentance' 

alone muſt. needs be to anſwer theſe 

great and glorious Purpoſes, But, 


I. We ſhould rightly ſtate the No- Th we 
tion of Satisfaction, and Explain what 77-9. 
is meant by Atonement or Expiation, exptain'd. 
in that a Miſtake here may be of mi. 
chievous Conſequence, and lead us on 
to ſome very erroneous and dangerous 
Opinions: And I am content at pre- 
e ſent, that both of em ſhould be thus 
þ deſcrib'd. The offering the offended 
Party ſome ſuch Conditions and Conſi- 
derations of Reconciliation for an Of- 
s fence committed, as he may think fir, 
and worthy of his Acceptance, in 2 
0 er 


— YT - 
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 _. The Wiſdom of God, 
der to a Pardon and Remiſſion of the 
Puniſhment deſerv'd by that Offence. 
Which, when it is done, the offended 
Party may reaſonably-be ſaid to be 
Satisfied. And he that offers ſuch 
Conditions, upon the Acceptance of 
them, may be ſaid to have Expiated, 
or Satisfied for his Offence. And this 
Expiation or Atonement imports, and 
ſuppoles the Criminal to be ſo far 
purg'd and clear'd of his Guilt, as 
thereby to be exempted from the Ne- 
ceſſity of ſuffering the Puniſhment 
that was due unto him. Thus is in 
ſhort, the true Nature and Meaning 
of Satisfaction in general. Which, 
apply d to the Caſe in hand, will teach 
us, that by ſatisfying the Juſtice of 
God for Sins, and ba. Thee Atonement 
or Expiation for them, no more is in- 
tended, than offering him ſuch Con- 
ditions and Conſiderations in order to 
the Pardon and Forgiveneſs of Man- 
kind, as may be fit and worthy of his 
Acceptance to that End. And that 
until ſome ſuch worthy Conditions, 
and acceptable Conſiderations are of- 
fer'd, the Sins of Man cannot pro- 
perly be ſaid to be Expiated. * 
FS thole 


bd 
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thoſe Conditions or to be, ſhall be 
e by and by. 152 


II. As to the Neceſſity of uch Ex. tes Neceſſ 
piation, it ariſes wholly from the un- 10 1 
changeable Reaſons and Authority. of Neagſſi of 
God's Laws, and the irreyerfible Od. Puniſt- 
ligations that the Sinner is thereby un-. 


der to ſuffer Puniſhment for his Sin. 


©" "ll 


) 

| 

For if there was no obligatory Reaſon 

$ or Neceſſity of Puniſhment, there 

N would, I think, be no obligatory Rea- 

, ſon or Neceſſity of Satisfaction or Ex- 

1 pfiation. Where the Rete Au- 

7 thority of the Law is in itſelf indiffe- 

, rent, Une di wr at Pleaſure, there | 
1 I mult confe 8, I do not ſee the N ef! 
f wt, of Atonement, but that an Arbi- 

t trary Remiſhon may be Reaſonable 
„and Juſt. So that the very Suppoſiti- 

|= on of wy neceſſary Satisfaction or Ex- 

o piation deſtroys, and is utterly incon- 

- ſiſtent with an Arbitrary Remiſſion; 

8 in that it ſuppoſes, and is wholly 

t founded on a Suppoſition of the N wo 


„ WW {ity of the Punitive or Vindictive Ju- 
i- W | ftice of God, ariſing from the unchang- 


J= able Reaſons, and irreverſible Obliga- 
it tions of his Divine SanCtions, Laws . 
ſe or Covenants, Which, it they could _ 


in 


The Wiſdom of God, 
in Reaſon, and Juſtice, and conſiſtent- 


ly with the Holineſs of God be vacated 
and ſuperſeded, I cannot fee how any 
Satisfaction or Expiation could then 


be neceſſary; but the Pardon might 


be Abſolute and Arbitrary. No two 


Principles in Nature, being to my Ap- 
prehenſion more Inconſiſtent and Re- 
pugnant, than the Neceſſity of Atone- 


ment for Sin, and yet the no Neceſſity 


of Puniſhment. | Wen 02:95 
The Neceflity then of an Atonement 


ſuppoſes the Neceſſity of Puniſhment. 


And the indiſpenſable Neceſſity of pu- 
niſhing Sin, and of inflicting the par- 
ticular Puniſhment denounc d by any 


Covenant or Law againſt it, | ariſes 


from the obligatory Authority of that 
Law, and from the eternal Reaſons 
and Purpoſes on which that Covenant 
is founded. Where the Original Prin- 
ciples and Reaſons of a Law are Ever- 
laſting and Unchangeable, there the 
Obligation of the Law muſt needs be 
Indiſpenſable. As therefore I have 
ſhewn in my former Diſcourſes, |. that 


the Reaſon of, and Motive to all God's 
Laws againſt Sin, and of the Puniſh- 


ments threaten'd upon the Commiſſion 
of it, had their Original Foundation in 
N e 


ho 
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the Holineſs of his Nature, and were 
intended to his Honour and Glory, in 
atteſting his utter Hatred and Abhor- 
rence of it, and his earneſt Deſire to 
prevent it; it cannot be, but that the 
Execution of ſuch Laws one way or 
other, muſt be as neceſſary as the firſt * 
EnaCting them. For to what End 
was the threatning of Puniſhment an- - 
next to the Sanction of the Law ? It 
was to deter Men from the Tranſ- 
greſſion of it, and particularly by bear- 
ing Witneſs that that Tranſgreſſio n 
was a Thing extremely offenſive, and 
diſagreeable, and diſpleaſing to God. 3 
It had its regard to God, and to his 
Honour, who in his Eſſential Holineſs 
was ſollicitous to prevent Iniquity, as = Bm 
well as to Man who was to be reſtrain'd _- 
from it. And therefore in a Law in 
which has its Foundation thus in the 
Perfections and Attributes of God, I 
cannot ſee but that ſome kind of Exe-+ 
cution of the Vengeance threaten'd 
becomes as Sacred, and Solemn, and 
 Inviolable, - as any other Part of the 
Divine Sanction. And thereby the 
Puniſhment of the Sin is as neceſſary, 
and as indiſpenſably requir'd to vindi- 
cate the Honour and ay > | 


# Ys WW 0 
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The Wiſtom-of God, 
God's Perfections, Wiſdom, Goodneſs, 
_—_— and Holineſs as the — 


t. There being ne other way of mak- 


n known his Abhorrence and De- 
12 of it, and that his juſt In- 
dignation by prone it, which after it 
is committed! is the proper Evidence 


of his Eſſential — but by the 


Severity of that Vengeance which he 
_ ſhall execute againſt it. Nor can 1 
ſee any Reaſon, why. we ſhould be 


tender of aſſerting ſuclra Punitive Ju- 


ſtice in God; which as it has its Fo 
dation in his Abſolute and Eſſenti 


Holineſs ; fit is particularly deſign d 


= to vindicate his Honour, and the 

Glory of his Attri and to male 
known the Diſag — of Sin, 
and his hear 7 Diſpleaſure againſt it. 
Such a'Vind)! 


fections as Holineſs itſelf; in that when 
the Threatning becomes ineffectual to 
prevent Iniquity, there is no other 
way left for God to atteſt the Sanctity 

of his Nature, -and the Reality of his 
Averſion to, and Abhorrence of the 
Evil actually committed, but by the 

, Severity of the Puniſhment. that he 


ö 
0 


ive Juſtice ſeems to me, 
to be a Divine Attribute, as Eſſential 
to, and Inſeparable from his Per- 


{hall 
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be in his Divine Wiſdom ſhould think 


on that from thence indiſpenſably a- 


| 7 ERS 
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ſhall inflict. And therefore when He 
had by an eſtabliſh'd Law and Cove- 
nant denounc'd Miſery and Death a- 
gainſt Sinners, and thus decreed that 
none ſhould be completely Happy but 
thoſe only who are abſolutely Righte- 
ous, it Was neceſſary that the Puniſh- 
ments threaten'd ſhould be inflicted, 
and no Deliverance and Eſcape: be 
nted to Mankind, only on ſome 
ch Conditions and Conſiderations as 


79 


equivalent to the . Puniſhment of the 
Sinner, and on that | account worthy 
of his Acceptance and ſufficiently for 
his Honour in order to a Pardon. This 
is what we call Satisfaction and Expi- 
ation; the Neceſſity of which proceeds 
from the Original Reaſon and Autho- 
rity of God's Laws, and the Obligati- 


riſes to the Puniſhment of Sin. The 
Conſideration of which will help us 


III. What are the Ends and Pur- Il. gie f 
poſes to which ſuch Satisfaction and iris, ro 
Atonenfent are directed and intended. falt the 
Now this ſhews plainly, that the reat 54 n 1. : 
End and- Purpoſe of ſuch Satisfation Mercy that 
. e be pe wa. 
) 
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muſt be, to- conſult the Honour and 
Glory of God in the Conditions of the 


Tue Wiſdom of God, 7 254 


Salvation and Deliverance of the Sin- 


ner, who by his Tranſgreſſion was be- 
come obnoxious to Miſery and Death, - 
and could find no other Way to eſcape. 
All ſuch Satisfaction ſuppoſes the ne- 
ceſſary Miſery of the Sinner without 
it, and conſequently the abſolute Ne. ; 
ceffity of ſome ſuch Atonement in or. N 
der to a: Fardon. Thus the whole of 
our Goſpel Satisfaction ſpeaks out, 1 
think, very plainly. With reſpect to Wil 6 
Man therefore the great End of ſuch WW {; 
Atonement is our Salvation; that we Wl of 
may thereby be deliver'd from that ll p. 
[ Death, and from thoſe Torments in 
Death, which without ſuch a Media · R 
tion and Satisfaction we could not poſ- p 
ſibly have been deliver'd from. This ar 
is the true Purport and Intention of co 
the Satisfaction and Atonement: made Ml th 
2 Theſſ. by the Blood of : Jeſus, vis. That he ty 
ni might deliver us from the Mrath to in 
chmee. . Zn mi 
And, this was ſufficiently repreſent- ¶ bu 
ed and prefigur'd by all the Sacrifices ¶ fro 
and Expiations under the Law of Mo. the 
ſes, and what was aim'd at and in- his 
tended almoſt every where, where Ex- rea 

in Sa __patoy le 
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piatory Sacrifices - were in uſe. The 
true Meaning of all which was no 
more ' than fuch Satisfaction to the 
Vengeance or Punitive Juſtice of God, + 
as might make way for Pardon and 
Reconciliation to Offenders: Tie ſhall Levit. ir. 
mate Atonement for him as concerning his 
Sin, and it ſhall be forgiven him, ſays 
Moſes in a great many Verſes of one 
Chapter, ſignifying to us, that the 
Atonement was nothing elſe than of- 
fering ſomething to the Punitive Ju- 
ſtice of God, which miglit be thought 
ſo far to ſatisfy the Purpoſes and Ends 
of his Laws, as to make way for the 
Pardon of the Sinner. 
But with reſpect to God, and the 
. WF Reaſons and Conditions on which this | 1 
-Deliverance is exhibited; the true End 1 
3 ſuch Satisfaction is, to * 
$ confalt the Honour and Authority of 
the offended Party, as well as the Safe- 
ty of the Offenders. That the Mercy 
and Grace exhibited may be no Ble- 
miſh to the Glory of his Divine Attri- 
butes and Perfections, nor derogate 
es from the juſt Authority, nor violate 
Jo- the unchangeahle eternal Reaſon of ; 
in- his Laws. For, as has been ſaid al- 
* ready, the great Neceſſity and * 


The Wiſdom of God, - 
ol inflicting the Puniſhment denounc'd 


is to this End, to vindicate the Honour t 
of the offended God, and the Authority Wl - 
of the violated Law. And all the Ne- 1 
ceſſity of Satisfaction is upon the ſame 
account, that his Perſon and Authori- 1 
ty may not be expos'd to Contempt 6. 
in the Remiſſion of Sins, nor the wiſe . 
Ends and Purpoſes of his Laws and De- ti 
crees be ſuperſeded. —— And therefore, 00 
tho? when we ſpake of the Nature of A. 
Satisfaction in N we expreſs d ha 
it by ſuch Conditions and Confidera- WF 1 
tions, as the offended Party ſhould m 
think fit and worthy hof his Accep- - 
tance to that End; yet when the Rea · . 
ſon and Ground of his exatting that Mattie 
Satisfaction comes to be more cloſely Ch 
_ confider?d, and better underſtood, we der 
ſhall ſoon ſee that it is not an Arbitra- 


ry and indifferent Thing what thoſe 

Conditions are to be; but they muſt 
be ſuch as ſhall effectually conſult and 
ſalve the Honour of the Lawgiver, and 
defend the Authority of the Law, ſuch 
as make manifeſt the Wiſdom of his 
Government, by anſwering and cor- 

reſponding to the Original Purpoſe, 
and unchangeable-Reaſons of his Le- 
giſlature. What comes not up 2155 
11 | Ils, 
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this, cannot juſtly. be call'd Satisfacti- 
on, in that it comes not up to the - 
Reaſons upon which that ſeems neceſ- 

© farily to be requir'd, which is the Ho- 

W our of the Lawgiver, and the Autho- 

Wh rity of his Laws. Whatever recedes 
from this, is ſuperſeding theſe Reaſons 

W and Obligations; is indeed degenera- 

ting from an Eſtabliſhment of Righte- 
coufneſs and Juſtice, into that meer 

W Arbitrarious Adminiſtrati6n, © which I 

have already ſhew'd you, is to be ex- 
ploded as diſhonourable to God, and 
Emiſchieyous among Me. 

This then is in ſhort the true Noti- 

Jon, Reaſon, End and Defign of Expi- 
Wation. It is the offering ſome ſuch 
Conditions and Conſiderations in or- 

der ts the Pardon and Remiſſion of 

Sin, as may make the Deliverance and 
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* 
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& alvarion of the Sinner to be without 
Hay Blemiſh to the Glory and Honour 
d Wot God. which I have ſhew'd you at 
d large, that an Arbitrary and Incondi- 
n Wrionate'Remiffion is not : Such Conditi- 
. ons and Conſiderations as may ſerve the 


ery. Ends and Purpoſes to which the 

Puniſhment of Sin its ſelf is intended. 

us the Victime, and particularly 

he Scape-goat, is ſaid to bear the Sins Levit. 
| G 2 ; 9 22.1 


Sins. So alſo it may be ſaid to tale 


Sin, as that Guilt included a neceſſa- WM 


tural Senſe, for that-is impoſſible, and 


* 


The Wiſdom ef God, 
of the People, as it bears the Puniſh- 
ment neceſſary to the Pardon of their 


away Sins, only as by ſuffering inſtead 
of the Offender, it takes away the ne- 
ceſſary Obligation to Puniſhment, that 
the Offender himſelf lay under to the 
Juſtice of God. This is Expiation; 
it is ſo far taking away the Guilt of M 


bas, hel... end ww 8 
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ry Obligation to Puniſhment. Its 
taking it away, not in a Literal, Na. 


is to make the Sin that has been com. 
mitted, to be uncommitted, which is: 
Contradiction; but in a Legal and Ju 
dicial Senſe: As that implies to abſolye 
the Criminal ſo far from his Guilt and 
Puniſhment, as that it ſhall not be 
judg'd in the Eye of the Law abſo- 
[utely neceſſary to be imputed and in 
flicted; but leaves the Offender, within 
out any Blemiſh to the Attributes d con 
God, and the Authority of his Laws Waccc 
a fit Object of the Divine Mercy and 1. 
Favour. The Expiationg and Atone-Man 4 
ments requir'd by the Law of Moſes, ty: c 
were chiefly to this End, and on) Farc 
look'd upon as fo many Mediator Men 


Conſiderations fatisfying the Divine is A 
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punitive Juſtice or Vengeance, as 
might diſſolve the Obligations which | 
the Sinner lay under to Miſery, and 
ſuffering for his Sins, and make way 
for Reconciliation and Deliverance, 
without any Blemiſh, to- the Honour 


4 and Holineſs of God. From what has 


been faid on this Head, we may diſ- 
cover the better, 925 TU TO 


IV. What it is that ſeems Neceſſary 


co ſerve this wiſe and glorious End, 


and to make up ſuch Satisfaction as 


ſeems thus neceſſarily to be requir'd. 


And here, as we have ſeen already, 
that after Men have run into, and 
committed the Sins which God forbad, 
the Authority of his Laws, and the 
Obligation of his Covenants, are not 
to be abſolutely revers'd and repeal'd, 


but only ſuch conditions to be offer'd, 


in order to our Deliverance, as may 
conſiſt with the Honour of God; ſo 
according] "HRT L083; 004d 


. 1. The ft Thing neceſſary to ſuch 2 Evie 


| tion of Sin 
an Atonement, mult be ſuch a-Severi- without | 


ty of .Puniſhment antecedent to our *-"it- 
Fardon, as ſhall ſufficiently atteſt to 
Men and Angels, that God's Holineſs 

is Abſolute, and his Hatred of Sin 

'J h | G 3 Real, £2 
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_ neſs and Reality of God's Holineſs, 
and Diſpleaſure againſt Sin after it is 


that this very Thing made it neceſſary 


l 
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Real, and his Deteſtation and Abhor - 
rence of it Hearty and Sincere. For if 
there be not, as I think there is no o- 

ther way in the Nature of Things. 
known to Men, by which the Great - 


committed, can be made manifeſt but 
by the Puniſhment of it; then, accord- 
ing as the Severity of this kind is 
greater or leſs, ſuch will be the Ap. i 

rehenſions of all Creatures, whether 
Men or Angels, of the Greatneſs oi iſ 
God's Diſpleaſure, and of the Reaſon- 
ableneſs of his Righteous Indignation, 
And it ſeems moſt highly probable, 
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for God, when Man had ſinned, to ty 
bring Mortality and Miſery upon him ar 
for his Sin, purſuant to the Tenor d Pa 
his Covenant. It was to prevent the by 
Diſhonour that muſt have attended N 
on Impunity by theſe miſchievous pie 
Conſtructions that might have been ¶ of 
made of it to the Diſadvantage of his IM ed 
Holineſs, and of his Effential and E: th: 


ternal Deteſtation of Iniquity. To WW be 
prevent which, he reſolv'd by the bit- ¶ our 
ter and forrowful Fruits of Sin, to let are 


Men ſee his Righteous Diſpleaſure a- I fay 


gain 
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gainſt it; Having indeed then no o- 
other way, to atteſt the Greatneſs of 
his Wrath. And if what happen'd 
under the firſt Covenant was, as we 
have reaſon to believe, for our Exam- . 
ple, and to inſtru@ us what is to be 
ſook'd for, and expected under the ſe- 
cond ; we are from thence ſufficiently 
taught, that there is no Pardon, no 
Reconciliation to be expected without 
ſome ſuch Sevgtiry of Puniſhment, as 
by bearing Witneſs to the Holineſs of 
God, and his Hatred of Sin; may both 
conſult his Honour, and keep up 
= Authority of His Laws againft it. 
„ FT 
2. This ſhews not only the Neceſſi- , tb 
ty of Punifhment in general, but alſo, Dab of 
and more feſpecially, that there is no ite Expi- 
Pardon reaſonably to be expected, but 
1 ſome ſuch Punifhment of Sin in the 
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ron of him that takes upon him to ex- 
pate it,astnuft needs include the Death 
en 8 of the Expiator. Death is the appoint- 
1s ed Puniſhment of Sin: He therefore 
E- chat undertakes to Atone for it, muſt 
To be ſubje& to the Law, and Die for 
it our Deliverance. Thus, I think, we 
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let are to underſtand St. Paul, when he 1 
a- gays, That without Blood there ir no Re- Heb; xi. HA 
FS Gale G 4 "wits 


: * of. Sings 8 is. true accordin 
to the Law of Moſes,/ in Which ding 
was allow'd no Legal Purgatiqn of 
Uncleanneſs without ſome Sacrifice of 
Atonement: But it's more eſpecially 
true of that M yſterious Adminiſtrati- 
on and 8 of God in the Sal- 
vation of ſinful Man, of which that 
Moſaic Law: Was only a, Figure and a 
Type. It's true in the Decrees and 
Purpoſes of God in his Merxies to Men, 
founded on the eternal ànd unchange- 
able Reaſon, of Things, that . without 
Blood (i. e.) without Death, without 
ſuch a Sacrifice ſor Sin, by which God 
may make known the —.—5 of his 
Diſpleaſure, and by the Severity of 
huis Indignation preſerve his Honour, 
and the Harmony of his Attributes, 
no Pardon, no Remiſſion, no Reconci- 
lation is to be expected. This was not 
only what, in all the Sacrifices of old, 
ſeem' d to be aim'd at by. thoſe that 
. offer'd them; but indeed it's the very 
Thing that God by the Ori gina Inſti- 


tution of Sacrifces intende 1 


and 


Man s Mind with a lively, Sen 


A PPRReANa, of. And Here, 5 8 


Childiſh, and no ay becomin 


| that e to Learning, and Koſs 
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; in | Conſequence of the Promiſe that 
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in te Redemption of Man, 
phy, to ſuggeſt wan beetle 
tion of Sacrifices was owing to the 


Mankind. Not anly the Old Teſta- 
ment, which is both, a more Ancient 
and a more Authentick Hiſtory than 


any. that they can produce in favour 


of that fond Notion, gives us a quite 
different Account of them; but alſo 
the very Conſtruction to be made of 


pondency of it, as a Type to the great 


and real Expiation which God had or- 


dain'd ſhould be made by the Death 
of his Son, ſhew plainly whom that 
Inſtitution muſt on as its Author. 


* 


It ſhews: plainly, that it could come 


from none but that God who intended 
by this means to prepare Man's Mind 
for the Doctrin of Chriſt, by the Eſta- 
bliſnment of ſuch a Practice as ſhould 
make em ſenſible that there could be 


no Expiation of Sin without Puniſh- 
ment, and that particularly without 


the Blood and Death of him that ſhould 


undertake to Expiate it. 


4 


All which, I think, is ſufficiently. 


the firſt Oblation of - Sacrifices was 
God 


GY 


The Wiſdom of God, 
1 had made of a Saviour, who. by 
| breaking the Head, mould de- 
feat his Councils for 'our Ruin, and 
reſtore Mankind to Life and Immorta- 
lity. And as we read of no Sacrifice 
till after the Fall of Adam, and the 
Promis d Seed for our Redemption; 
ſo I do not know but that the Accept - 
ableneſs of AbePs Sacrifice might con- 
ſiſt in àa ready Obedience to God's Ap- 
Jon of ſuch a Victime, whoſe 
th and Blood were a,fit Repreſen- 
- tationof the Paſſion of our Saviour for 
our Sins. The acting in a ready Com- 
— with ſuch a Divine — 
juſtly and 2 putable to 
bal 22 Thus Abel A offer's 4 
; 2 more excellent Sovifer: thas Cain, by 
which he obraimd witneſs that he was 
Righteous, God teſtifying of lit Gifts. 
Which Faith Cain wanting, and there- 
0 - chuſing an Oblation leſs proper and 
' ſuitable to that Purpoſe, was rejected. 
This I take to be the Subſtance of that 
Account winch the Seripture gives us 
of the Original of Sacri And al- 
tho? it's not poſſible for us to tell what 
particular View any of - thoſe Anci- 
ents had of the intended Incarnation Ii - , 
of the Son of God, yet it all tended | 
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' Perſuaſion of cus great Myſterious 
tion of Sin without Blood that is, with- 
ſhould undertake to make Atonement 
| TEES, REIT "i 
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3. Laſth. Tho? this ſhews the Ne- 1% god 
ceſſity of a Sacrifice of Expiation in or- of Beaſts 
der to our Parden, yet it ſhews too at bi 
the ſame time the Truth of St. Paul's for Sin. Li 
other Obſervation; That it is impoſſible Heb x. 2: il 
that the Blood of Bulls and of Goats ſhould 
put away Sin. They were only ſo mas 
ny Types and Figures of that Meritori- 
ous Expiation made by the Blood of 
ſeſus: And the Remiſſion of Sins'there- 
obtain'd, was only a Typical and 
Figurative Remiſſion, which exempt- 
ed them from the Curſes and Penalties 
threaten d by their Law; and made 
chem only fo far Pure and Holy, as 
. concerns a Legal Purity and Levitical 
HFolineſs; that is, ſuch only as put em 
into a Capacity of entring into the 
Temple, à Type of Heaven, and of 
performing ſuch Religious and Civil! 
Actions as they were not otherwife ad. 
mitted to do. But as to a real * . 
n | ion 
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ſion * Sins before God, and duch 
might deliver them from Vengiane 
in the. World — the Levitical 


Sacrifices Were only Types and Repre- 
ſentations of the Blood of Chriſt, in 
which alone Satisfaction to the Juſtice 
of God is fully and perfectly made. 
T have thus given ſome Account of 
the true Nature and Neceſſity of an 


ns. Before T-apply it to the 


9 now in hand, Sie me Ad 


V. Laſtly. To * his cn 


4 by conſidering how eafily it ſolves all 


Difficulties and Objections that 
have been made againſt the Meritori- 


ous Expiation of the Death of Chriſt, 


and the Neceſſity thereof to the Re- 


. miſſion of Sins. The Sum of all which 


Scruples and Objections have proceed- 


cd, as I ſhew'd before, from Mens 


than what G 
ample; 


Miſtakes about the true Nature, End 
and Reaſon for which it was delign'd ; 
and I think are eaſily ſolv'd and an- 
ns, ww: we conſider Things a- 
Tight, an no more upon them 

of ow bs for Ex. 


1 . The 


W Sins,” and Satisfaction to the. Juſtice of nt, 


Infidels would fooliſhly prete 


our God, as tho he had no Tenderneſs Rage 
for us without it, but only ſuch a wiſe 
and juſt Conſultation and Regard to 
his Honour and the Wiſdom of his 
Government in the Pardon of Sin, as 
may make the Exerciſe of Mercy to 
be without any of that Blemiſh, and 
thoſe Diſadyantages, Which I have al- 
ready ſhew'd you, inevitably attend 
an Arbitrary Remiſſion. And in this 
Diſtinction, when well and rightly un- 
derſtood, we ſhall ſoon ſee the Weak- 
neſs and Emptineſs of one of thoſe 
plauſible Abſurdities, with which the 
Enemies of NN e charge 
the Doctrin of our Redemption. The 
Charge is this, That 70 ſuppoſe the of- 
fended God to appoint the Mediator by 
whom hie is to be reconcil'd to Sinners, is 
ta ſhew that he was really reconcil'd to them 
before, and conſequently deſtroys all the 
Reaſon and Neceſſity of ſuch Mediation. 
And this with our wiſe and cloſe- 
thinking Philoſophers goes down 15 
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Ex- 
| a | pation not 

God for them, 15 not, as our Moder n 20 incite 

to be God's Pity, 

| . A | - to hut to con- 

a moving Principle and Incitenient tout bisHo- 


Pity, and Mercy, and Compaſſion in zin 


* 


0 


P att and firong a Conchufion, as to 


ry 


{on 
Satisfaction for Sins before God. The 
true Purpoſe and Reaſon of which is, 


The Wiftom' of God, 


be ſufficient to overthrow all ſerious 
Regar@ to the Goſpel of our Bleſſed 


Lord and Mediator Jefus Chriſt. When 

in Truth this boaſted Demonſtration 
and infallible Maxim of the Oracles of 
Reafon, is but a meer, empty, frivolous 


Sophifm and Fallacy, drawn from a 


_ palpableMiſtake in the End, and Rea- 


51, and Buſineſs of Mediation and 


not from a want of Natural Pity and 
Compaſſion in our God, except when 
thus mowd by Atonement, but only 


to make way for ſuch an Exerciſe of 


Pity and Mercy as may be for his Ho- 
nour, and conſiſt witſi the Authority 
of his Laws, and evince the Effentis! 
Holineſs of his Nature. Were God 


ſappo#d to be like ſome Moroſe, Sour, 
H natur'd Father, Who, without any 
Tenderneſs of Affection toward his 


offending Children, was forward to 


Keſent, and hard to be appeagd, as 
having no great Regard to their Wel- 


fare, nor Compaſſion to their Suffer- 


ings, and for this reaſon would do no- 


thing for them, but what the impor- 
tunate Interceſſion of a powerful Medi- 
| ator 


[ 


„ 


ator. extorted from him; in ſuch a 

Caſe this Objection might have ſome 
place: It might then be thought in- 
conſiſtent with ſuch a C %o 
ſuppoſe him to appoint a Mediator, by 
vhoſe Interceſhon he determines to 
make Peace; - becauſe then the very 
Appointment of the Mediator of Re- 
conciliation would ſpeak ſuch a previ- 
ous Inclination to Pity: and Mercy, as 
would in ſome meaſure conclude a- 


7 gainſt the N eceſſity of it. „ 
But this-is: not our Caſe, and conſe- 
quently ſuch an Objection as this can 


no way reach, nor affedt the Mediation 
with God by Jeſus Chriſt. The End 
and Purpoſe of which is not to move 
Compaſſion in him, and to incline his 
Pity and Mercy to us; for theſe are 
Eſſential to him, and he has continu- 
ally and naturally a tender Regard to 
our Welfare and Happineſs. But the - 
8 Reaſon of this Chriſtian 
ö 

; 


Mediation, is to make way for ſuch 9 

an Exerciſe of Mercy and Compaſſion | 
towards Sinners, as may be. to the i 
Glory of God, and conſiſtent with the 1 
1 univerſalRectitude of the Divine Na- | 1 
- ture, and no Blemiſh to the Harmony 1 " 
_ I »nd'Eonſent of his Divine Perſections. q 
p W eee 
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That the ſhewing Mercy to great 
Offenders might be no Diſhonour to 
his Holineſs, nor deſtroy his! Juſtice 
and Righteouſneſs, and the Authority 
of his Laws. This is the Reaſon, this 
the Purpoſe of that Mediation and Sa- 
tisfaction Which the Chriſtian Goſpel 
ſpeaks. of. It does not ſuppoſe our 
Heavenly Father to be Cruel, and Mo- 
roſe, and Savage, till he is appeas'd 
by Blood, and ſoften'd by Sacrifices; 
for he is naturally Tender, and Pitiful, 
and Gracious, and of his: Eſſential 
Compaſſion is always 1nclin'd to ſhew 
Mercy to the Miſeries of his offending 
Creatures. But as he is an Holy God, 
and the Righteous judge and Governor 
ofthe World, the Honour of his Attri- 
butes, and the Wiſdom of his Govern- 
ment, and the Authority! of his Laws 
are at ſtake, ;; And he cannot ſhew 
Mercy in ſuch a way, as ſhould' bring by 
the Reputation of theſe into Queſtion, Mat. 
or give occaſion to the Sons of Men to 2 
Blaſpheme, and to Reflect unduly and N Me 
undecently upon any of them. And to NY 
prevent the Evils and Miſchiefs of this luce 
Nature, is doubtleſs one great End I, 
and Reaſon of that Mediation, that I Thi 
Satisfaction, which the Chriſtian Reli- Ile 
gion ſpeaks of. And 


5 e my © a . 


_ * " * 


5 
* - 


in the. Redemption f Man. 


And tho it tells us, we own, that 


God himſelf appointed this Mediator, 


and ordain'd his own Eternal Son to 
make the Satisfaction for our Sins; 
and in that Appointment and Ordi- 
nance diſeovers great Compaſſion, and 

Infinite Mercy, and a Bleſſed and an 
Happy Inclination and Diſpoſition to 
be reconcil'd; yet this is not at all 
Abſurd and Inconſiſtent with the Ne- 
ceſſity of ſuch Mediation and Satis- 

faction; In that it is neither Abſurd, 


nor Inconſiſtent for a Perſon who out 


of Pity inclines to be Merciful and 
Gracious to Offenders, to exhibit that 
Mercy in ſuch a way, and on ſuch 
Conditions, as may be for his Honour, 
and vindicate the Character of his 
Goodneſs, and the Wiſdom of his 
Conduct. And this is what the Satis- 
faction for. Sins, and the Mediation 
by Jeſus Chriſt ſeems chiefly to aim 


a - hem 


2. The true Reaſon and Purpoſe of Atonement 
Mediation and Satisfaction being right- fg, 


ly underſtood, ſhews that it is no way of C- 


inconſiſtent with the free Grace of God /7** Grace 


in pardon- 


in the gratuitous Remiſſion of Sins: ig in 
This is angther Objection againſt the 
Meritorious Expiation and Satisfaction 
bet” py of 
\ 


g * 


gs Tie Wiſdom of God, 
of Chriſt's Blood, brought by another 

kind of Adverfaries, who pd, Thar 

| 1 ion for Sins 

bie once male, "the Forgiveneſs of them then 

5 is no longer of Grate and Farour, but of 
5 Debt. Juſt*as a Priſoner fin'd for an 
Offence, Who pays the Sum of Money 
equivalent to his Tranſgreſſion, or the 
Puniſhment to have been inflicted; 


when that Obligation is once dif. 

charg'd, it is but Juſtice, and not 

Kindneſs to diſcharge him. And there. 

; fore the Neceſſity of ſuch Expiation 

ang Satisfaction, they think, is whol. 

ly diſagreeable to what the Goſpel fre 

quently declares, as to God's free Par: 

5 of Sins, and the gratuitous Re 

miſſion of his own'generous, unde 

ſerv'd Grace and Goodneſs. - © * 

Blut this alſo is a falſe Conſequenc 

drawn from a Miſtake in the true 

z Reaſon and Nature of Chriſt's Satis 

faction; which is not of the ſame Na- 

ture with Payment of a Fine, or a 

Debt: For thoſe once paid, it gives 

= the Debtor a * to à Diſcharge 

= and Exemption from any farther Sul 

"i ferings to be inflicted; and that too on, 

without the impoſing on him any neu Hon 

bf Conditions. But, as I have ſhewiſ quite 
4 =. — | | 2 | | . | 8 vou, 
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you, our Satisfaction is a Vindication 
of Honour, and Authority, and Holi- 
neſs, and of the Wiſdom of Govern- 
meat and Laws. The former Nation 


b indeed open to the ObjeQion that 


SW they make againſt it, and mult de- 
ſtroy the Freedom of God's Forgive- 
neſs; in that if Sins be in every thing 
ad Debts, and Chriſt's Satisfaction the 
true Payment of thoſe Debts, it would 


then make the Pardon not of Grace, 


the impoſing any farther Conditions 


on us. And this is in ſong meaſure 
| the Foundation of thoſe Mens Princi- 
ples about our Coyenant of Grace, 


| who ſuppoſe Chriſt to have made ſuch 


an Atonement and Satisfaction in our 
new Covenant, as diſſolves all the Ob- 
ligations of the Divine Laws and Com- 
mands of Chriſt, and e all the 
Neceſſity of our living in Obedience 


to them. And this is indeed the true 
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Concluſion from eſteeming the Atone- 


ment and Satisfaction of 


hriſt as a 
Payment and Diſcharge of Heber. = 


But in the true Notion of SatisfaQti- 
on, as it is only a Vindication of God's 


Honour and Attributes, the Caſe is 
quite otherwiſe. ny the Pardon is 
| TY * 


2 


100 | The Wiſdom of God, 
Free, theDeliverance an Act of Grace, 
afid the Reconciliation Gratuitous, 
To which God the Father was origi- 
nally. mov'd and inclin'd of his own 
Eſſential Goodneſs, genuine Compaſſi- 
on, and that tender Commiſeration, 
which to the Divine Nature is Inſepa- 
table. And in Compenſation of our 
rude Aﬀronts and Injuries, hehas not 
teceiv'd either from us, or from our 
Redeemer, any ſueh Balance, or equi. 
valent Recompence or Advantage, as 
can make our Salvation a Debt unto 
us; but only ſuch Expiation of Sin, 
ſuch Satisfaction to his Juſtice, as may 
make the free Exerciſe of. his Grace, 
in the Remiſſion of it, without Ble. 
1 and without Reproach. I may 
F 
The Neceſ: 3. Laſtly. That tho? this Account 
5 — 4M of the Nature and Neceflity of a 84. 
Fuſtice in Crifice of [Atonement eſtabliſhes a Na- * 
Gel. tural, Eſſential, Vindictive Juſtice in © 
God, yet not ſuch a one as favours as 
Sourneſs of Temper, or repreſents him F. 
as ſwelling with Revenge; but only A 
ſuch a one as is not eafily to be deny'd, * 
unleſs we will reſolve all the Neceſſity W 
of puniſhing Sin into the meer Arb!- Ju 
trary Will and changeable Pleaſure bs M 
2536 e ee 1 
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in tbe Redemption af Aan. 
the Almighty. And yet perhaps there 
is no one Thing which the Chriſtian 


Doctrin of Redemption and Salvation 


by the Death of Chriſt, tends more 


naturally to confute. It does above 


all Things convince us, that God does 
nothing in the Salvation and Condem- 
nation of Mankind Arbitrarily, or of 


his meer Will and Pleaſure; but acts all 


according to the eternal, fixt, eſta- 


bliſht Laws of Righteouſneſs and Ju- 


ſtice Nor is there any other Vin- 
dictive Righteouſneſs and Juſtice here 


ſet forth and pleaded for, than what, 


according to the Principles of common 
Reaſon, ſeems. neceſſary to atteſt. the 
Eſſential Holineſs of God, which 1 
take to be the Foundation. of/ all his 
Laws againſt Sin, and the fundamen- 
tal Reaſon of a Future State and a Fu- 
ture Judgment. And this is agreeable 


to our Natural Notion of the Nature 
and Neceſſity of an Atonement. It is 


what comes in the ſtead and place of 
Puniſhment, ſo to atteſt God's Hatred 
and Abhorrence of Sin, as to make his 
Mercy. in the. Pardon of it conſiſtent 
with his univerſal Righteouſneſs and 
Juſtice ; and thereby to keep up in the 
Minds of Men all lvelyA ppreheaſions 

C Fl 


o 
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Wiſin of God, 
of the Purity and Holineſs of his Na- 
ture, of the laſting Obligations of his 
Covenants and Decrees, of the Wil- 
dom of his Government, and the un- 
” changeable Authority of his Laws. 
And thus I come directly to, 
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erm. W. II. The Second great Pretence of 
| the Adverſaries of Chriſtianity, viz. 
ee That if any Expiation or Atonement 
ſefficiem for Sin be requir'd, Repentance alone 
_ Expiation. is it, and of itſelf ſufficient to make 
our Peace, and to prevail with God to 
Pardon and Forgive us all Sins. Thus 
far they go in expreſs Words, That. 
Repent ance is the true and only Expiation 
of Sins; and that bare Repentance is 1 
ſufficient Compenſation for an infinite Of- 
fence committed againſt an Infinite Being. 

** If this were true, as it makes all Expi- 
atory Sacrifices Unneceſſary and Un- 
reaſonable; fo it deſtroys at one Blow 
the Neceſſity of our Redemption by 0 

the Death of Chriſt, and the Wiſdom 
of God in that Myſterious Diſpenſati- 
on. I am therefore now to lay before 
you the Falſeneſs and great Abſurdity 
of this their Boaſted, but indeed Er- 
roneous and Miſchievous Principle; 
and to let you ſee, ' that „ 
us | ON 
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however Neceſlary in itſelf yet when. 
alone it is not, it cannot reaſonably be 
eſteem'd a ſufficient Atonement and 
Compenſation for all the Sins that 
are committed againſt an Infinite 


And hereby I muſt firft of all ob- 
ſerve, That it what has been ſaid in 
my laſt Diſcourſe concerning the Ne- 
ceſſity of the Puniſhment of Sin, and 
chat particularly by the Death of the. 
Mediator, in order to its Expiation 
be allow'd of; then nothing can be 
more plain and clear, as the Conſe- 
quence: of that Principle, than that 
„KRepentance alone cannot be a ſuffici- 
1 ent Expiation; in that if Repentance 
A alone were a ſufficient. Condition of 
7 Pardon, without any thing elſe beſides, 
j. it would wholly prevent and deſtroy 
\. all that Neceflity of Puniſhment and 
a Vengeance upon which the Neceſſity 


y of Expiation, as we have already g 
m ſeen, is founded. But I ſhall endea- $ 
& vour to ſet all this Matter in a. ſtill i 
re clearer Light, by theſe four following 1 
- 1 ; 3 | 5 
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I. By: ſhewing how Diſagreeable 
this Principle is to the Thoughts and 
Sentiments of our Adverſaries them- 
ſelves, and to the Notions and Opini- 
ons which they have deliver'd on other 
Occaſions. 8 


II. How Contrary this is to the Re- 
ceiv'd Opinions and Sentiments of 
Mankind, as to Offences committed 
againſt all Human Laws. 


III. How] Diſagreeable to the Dif- 

cCoveries that God himſelf has been 
pleas'd to make us of his ſacred Senti- 
ments in this Affair. From all which 
it will appear, e ee * oh 


IV. Laftly. That Repentance alone 
has very little of the true Nature of 
Expiation and Atonement in it. 0 
Dijalow4 I. How Diſagreęable this Principle 
by ew A is to the Sentiments of our Adverſaries 


verſaries 


en biber themſelves, and to the Opinions which 


0cc4018- they have upon ſome Occaſions thought 


fit to eſpouſe. For however fondly 
they embrace this Notion, while they 
can level it at, and play it againſt our 

EX . Doctrin 
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in the Redemptian of Man. 
Doctrin of Mercy and Salvation by 
the Mediation and Merits of Ch il 
Jeſus, yet I cannot but take notice, that 
among other bitter and malicious In- 
vectives againſt the Scripture, one is, 
that it has ſpoken of David as a Man 
W after God's own Heart, who is recorded 
to have been guilty of Adultery and 
Murther, altho' it is recorded alſo 
S with what ſorrowful Humiliation he 
| Repented for thoſe Sins. Thoſe evil 
Practices they think altogether in- 
conſiſtent with ſo bright and glori- 
ous a Character. But let us here ex- 
poſtulate with them a little the Incon- 
ſiſtency of ſuch a Complaint with their 
own. Notion, That Repentance alone 
is a ſufficient Expiation of Sins com- 
mitted againſt God. If ſuch a Cha- 
racter were given him, without any 
account of his Repentance and Humi- 
liation for his great Offences, they 
would indeed then have ſomething to 
object. But this is not, this cannot 
be pretended; in that his Contrition 
and Repentance are not only related 
in that very Hiſtory, which relates 
his Miſcarriages, but alſo the Admoni- 
tion of Nathan the Prophet, by which 
his wounded Conſcience was. —_— 
+5 ths | and 
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8 and he put in mind how heinouſſy and 
unreaſonably he had offended, and 
ſome part of that Devotion with which 

nie humbled. himſelf before God, are 
recorded for our Example. And if 
Repentance alone is, as they pretend, 
a ſufficient Expiation of Guilt, wh 

ſhould it not be conſiſtent enough wit 

this Character of a Man, who is re- 
corded to have ated in all his gene- 
ral, habitual Converſation agreeable to 

the Laws of God in that Diſpenſation 

under which he liv'd, fave in the matter 

of Uriah, and in that to have ſhewn a 

very hearty and affectionate Humili- 

But, fay the profane Adverſaries of 

our Chriſtian Religion, F you talk of | 

Repent ance, this is no more, nor no better 

= what * Criminals and Villains pre. 

to, when they are upon the point 0 

_—_ Execution as well as he. Gd 
. that there were more Truth in that 

| Aſſertion than there is; I mean, that 
all Criminals did in good Deed at their 

dying Hour, approve themſelves ſin- 

cerely Penitent; in that when ther 
Repentance is Sincere and Hearty, it 

is likely to fare the better with them in 
another World. But what is this B d 
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in the Redemption of Man. 
the Cauſe now before us? Or how is 
David concern'd in this Reflection? 
Did his Contrition only then ſhew its 
ſelf when he was upon the point of 
Death? Or is there any other juſt 
Suſpicion, or reaſonable Pretence, that 
it was Hypocritical and Counterfeit ? 
| T have not yet obſerv'd any thing of 
this kind in all his Hiſtory. I rather 
find the contrary ; and that altho? he 
was firſt calPd to this Humiliation by 
—— Meſſage and Admonition 
a Divine Prophet, yet when he ſer 
himſelf about it, he acted with all the 
reaſonable and © juſt Diſcoveries of a 
Sincere and Hearty Penitent: Nay, he 


ds ff © * on. > RNS 


ol il cave the beſt Evidence of an uptight 
of WW Heart that can be given; that of a 
er Regular, Pious, Virtuous and Devout 
. Converſation all his Days after it. 
4 But our preſent Buſineſs is not ſo 


much the Vindication of David's Cha- 
racter, as to ſhew the great Contrari- 
at WF ety and Inconſiſtency of thoſe Mens 
er Principles, who, while they pretend 
in- with the Perfection of Philofophncal 
Truths, and the ſtrongeſt Maxims of 
1 ertain Reaſon, to oppoſe the Funda- 
in ental Doctrins of our Redemption, 
do advance at one time, what at 1 

: ther 
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dain and Scorn. They plead, when 


a Prince otherwiſe exemplarily Religi- 
ous and Goodd in all his Actions. And 
and an Expiatory Sacrifice are to be 


very Repentance, which before could 


Sins among Men, ſhall now be plead- 


and moſt Obſtinate, Profane, Delibe- 


5 a. meritorious Expiation 
an 


Sins of the whole World, and yet not 


particular Tranſgreſſions. What 1 


| 
=p 


ther they reje& with the higheſt Diſ. 


they would undervalue the Character 
and Language of Inſpir'd Writers, 
That Repentance is not ſufficient to 
take off the Blemiſh and Reproach of 
two ſingle Tranſgreſſions, - becauſe 
great ones, in the Life of a Man, and 


yet when the Reaſons of a Mediatct, 
call'd in queſtion by them, then that 
not wipe off the Stain of two ſingle 
ed. ſufficient in itſelſ alone to ſatisſie 
the Vengeance of a Righteous Al-. 
mighty God for all the vileſt, number- 
leſs, horrible Iniquities of the Boldeſt, 
rate Tranſgreſſors. Strange, Incon- 
ſiſtent, Unintelligible, Ambiguous O- 
racles! That at once make the ſame 

Atonement before God for all the 


enough to vindicate the good Chara: 
cter of a Penitent among Men for two 


this 


1 


the very Strength of Error and Delu- 


Man? No, not even the Principles of © | 
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this but to ſhew, that Mens Excepti- 
ons toChriſtianity are from the ſtrength 
of Prejudice, and not of Reaſon ; and 
that the conceited Maxims of pretend- „ 
ed Philoſophy and Truth, are often- 5 
times the moſt dangerous Principles 
of Error and Deluſion 2 What is it but 


fion, to defend thoſe Principles at one 
time, which they diſdain and ſcorn at 
another? What is it but a groſs and | 
ſcandalous Impoſition, to pretend that —_ 
ſufficient to ſatisſie the juſteſt Venge- a 1 
ance of an angry God, which yet they 3 

will not allow enough to vindicate the 
Character of a Religious and Holy 


our Adverſaries themſelves, when ta- 
ken in another View, from that which 
they perverſely and maliciouſly defign 
againſt the Doctrin of our Redempti- 
on, will admit us to believe, that they 
themſelves are indeed and ſincerely of Wi. 
that Opinion. Let me confirm this by - . 
ende e 3 

II. How Contrary it is to the Re- wor «low- So 
ceivꝰd Opinion and Sentiments of Man- 4% { Ml 
kind, as to Offences committed againſt fag Zu- 1 
all | Human Laws. And L hope that man law. A 
| ; the 9 
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ther they reject with the higheſt Diſ. 


dain and Scorn, They nd, when 
they would undervalue the Character 
add Language of Inſpir'd Writers, 
That Repentance is not ſufficient to 


take off the Blemiſh and Reproach of 


two ſingle Tranſgreſſions, becauſe 
great ones, in the Lite of a Man, and 


a Prince otherwiſe exemplarily Religi- 


ous and Good in all his Actions. And 
yet when the Reaſons of a Mediator, 
and an Expiatory Sacrifice are to be 
call'd in queſtion by them, then that 
very Repentance, which before could 
not wipe off the Stain of two ſingle 
Sins among Men, ſhall now be plead- 
ed. ſufficient in itſel{ alone to fatisfic 
the Vengeance of a Righteous Al. 
mighty God for all the vileſt, number: 


leſs, horrible Iniquities of the Boldeſt, 


and moſt Obſtinate, Profane, Delibe - 


rate Tranſgreſſors. Strange, Incon- 
ſiſtent, Unintelligible, Ambiguous O- 
racles That at once make the ſame 


11 a. meritorious Expiation 
an 


Atonement before God for all the 


Sins of the whole World, and yet not 


enough to vindicate the good Chara- 
Eter of a Penitent among Men for two 
particular Tranſgreſſions. Wat; 

oY this 
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in the Redemption of Man, 109 
this but to ſhew, that Mens Excepti- 5 
ons toChriſtianity are from the ſtrength 9 
of Prejudice, and not of Reaſon; and 
that the conceited Maxims of pretend - 

ed Philoſophy and Truth, are often- a 
times the moſt dangerous Principles 

of Error and Deluſion? What is it but 
the very Strength of Error and Delu- : | 
ſion, to 3 thoſe Principles at ones I 
time, which they diſdain and ſcorn at 

another? What is it but a groſs and 

ſcandalous Impaſition, to pretend that 

ſufficient to ſativfie the juſteſt Venge- N 
ance of an angry God, which yet they 5 

will not allow enough to vindicate the 

Character of a Religious and Holy 

| Man? No, not even the Principles of 

our Adverſaries themſelves, when ta- 

ken in another View, from that which 

they perverſely and maliciouſly deſign 

againſt the Doctrin of our Redempti- 

on, will admit us to believe, that they 

themſelves are indeed and ſincerely of 

that Opinion. Let me confirm this by 

conſidering, . colinS» 


* \ 
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| II. How Contra ry it is to the Re. Not allow; 
ceivd Opinion and Sentiments of Man- 44 i» f 
kind, as to Offences committed againſt fung u- i 
all Human Laws. And I hope that me: ls. 
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the Honour of our Ho y God, and the 
Wiſdom of his Government, and the 
Reaſon and Authority of his Divine v 
and Sacred Laws, when - violated: by it 
: the Follies and Iniquities of Men, are h 
not to be appeas d, and vindicated, tl 
and ſatisfy'd at a lower Price, and by 1 
a cheaper Atonement than the Offences E 
committed againſt the Authority dv 
Human Governments. Bring this Prin- tr 
ciple then before the Judges of the ¶ th 
Land, and try if it will be admitted as is 
of ſufficient Force to remove the Guilt m 
5 ö of all Tranſgreſſions and Iniquities Si 
„ committed againſt the Laws of Men ab 
bk If it will, then by a clear Conſequence 
it would be unreaſonable, that am tic 
Criminal ſhould be Puniſh'd, if it c Cc 
be prov'd that he heartily Repented for Ml ret 
the Evils he had done. We all agree, ry 
that Repentance' is a neceſſary and in- W w. 
diſpenſable Condition of our Pardon. gi! 
But if it were allow'd to be the only 8 
neceflary Condition of Pardon, and eit 
ſufficient of itſelf to wipe away the na 
Guilt, Pollution and Stain of Sin, what Ex 
would be the Conſequence of ſuch a an 
Principle? Suppoſe that a Man ſhould © 
Murther his Father, Raviſh his Mo- for 
ther, Proſtitute his Silter] and Undoe ho! 


his 
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in the Redemption of Man. 111 
his Brother, become a publick Plague 
to Men, and Blaſpheme his God, 
would his Repentance after all, make 
ir unreaſonable and unjuſt to Puniſh 
him? It muſt needs make it ſo, if 
„chere be any Truth in this Doctrin, 
That Repentance alone is a ſufficient 
; WW Expiation and Atonement for Sin. For 
{ WW when the Sin of a Penitent is · once thus 


L 
| 


truly and fully Expiated, his Guilt is 
e WF thereby ſo far taken away, that there 
bs no longer any Neceſſity for Puniſh- 
t WH ment, but the Pardon of the Expiated 
Sin becomes both Juſt and Reaſon- 
vematie 7 i gt 5h Ig 
0 And what fine Work would this No- 
tion ſoon make in all Countries and 
b Courts of Judicature, if it was once 
ot receiv'd, and this natural and neceſſa- 
e, ry Conſequence from it obſerv*d ?. It 
n- would entitle every Offender that could 
n. give ſufficient Evidence of his ſincere 
ly ontrition to a Pardon, and thereby 
1d either defeat all Human Laws and Pe- 
he nalties in ſuch Caſes, or elſe make the 
at Execution of them Injuſtice, Cruelty 
2 and Bar barity. + „ f JOY 7 i 
d And how will Men be anſwerable 
lo- for the Reſult of ſueh Doctrins, or 
1 how will they avoid theſe —.- 
3 | ON» 
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112 be Wiſdom of God, 
Conſequences of them? How will they 
reconcile the Sufficiency of Repentance 
to expiate Sin before God, with the 
Juſtice of puniſhing penitent Crimi- 

nals among Men? For, according to 
their Notion, after Repentance all the 
juſt Reaſon and Neceſſity of Puniſh- 
ment, and all the Obligations to it 
ceaſes. I their Converſion takes not 
away their Guilt, it cannot Expiate; 
and if it does, why ſhould the Guilt- 
leſs be put to Death? If they ſay, 
that the Sincerity of their Repentance 
cannot be known, and therefore muſt 
not be taken notice of, for fear they 
ſhould diſſemble, and after their Dit- 
charge return to their Iniquities again, 

I could have ſeveral Things to anſwer. 
But I inſiſt only on this, That the very⸗ 
Appearance of a true Contrition would, 
according to their Notion, ſcarce leave 
the Puniſhment of the Sinner to be 

_ Juſtify*d. For why ſhould a Man that 
has all the fair Appearance of having 
ſatisfy'd for his Offence, and fully ex- 
piated the Guilt of it, be put to Death? 
And eſpecially, if as Men commonly 
think, it's hetrer that ten guilty Men 
_ thould be Pardon d, than one innocent 
Man Die? And yet every Penitent, 


3 * Redemption of Man. 


Repentance alone be a ſufficient Pro- 


to what End is it fit, that a relenting 


Death from Men? I know our Adverſa- 
ries muſt at laſt come to this, That how- 
ever their Contrition and Tears may a- 
vail with God in another World, when 
Sin is no longer to be prevented, yet 
in this World Puniſhments are neceſſa- 
ry to the Terror of evil Doers, and 
conſequently to the Good of Mankind, 
to keep up the Authority of Human 
Laws, and thereby to the Preſervation 
of our ſelves by. the Prevention of Sin- 
* ners. I allow theſe to be very good 
Reaſons; but then I pray, can we ſup- 
e poſe that God has not his Ends of 
de WM Government to ſerve, as well as we 
at ours? And thoſe too of as great Im- 
15 Wportance? Are not the Manifeſtation 
* Wot the Holineſs of his Nature, and of 
h? his Juſtice in the Diſtribution of Re- 
ly wards and Puniſhments, and of the 
Reaſons, and of the Authority of his 
Laws ſuch Motives to the Puniſhment 
of Sin, as are eternally to be regard- 

* ; * ed, 


viſibly ſincere, has ſomewhat like the 
Appearance of an innocent Man, if 


What Reaſon then can be given, or, 


Offender ſhould ſuffer the Penalty of 


* 
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114 The Wiſdom of God, 
ed, and will have place at the laſt 
Judgment of the World, even when 
the Prevention of Sin will be too late? 
Let our wiſe Philoſophers then account 
for theſe Things, and make it evident 
if they can, how Repentance alone, 
which cannot fo fatisfie the Juſtice and 
violated Authority of Human Laws, 
as to exempt the Criminals univer- 
ſally from thoſe Puniſhments, ſhould 
yet be thought ſufficient to appeaſe 
the Juſtice of an offended God, and 
ſatisfie the Ends, Reaſons and Autho- 
rity of his moſt wiſe and facred Pre- 
cepts and Commands. But. farther 
yer, 


The ſevere III. See the Sentiments of Altnighty 
- 2 God as to this Matter. For had there 
frft cow been any ſuch Sufficiency in Repen: 
declares. a- tance alone to atone for Sin, why 
988 ſboule not its Influence be ſeen as well 
in Expiating the Sin of Adam, as of 

any of his Poſterity? Arid thereby a- 

vail as effectually to the preventing ot 

Death both in him and all his Pofteri- 

ty, as in delivering us from it? There 

was nothing, that I know of, fo pecu- 

liarly and extraordinarily black in the 
Sin of Adam above many of thoſe that 
are 


4 


in the Redemption of Man. 
are committed by other Men, but that 
the ſame Expiation which is ſufficient 
to atone for the Sins of the whole 
World befides, might and would no 
doubt have been Riis cor) for his 
Sin alſo. As then, it cannot, I think, 


pent of that his firſt Tranſgreſſion by 


ſo if Repentance alone were ſufficient 
to make ſuch an Expiation, why ſhould 
lit not ſhew its Infinite Force in prevent- 
ing the Puniſhment threaten'd, as well 
as in delivering us from it? For the 
Reaſon ſeems to me the fame in both: 


to the preventing our Dying at all ? 
For when the Guilt of Sin is ſo ſuſfici- 
1e ently expiated, and the Reaſons of the 


1 law, and the Authority of the Law- 
ph giver ſo anſwer' d by Repentance, as 
e 


that there is no farther Neceſſity of the 
ot Execution of that Law ; why ſhould 

the Puniſhment any longer be inflict- 
0! Wed? What Reaſon then can theſe wiſe 
Men give us, why God has, and does 
al inflict Death upon repenting Sin- 


able to give of it is this, That He 
hereby intended to ſignifie to us, that 
\ I 2 ERepen- 


- 


be difputed, but that Adam did Re- 


which Death entred into the World; 


Why ſhould it not as reaſonably avail 


ners? The ny Account that I am 
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The Wiſdom of God, 
Repentance alone is not a ſufficient 
Satisfaction to the violated Authority 


of his Laws, but that the juſt Vindica- 


tion of his Honour and Holineſs does 
alſo require the Puniſhment of Sin, 


according to the Tenor of his Cove- 


ment require all this; and Sorrow, and 


venerable Authority of all thoſe Law 


the Laws of a Righteous, Holy, Tre 
mendous God are not to be violated, 


will not relieve us. And therefore, i 


as he is indeed Compaſſionate to ou 


nants. It was intended, by the Al. 
mighty, to be a Token of his juſt Dif- 
pleaſure and Wrath, of his Deteſtation 
and Abhorrence of Evil, and of the 


by which he at any time thinks fit to 
forbid it. By this it is that he ſhews 
us, that penitential Tears are not, can- 
not be a ſufficient Expiation. That 


and his injur'd Divine Majeſty to be 
appeas'd at 10 cheap a Rate; but that, 
whenever we offend him, the Puniſh: 
ment denounc'd muſt inevitably be 
inflicted. His Honour, and his Wil 
dom, and the univerſal Rectitude 0 
his Nature, and the Authority of hv 
Laws, and the Reaſons of his Govern: 


Tears and penitential Contrition alone 


we hope for Mercy and Compaſſion 


Sul 


in the Redemption of Man. 


offerings, yet that muſt be admini- 


meer Dominion, nor for our Relenting 
and Mourning alone that we have ex- 
posd our ſelves to Miſery, but on 
{ome ſuch more important Conſidera- 
tions and Conditions, and in ſome ſuch 
more extraordinary way as may carry 
| more remarkable and convincing De- 
monſtrations of God's Abhorrence of, 
and great Indignation againſt all Ini- 
any.” WT” : 

And this may ſerve in general by the 
way to inſtruct us how it comes to 
— after ſo complete and perfect an 
Expiation and Atonement as Chriſt 


Jeſus has made for us, that we are not 


yet allow'd to be exempted from Death, 
but muſt as inevitably Die, as tho? we 


had never been Redeem'd: The Rea- 


ſon of which is, That no true Satis- 
faction can be indeed made to the 
Vengeance of our offended God, for the 
Tranſgreſſions of the firſt Covenant, 
but by firſt ſuffering the Penalties 
threaten'd by it ; which, if Repentance 
alone could have Expiated, had not 
been Neceſſary. ' And much leſs then 
can we now believe, that Repentance 
alone ſhould Expiate all the Voluntary, 

* Delt. 
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red to us, not Arbitrarily and of 
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| all, but only from thence to conclude 


Deliberate, Repeated and Malicious 
Tranſgreſſions of Men obſtinately and 


Tranſgreſſion of Adam, and to delive 


the Offender to expiate the Sin, and 


flicted it on him and on all his Poſte 


Te Wiſdom. of God, 


profanely Wicked, only becauſe they 
profeſs themſelves ſorrowful and con- 
trite at laſt. No, if the! Violatioh of 
the firſt Covenant requir'd a Mediator, 
and an Atonement and Satisfaction to 
Divine Juſtice to Expiate that firſt 


us from the Curſe that his ſingle Diſo- 
bedience has brought upon us, the ob. 
ſtinate Iniquities of moſt other Men 
do much more require it. And when 
God yet thought not fit abſolutely to 
Pardon ſuch a Tranſgreſſion as Adam; 
was, nor to ſuffer the Repentance d 


to prevent the Puniſhment, but in 


; yy ea} DM. wont £45q n 9 pot A * 


rity, even on thoſe who never actually 
oftended, how little have any obſtinate 
malicious Offenders to hope for from 
their deepeſt Humiliation alone with: 
out a Mediator? Or what is the Con. 
ſtruction to be truly and proper) 
made of God's dealing thus with u 


That in the Judgment and Sentiments 
of God himſelf, Repentance alone | 


no ſufficient Expiation for Sin? But 
* 19 \ that 
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in the Redemption of Man. 119 
that the Juſtice of God, and the Ho» 
nour of his Attributes, and the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of .his Government do. require 
ſomething more than this as a ſatis- 
factory Reaſon and Motive ta the Par- 
don and Remiſſion of it. In a word, 
there is, I think, ſo much juſt Force 
in this Conelufion, that if Repentance 
alone were to be allow'd as a ſufficient 
Compenſation for the Violation of 
God's Commands and Laws, I do 
not ſee. how the preſent Mortality of 
Mankind can be accounted-for; nor 
how it is conſiſtent with his Juſtice 
and Mercy to ſubject us all to the 
Power of Death for the Offence of our 
firſt Parents, who, as we have great 
Reaſon to believe, liv'd to repent of 
that their Iniquity. W 
Let it not be here ſaid again, that 
Death is Natural, and as ſome vainly 
pretend, that we had Died altho* Man 
had never Sinned: For I have ſhewn 
above, that however Mortal we are 
by Nature, yet when God is pleas'd to 
enter into Covenant with us, and by 
that Covenant to make Death the Pu- 
niſhment of Sin, in that very Clauſe is 
included a Taeit, but Evident Stipula- 
tion, that Immortality ſhould have 
ST > 2 4 been 


120 The Wiſdom"of God, 
been the certain Recompence of Obe. 
dience. And to make Death the Pu- 
niſhment of Sin, and to inflict that 
Puniſhment even upon a repenting 
Sinner, is undeniably to declare in fa- 
vour of what I am now pleading for, 
viz. That Repentance alone is not 
enough to ſatisfie the Juſtice of God 
for the Violation of his Laws. If we 
poor Earthly Creatures, who ought 
never to forget the immenſe Diſtance 
between the Almighty God and us, 
and for that reaſon alway to judge 
Modeſtly, and not Dogmatically of 
his Providences; if we, I ſay, not for- 
getting our Diſtance and Modeſty, 
may yet be allow'd to judge the Rea- 
ſon of his Diſpenſations from the plain 
and evident Tendency of them, we 
have reaſon to look upon God's bring- 
ing Death upon all Men for the Sin of 
Adam, notwithſtanding his and our 
Repentance, to be intended by him as 
a moſt evident Atteſtation of his Di- 
vine Opinion and Judgment in this de 
Matter, viz. That Repentance for ab 
Sin is alone not ſufficient to fatisfie his m 
Juſtice and Vengeance, and to'procure W w 
the Remiſfion & it without ſome far- hi 
ther Expiation and Atonement. But, qu 
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IV. Laſtly.” Repentance alone is fo 
far from being a ſufficient Expiation, 
that indeed it has but very little of the 
true Nature of Expiation in it. It is 
neither ſufficient to ſatisfie the Juſtice 
of God, nor does it reſtore us to that 
Perfection of Original Righteouſneſs 
from which we fell. And both theſe F_ 
have ſhew*d you are neceſſary to the 
Recovery of our loſt Felicity and Im- 
mortality. 9 5 | 
1. It is not ſufficient to fatisfie. the x 4er 
Juſtice of an offended God. Tis not 4 Neceſ 
enough to ſalve his Honour, nor to 104 8 
anſwer the Reaſon and Authority of upon which 
his Laws. The Nature and Neceſſity — 
| of Atonement ariſing wholly from the founded. 

Obligation that the Sinner is under to 

- WH Puniſhment, and from the Neceffity 

of Wl of God's doing ſomething that may i 
ir atteſt the Reality of his Diſpleaſure — 
as and Wrath, as the only convincing | "i 
i- Teſtimony of his Effential Holineſs, 1 
is do ſo undeniably ſuppoſe, as I ſhew'd 
or above, the certain and ſevere Puniſhe. 
us ment of Sin; that there is nothing 
re hereby God can ſufficiently acta 
\r- his Declaration and Abhorrence of Ini- 

5 quity after it is 2 but 
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i The Wiſdem'of God, 
by a Severity of Puniſhment to be in- 
ficted either upon the Sinner, or ſome 


other in his ſteady and conſequently, 


no effectual Way to make Men and 
Angels truly ſenſible of his Abſolute 


and Eſſential Holineſs, but by ſome 


ſuch Satisfaction to his vindictive 
Juſtice, as alway includes Puniſh- 


Ment. 


How then is it poſſible that Repen- 
' *tance alone can be a ſufficient Expia- 
tion, which eſpecially. in their Notion 
FO 1 e to prevent and to 
deſtroy all the Neceſſity of Puniſhment? 
If it were ſuſficient effectually to Ex- 
piate all Sins, it would be tufficient 

alſo effectually to prevent all Puniſh- 
ments. What one Principle or Noti- 
on then can be more abſolutely Incon- 
ſiſtent and Abſurd than this, Which 


at once both ſuppoſes and deſtroys the 


Neceſſity of puniſhing Sinners? The 
Neeeſlity of Expiation ſuppoſes and 
proves the Neceſſity of Puniſhment, 
in that if the Divine Sanction and Ex 
ecution of the Law were righteoully 
and reaſonably to be revers'd' and ſu- 
perſeded, no Expiation would be want- 
ing, but our Salvation would be as 
Righteous and Reaſonable 2 5 
nl 
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And yet, if Repentance alone were a 
ſufficient Expiation, the Puniſhment 
of Sin could not be Neceſſary, becauſe 
the effectual A toning for it by true 
Repentance would wholly remove and 
preyent that Neceſſity. What then 
can be more Palpable and Groſs, than 
a Principle that directly undermines 
the very Foundation on which it ought 
to ſtand? It affects in theſe Men's 
Mouths to be call'd by the Name of 
Expiation; and yet, as intended by 
them, it deftroys the Whole of that 
very Thing which in that Name is 
primarily, and chiefly, and indiſpen- 
ſably imply'd. F 
How very different is this from our 
Chriſtian Atonement? Which does 
not repreſent the Divine Juſtice other- 
wiſe ſatisfy d and appeas'd, than by a 
ſevere Puniſhment of Sin in ſo extra- 
ordinary and wonderful a manner, as 
will abundantly evince both to Men 
and Angels the Greatneſs of God's 
Diſpleaſure, and the Severity of his 
Reſentments. Whereas theſe Men 
wholly: ſuperſede-all the Neceſſity and 
Obligations to this; and if Men be 
but heartily. Afflicted, and Contrite, 
_ mend- (, 
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124 5 The Wiſdom 5 of | God, 5 
mendment, God has no more to ex- 
pect from them, but muſt reſt ſuffici- 
ently ſatisfy'd with this, be their Of. 
fences never ſo many, and the Aggra- 
vations of them never ſo provoking. 
By this alone, in our Adverſaries pre- 
ſent Opinion, all the Obligation to 
Puniſhment is vacated, and the Neceſ- 
ſity of it ceas'd, becauſe Repentance 
alone is a ſufficient Satisfaction to the 
Infinite Almighty God for an infinite 
Number of the moſt heinous Provoca- 
tions that can be committed againſt 

him. A . 
This Opinion would be more tole. 
rable than it is, if the former Conceit 
of an Arbitrarious Remiſſion by a 
meer Sovereign Dominion and Ri 
could reaſonably have place: 
where there is no other Reaſon of, or 
Obligation to Puniſhment, but/ by the 
meer Arbitrary Will of the Supreme, 
there Repentance may be enough; 
becauſe he that acts only by his own 
Will, may chuſe whether he will exact 
any thing more, or no. And indeed 
theſe two looſe Principles are fo nearly 
allied, and have ſuch a cloſe and mu- 
tual Relation to each other, that they 
are fit to be maintain'd only * the 
ame 


ere 


— 
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' fame Perſons. They mutually ſup- 
port each other; but. take away the 


one, and the other has but little 
Strength and Force alone. 

I 45 not then go farther to ſhew 
the great Vanity and Unreaſonable- 
neſs of fuch a Principle, than to ſhew 
you. how this alſo, as well as the for- 


m is inconſiſtent with the Eſſential 


Vi dictive Juſtice of God, and deſtroys 


all neceſſary Regard to his Honour 


and his abſolute Perfections. How 
{hall Men and Angels, who will both 


of them judge of God, by the viſible 


Fruits of his Providences and Govern- 


ment, how ſhall they be made ſenſible 
of his Eſſential Holineſs, and that his 


Laws are founded on the Princi- 


outkeſs, and that he hates Sin with a 
real and a perfect Hatred, if they. were 


to ſee all the Solemnity of his wiſe 


Laws, and facred Covenant, truckle 
out of meer Pity to a relenting Sinner ? 


And all theſe Eternal Reaſons and Ob- 


ligations of his Laws to be at once 
given up, upon ſuch a ſingle Conſide- 
ration, Which however Becoming and 


1425 


ples of Eſſential and Eternal Righte- 


Neceſſary, is not yet Sufficient, in the 


ate 


"> 
* * 
* * 
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deal with us 


cCiples; 


me Wiſdom of GM, 
ate the Guilt of a vile Tranfgreſlion of 


tlie leſs ſacred Laws and Ordinances of 


Men? Theſe Things, I ſay again, 
might be allow*d, if all was re olv'd 


into the meer Arbitrary Will of 8 
Lawgiver, without any neceſſary oy 


li o Sin in Juſtice to the en hit 
Sin. But where God appears to 
upon the BRaBliſht and 
Eternal Princit 5 of Juſtice and Riph- 
teouſnefs,” and by fuch Laws and Co- 
venants as are founded on thoſe Prin- 
there, I think, it is impoſſible 
that Repentahce alone ſhould be al 
low'd a ſufficient Expiation. This is 
what 1 think, that neither the Honour 
of God, nor the Authority of his Laus 


can admit. 
of eſpetially when God, Almighty 


7 mow a well atteſted Revelation not 
only de 


clar'd ſomewhat more than this 


ary, and contriv'd a Way for us, 


Which he proclaims to be more ſuita- 


ble to his Divine Perfections, it is the 


5 of Infolence 'and Vanity; . 


well as of Im bee to preten 
Weak and tr Rea ſons a 8ginſt i b. 
Eſpecially yet, if you will but allow, 


105 Wlat 1 have often mention d, becauſe 


I ain it is never to be deny'd, vis. 
e 


in eb Rillinprionf Min. 
That the Puniſhment of Sin is the only 


ality of God's Holineſs and Hatred of 
it, when it is once committed; which 
will not only convince us, that his 

L vindictive Juſtice is an Eſſential At- 


the greater Evidence God gives 1n it 
Jof his juſt Diſpleaſure and wrathful 
Indignation, the 
Honour of his Holinefs, and the more 
he keeps up the facred Obligation, and 


guards the Authority of his ſolemn. 
8 Eſtabliſhments and Covenant An d 
Ir pi gor "Ni theſe, I think, very plain 
„ad cefein Principles, I dare appeal 


to all the ſenſible part even of our Ad- 
y oerſaries, whether our Gofpel Redemp- 


ot Wl tion by the Mediation and Atonemenr 


is of Jeſus Chriſt, does not much better 
is, Nanſwer all theſe Reafons, and much 
a- better ſerve all theſe great and glorious 


he Purpoſes, than that Repentance alone, 


48 which in the common Sentiments of 
ur Mankind, is not enough to Expiate 


nor allow'd ſufficient to prevent the 
Execution of them. But I muſt go 


Evidence in Nature to atteſt the Re- 


tribute, but alſo that the ſeverer the 
Conditions of our Pardon are, and 


e more he conſults the 


the Tr afifgreſſion of Human Sanctions, | 


2. AS 
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128 The Wiſdomy of God, 
penitents 2. As Repentance alone is not ſuffi- 
dure, Ciently ſatisfactory to the vindictive 
Sin, Lon Juſtice of God, for that, very. Reaſon 
ever an, it alone cannot reſtore us to that Origi- | 
Contrizs nal State and Perfection of Righteouſ- 
bey naybe. neſs from which we by Tranſgreſſion 
| fell. I have already obſery'd above, 

that the Salvation of Mankind does 
not only require a Mechator to deliver 
us from the Miſery due to our Sins, 
but alſo to reſtore us to our loſt ſtate 
of Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, in or- 

der to our Felicity and Immortality; 
the Authority of the Law till remain- 
ing good, that no Man in a ſtate of 
Sin ſhall be admitted into the Preſence 

and Kingdom of God. And that no- 
thing leſs than what 1s completely Ho- 

ly and Perfect in Obedience, can inhe- 

rit complete Felicity and Eternal Life. 
Now how can Repentance alone do 
all this? Mourning for Sins is not ful. 
| filling the Law, but lamenting that we 
have not fulfill'd it. Tis bewailing 
our Guilt, in which Contrition we ac- 
knowledge our ſelves Sinners, and 
cannot ſtand upon our Innocence. In 
ſhort, it declares us to be Criminals 
ſtill, cho? more Humble and Contrite 

than we were before; and ſhews 2 

1 6 e * 
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ly, that whatever Change may be | 
made for the better, as to the inward 
Temper of our Mind, and Heart and 

| Deſires, yet we are ſtill in a ſtate of 
Sin, we are under the Guilt of it, and 
tainted with the Corruption of it, and 
certain for the time to Some to com- 

mit it in one Kind or other. We are 
fill, I ay, in ſuch a State, as God by 

a ſolemn Eſtabliſhment has made an 


: Wl ftcrnal Bar to our Entrance into C h. 2 
-eſtial Felicity: And therefore, until 

ve can ſo far recover our ſelves from 

- che Power, as well as from the Guilt 

x Wot it, that we ſhall offend no more, 

but be re · inſtated in our Original Ca- | 
> {Wpacity of perfect Holineſs and Obedi- 1 
o- ence, we are not, according to the 1 
e- irt Ordinance and Covenant of God, 1 
fe, fit for the Glories of his Kingdom. . 
do And we all know how the ſtricteſt and 


1l- Welt Repentance comes infinitely ſhort 

ve ef this. If therefore that Clauſe of 

ng {Wie firſt Covenant be {till ſo in force, 

ac- Ws 1 think I provꝰd that it is, that no- | 

nd hing in a ſtate of Sin can be admitted 8 

In o Immortality, every Body alive may \ 

als {ally poopie that Repentance alone _ 
rite Nan never be ſufficient to the Recove- 1 
un- Jof our loſt Felicity. Either the | 


K flirſt 
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flirſt Covenant muſt be diſpens'd with, 
and ſuperſeded, or the Tranſgreſſion 
; of it expiated by ſome better Atone- 
ment than Repentance alone can 
make. Tis true, Repentance is the 

beſt Thing that we can do, and All 

that is in our Power : But ſtill, if this 

our All be too little to ſatisfie the 
Vengeance of our offended God, to 

_ »vinceate the Honour of his Attributes, 

the Holineſs and Juſtice of his Go- 
vernment, and to anſwer the Ends 

i! and Purpoſes of his Sacred and Eter- 
1 nal Laws, it ſhews only our Miſery, 
=_ not our Conſolation in that alone: We 
are {till Sinners, altho' relenting ones, 
And as Repentance alone can never 
waſh away our Guilt, ſo a ftate' 0 
Sin and Immortality in Happineſs can 
never ſtand together. There is then, 
we ſee, no Remedy for us, but that 
as by our Sins we fall under the Diſ 
= - pleaſure and Wrath of God, and be 
3 come obnoxious to his Righteous Ven: 
| geance to ſuffer ſuch Torments as lus 
Divine Juſtice ſhall think proper to 
! inflit; fo if left to our ſelves in that 
M.iſery, we muſt continue thus eſſe 
f Wrath, and fitted to Deſtruction, ne- 
ver, never capable of regaining ” 


% 
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L loft Felicity and Glory, till that Gra- 
cious God of Truth and Righteouf- 
neſs, who alone beſt knows how to re- 
concile his Attributes, and to exhibit 

| Mercy in ſuch a way as ſhall be no 
Blemiſh to his Juſtice, ſhall find out 
2 Saviour to atone for, and a Redeem- 

| er to reſtore us. This is what our 
Chriſtian Goſpel tells us he has done 
by his own Blefſed Son our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, And how much wifer and 
better a Methad that is, and how 
more to the Glory of God, the Honour 

of his Goodneſs, Juſtice and Holineſs 

and more agreeable to the Reaſons o 

the firſt Covenant, and the Authori- 
of all his Laws, is the next Thing » 
t we are to ſpeak to. This is the, 


cn, II. Second Thing I propos d. But derm, V- 
hat i before I enter directly upon this, I _ 
Di would beg leave to take a fuller and 1, ad Mi | 
be completer View of the miſerable State . 4 
of Mankind by Sin, and of the Ven-; from all 
geance and Miſery that we wanted e, 
toto be deliver d from. What has been 23 — 
litherto faid, has been with fo pecu- Ine 
lar a Regard to the firſt Covenant 3 
made with Mankind in Adam, and | 
ur univerſal Fall under the Curſe and 

k I IS Sen- 
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Sentence of Death by him, that the 


Perſonal Iniquities of the reſt of Man- 


kind have not ye been ſufficiently 
i 


taken into Conſideration... Tho A4. 
dans Sin made all Mankind Mortal, | 
and brought us all under the power of 
Death, yet that was not the only Ca. 
lamity that we wanted to be deliver'd Ml *© 
from. I am therefore now to add, ll © 
that beſides and over and above all 
that, there is a farther Reaſon, and 
a freſh Occaſion for, and a new ill * 
Neceſſity of Atonement and Expiati- Wi © 
gn, to deliver us from the Vengeance Wh 
Jus to all our own actual Sins, and al 
from the Puniſhments to which we R 
are all inevitably expos'd by them, ® 
For altho? we were not each of us Bl 
originally under any particular Stip WW 
lation and Perſonal Covenant as to out M 

- own Perſonal Actions, by the Terms = 
of which, ſuch, or ſuch à particular He 
-, Puniſhment became due unto us. for the 
our Sins, yet we were, and in a ſtate thr, 
of Nature we are all ſo far under the San. 
general Reaſons and Obligations 0 pp 
that firſt Ordinance and Decree, that og 
as Sinners we muſt be Miſerable. - And Kano 
as by our own Perſona}, Obſtinite and te 


Deliberate Offences we are greater Sin 
1 ners 


— 


— 
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ners than Adam was, fo conſequently 

we muſt by thoſe our greater Sins, 
become obnoxious to ſome farther Ad- 
ditional, Perſonal Vengeance, to ſome 
greater and ſeverer Puniſhment, than 
that Death alone which the Sin of 
Adam has brought upon us. And what 
that is we are now to conſider. For 
the clearing of which Point let it be 


- 


. Firſt, That our Redemption, as ſet zegeemer 
forth in Holy Scripture, has reſpe& al Men. 
to the Sins of all Mankind, as well „ 
as to the Sin of Adam. He died for 2 Cor. = 
al, in that 4 had ſinned. And for this Rom. v. 
Reaſon, When the Apoſtles ſpeak of 

our Redemption and Salvation by the 
MOI! of Chih, - chey: ſpeak in lth 
manner as includes the whole Race of 
Mankind wanting ſuch an Expiation : l 
and Atonement by reaſon of our Sins. 1s 
le came to ſave us from our Sins, And Mat. 
therefore in him we have Redemption, . \ 
thro* his Blood, even the Remiſſion of our 3 
Sins. . And when ne were Enemies by Rom, v. 4 
wicked Works, which all Sinners are, N 
God was in Chriſt reconciling the World 
ano himſelf, not imputing their Treſpaſſes ff 
unto them: So that he is now become = 
the Propitiation for our Sins; and not for 


| . I Joh. ii. 2, 
| K 3 W 2 
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nal Offences had made him obnoxious 


all Men, and to have been the Propi 
tiation for all our Sins. It muſt be on 


our Sins, and muſt have ſuffer d, had 


clude and obſerve, 


| The Wiſdom" of God, 

ours only, but for the Sins of the whole 
World. Now if Chriſt thus died for all, 
then were all dead, as St. Paul argues on 
a like Occaſion. Dead, not by Adam's 
Sin alone, but in and by 'thoſe their 
own Sins, for which he Died. And 
this Death muſt be underſtood Figura- 
tively, and be intended todenote ſome 
fuch Miſery and Torment in a ſtate 
of Death, as each Man's own Perſc- 


to. ?Tis in regard to this alone, that 
he can properly be ſaid to have died for 


my er .. 


the account of ſome fuch Miſery as 
we were in danger of, by reaſon d 


we not been ſo redeemd. And there 
fore from this Conſideration we con- 


{ Secondly, That beſides the Death tt 
that Adam's Sin has brought upon w fit 
all; there was ſome farther Puniſh- WW 1 
ment originally intended and reſerv'd © cl 


for Sinners, on the ſcore of their own th 


Perſonal Tranſgreſſions and Offences, ou 
had we not been thus redeem'd by the i m 
Blood of Jeſus Chriſt.— This, me- on 


thinks, is undeniably plain and certain. rit 


—. 


1. From the vary Gon pens Phraſe Reden. 
and Expreſſion. The Words Delive- ® {#9 


rances, Redemption and Salvation, 1n 2 : 
che common Language of all Mankind , 
r ſuppoſe, that the Perſons were obnox- ON 

1 WW ious to, and muſt have ſuffer'd, had 

g they not been ſo redeem d, ſome what 

e of that Miſery and Torments which 

e they are now deliveyd from. With- 

„cout this, the Expreſſions are improper, 

8 and not ſignificant of the true Advan- 

t tages and Kindneſs exhibited to Man- 
„kind in Jeſus Chriſt. But why ſhould 

l inſiſt on Words alone? When, 

n 2. This is a Principle agreeable to 


common Reaſon alſo. If there be 
ſuch a thing in God as Effential Ju- 
ſtice, and Yindictive Righteouſneſs, 
founded in the Perfections of his Na- 
ture, and neceſſary to vindicate the 
Honour and Authority of his Laws, 
th MW then to be ſure the greateſt Tranſgreſ- 

us WI fions will alway have the ſevereſt Pu- 

h- WM nſhment, and with the greateſt Diffi- 

(  culty be pardon'd. —— Conſequently 


* 


vn then, if one ſingle Tranſgreſſion of 
es, our firſt Parents, and that too con : 
he Mitted rather thro the crafty Deluſi- 
ne: ons of the Tempter, than with a Spi- 
in. rit of deliberate Malice, fo. incens'd 
m 4 <- the 
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pend upon it, that the multiply 
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Tbe Wiſdom«of God, 
the Diſpleaſure of our God as to de- 
ſtroy the Felicity Which they had till 
then enjoy'd, and to bring Death on 
all their Poſterity, even on thoſe that 
never actually offended, we may de- 


Ini 


gquities, the deliberate, obſtinate Vices 


of an infinite Number of profane, ir- 
reclaimable, wicked Men, call'd for 


ſeverer Puniſhment, and ſmarter Tor. 
ment. And as they did, fo alſo that 


the Righteous Vengeance of an Holy 


God had made due Proviſion for it, 


And from this Mifery, more than 
from fark 


te of Death and Inſenſibility 


* 


alone, we wanted to be redeem'd. 


This ſeems ſo very plain and rationzl, 


as well as agreeable to the Scripture 


Phraſe and Expreſſion, that it cannot 
readily be diſputed. The only difficult 


and important Queſtion to be ask'd is, 


What, and Where the Miſery of ſinful 


Man muſt have been without a Savi- 


our. To which I anſwer, © 


na aii 2. Laſtly; That the State of Death 
i 77 muſt ſeems to have been that State by the 
©, Dave been 

| in 4 ſt ate 
f 3 2 F of Death 


Divine Providence of God allotted and 


appointed for Recompence to wicked 
and ungodly Men Unredeem'd. For 
however the State of Death is now ſo 


{ſweet- 


.. = = n= r =, 


of 
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ſweeten'd and fantiity'd by JeſusChriſt, 
that all who die in the Lord may juſtly Rev. xiv. 
be allow'd, and reaſonably be believ'd 13 
not to be Miſerable, but to abide-in 
Paradiſe, a place of Felicity and Joy, 
with our Lord, yet in its Original Ap- 


=) 
intment,..a ſtate of Death v s 14q\_/ 
tainly intended to be a ſtate of Ven- 
ance and: Retribution to Sinners, 
that St. John calls the future Torments 


of the Damned in the Lake that burneth Rev. xx. | 


with Fire and Brimſtone by the Name of F. 8. 
the Second Death. It had Alluſfion, 
and was accommodated, no doubt, to 
the full extenſive Import of Death it 

ſelf, that firſt Death, I mean, which 

the Sin of Adam has hrought upon us 
all; which, according to the Hebrew 
Language, in- Which Living and Dy- 

ing ſignifie Happineſs and Miſery, 
ſeems not intended ſo much to denote 

an entire Diſſolution of the whole Man, 

25 that Diſſolution of the Body, and 
Separation of the Soul from it, by 
which the Soul paſſes into a ſtate of 
Recompence and Retribution for its 


dins; into the place in Hebrew call'd 789, = rü... 


| 3 
in Greek g The former denot- 
ing the deep and immenſe Caverns of 
the Earth, is often rendred the Pit, 15 

. _ 7 


The Wifdom of God, 
the Grave and Hell, as it was by the 
Ancients taken for the general Recep- 
tacle of the Dead. The other is par. 
ticularly mention'd as the place of 
Torments ' in which Infernal Spirits 


are reſerv'd unto the Judgment of the 


laſt great Day. But what need 
more? If it be allow'd that the Rig 
\ teous God had made Proviſion fd 
Vengeance, and the Puniſhment of 
Sinners in a ſtate of Sin and Wrath 
without a Saviour, it muſt be in x 
ſtate of Death, and can be no where 
elſe. As to the Reſurrection from the 
Dead, it is ſo wholly aſcrib'd to Jeſus 
Chriſt, and to his Conqueſt over 
Death and Hell, that, if Chriſt had 
never become our Saviour, there could 
have been no Reſurrection from the 
Dead. And therefore all the Miſery or 
Torments that Mankind unredeem'd 
could have ſuffer'd for their Sins after 
this Life, and without a Reſurrection, 
muſt have been in a ſtate of Death. 
Nor'is this at all diſagreeable to the 
Sentence at firſt denounc'd againſt 
Man's Diſobedience, In the day that 
thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely dit. 
Which, as it was not a Perſonal Cove- 


nant! made with Adam alone, and a 
5 VF 
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Sentence to be immediately inflicted 


| Nature, and a Sentence of Mortality, 


his Sentence Almighty God has not on- 


and Diſpleaſure againſt Sin in general, 
but alſo at the ſame time made Pro- 


very Man's Perſonal Offences in that 
ſtate of Death, that more proper Time 
and Place ordain'd for Vengeance and 
Puniſhment to Sinners. n 
Our preſent Life is on all hands 
er Wl canfeſs d to be chiefly a ſtate of Trial 


ud WF it rather in the way of Diſcipline and 
the Government, than of an exact Re- 
or compence and Compenſation. If there- 


n'd Wl fore God made any Proviſion for the 


ter WF Puniſhment and Recompence of Sin- 
ion, ners unredeem'd, the future ſtate of 
h. Death muſt be the Time and Place 
the I originally intended for it. I know ve- 
ink ry well, that ſome think it ſufficient 


that our whole Generation fall under 
by his Offence, ſo by the Severity of 
ly atteſted to the World his Vengeance 


viſion for the future Puniſhment of e- 


or Probation, and all the Miſeries of 


139 1 
on him, but a Covenant of Human 


tha in this Caſe to fay, that by Jeſus : 


dit. Chriſt and his Redemption, we ſhall at 


ove· the laſt Judgment after the Reſurrecti- 


ad a on be deliver'd on the Conditions of | 
Fc | 
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leave to ask, whether Mankind had 


if there had been no Saviour, no Re- 


\ 


7" 


Redemption as is worthy of God, and 
of that myſterious Method by which be 


not, becauſe without him there was 


would, and muſt have ſuffer'd any ſuch 


* 


kind and tender Expreſſions of Love 
and Pity, by which the Goſpel repre; 
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Faith and Repentance, from the Tor. 
ments of Hell and Damnation, which 
were due to our Iniquities. I grant it, 
andTearneſtly deſire to Bleſs and Praiſe 
the Infinite Mercies of our Gracious 
God, thro? the Merits and Mediation 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in which, 
and in whom alone we have this Hope. 
But then at the ſame time I muſt beg 


been in danger of, and could, and 


Puniſhment and Miſery by their Sins, 


demption given? If they. had, then 
indeed here is the greateſt reaſon d 
Joy, and Thankſgiving, and Praiſe 
imaginable. This is a Deliverance 
wonderful Condeſcenſion, and Mercy, 


and Compaſſion, and Grace: Such a 


he has accompliſh'd it, and of all thoſ ſy, 


ſents it to us. But if Mankind could Ihe 
not have ſuffer'd any ſuch like Tor- 
ments, but by his Saviour, as it's plain 
that in theſe Mens Senſe they could ir; 


ng 
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nd Poſſibility of either Reſurrection, 
or Judgment, or Future State, then I 
muſt beg leave to alter my whole 
Thoughts and Sentiments of this Mat- 
ter; and freely to declare, that thus 
underſtood, the words Deliverance, 
Redemption and Salvation, cannot be- 
long to it. It looks rather like Preva- 

1 with Mankind, than to treat 

us with Candor and Integrity, to tell 
us that we are /av'd from our Sins, and 
deliver'd by Chriſt from the Miſery 
due unto em, and the Torments and 
Damnation to which they had expos'd 
us, when at the ſame time, according 
to theſe Mens Principles, we could 
not poſſibly have been obnoxious to, 
nor have ſuffer'd any ſuch Torments 
by em, if ſuch Redemption had ne- 
yer been wrought, and ſuch a Saviour 
had never been given. If this, I ſay, 
be the Caſe of Mankind in' Chriſt's 
Dying for us, Redemption, Salvation 
and Deliverance are Words improperly ' 
us'd on that Occaſion; in that if this 
be indeed our Caſe, we are ſo far from 
being deliver'd from the Puniſhment 
of our Sins by Jeſus Chriſt, eſpecially 
if we ſpeak of Human Nature in ge- 
neral, that inſtead of this, by him, 
| n 8 


p # : BE f 
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\ 


ſuch Vengeance, and Puniſhment, 


of Sin and Death, as the Scripture 
Expreſſions and N otions Concernin 
our by Jeſus Chriſt can in 


obtain by Jeſus Chriſt, thoſe very 
Words alone ſuppoſe and prove that 


of Death. 


+ he tells us, that Chriſt took our Na- 
ture and Died for us, That thro Death 
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rance from our Sins, from the Gui 


* 


me Wiſdom of God, 
and by him alone are we brought to 


and Torment for our Sins, as if he had 

never come, we could never have ſuf. 

_ but muſt eternally have el 
cap 


Let thoſe then look to it, hw ad 


vance ſuch Notions of Deqgth, and of 
the Condition of Mankind in a ſtate 


no wile conſiſt with, - For if it be in- 
deed Redemption, Salvation and Delius. 


and the Puniſhment of em, that we 


there was a ſtate of Vengeance, and 
Miſery, and Puniſhment, and Tor: 
ments prepar'd for Sinners antecedent 
ly to either our Reſurrection or Re 
dertiptich; and that n be in a ſtate 


It's thus 1 acklerfinad: S6. Paul, when 


he might deftroy hin that had the pomer 


f Death, (i. e.) the Devil; that is, 


him who had Power and Authority 


Over 


over the Dead, to Torment, and Af, 

gi, and Puniſh em for their Sins. 
Thus alſo he tells us again, that Jeſus 

has deliver d us from the wrath to come. 1 Thef, 
That Expreſſion plainly ſuppoſes Ven- i. 10. 
geance and Wrath to have been the * 
Portion of Sinners without a Saviour : 

And — Wrath > * fo the 
diſtinguiſhing Character of Miſery in 
— World, and of ſuch Miſery” 

as we muſt have ſuffer d in that other 
World, without a Saviour, muſt, I think; 
be undeniably ny ſtate of Death. * 
There being no other Miſery that 
Mankind could have ſuffer'd after this 

Life, and antecedent to the Reſur- 
rection, which as it's obtaind by Je- 
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þ ſus Chriſt alone, could never have be- 
dM long'd to any of us, had we never 
x been Redeem'd.—— In ſhort, the 
n: words Mercy, and Goodneſs, and Pity, 

e. and Compaſſion to Sinners, neceſſarily. 
ate ſuppoſe Miſery belonging to thoſe Sin- 


ners, to whom that Pity is extended. 
in And as a Covenant of Grace certainly 
Ja- ¶ bas its Denomination from thePrinciple 
u chat it proceeds from, and the Benefits 
that are tender d by it, ſo indeed the 
Declarations which the New Teſta- 
ment almoſt every where makes of the 
hs r 


in the Redemption of Mn. 143 


— 
A | | 


a K a - K * D * * 4 
bs Ak © i , J s. ts C e ” N * 
1 * { 


oy 


. 
* 
- 
4 


Tube Wiſdom 0 Cod, 


Love and Goodneſs of God to Man- 


kind, in giving up his Son Chriſt Je- 


ſus to die for our Redemption, are ve- 


ry ſolemn and wonderfully Great. 
And as God never extols his Acts of 
Mercy and Grace without Reaſon, 


and beyond the juſt Merit of em, ſo 


we muſt from thence conclude, that 
there was a Reaſon and a Neͤceſſity 
for all this, ſuitable to the Greatnel; 
of the Undertaking: In all which, the 
Love of God to Mankind will alway 


be conſider'd, and riſe or fall in our 


Eſteem, not only in proportion to the 
Bleſſings and Benefits that we are in- 


titled to thereby, but alſo to the 


Greatneſs and, Inevitableneſs of that 
Miſery, which otherwiſe muſt have 


been our Portion. Now, tho it muſt] 


be acknowledg'd, that as Death is the 
Puniſhment of Sin, it is a Bleſſing, 


and an Act of Grace, to deliver our 


Mortal Nature from it, and to reſtore 
us to the Hope of Immortality again, 
yet the Bleſſing is much enhans'd, 
when we come to reflect, that even in 
the Death we are deliver'd from, we 
had not been in a ſtate. of Indolency 


and Exemption. from all Miſery, bu 


muſt have languiſh'd in the everlaſt- 


ing 


of 
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ing and continual Senſe of God's ſe- | 
vere Diſpleaſure and Wrath; and in | 
degrees of Miſery and Torment pro- 2 
portionable to the Greatneſs of out 


. e I L 
This then is the State to which the " 
) WW Goſpel Notion of Redemption and Sal- 
vation from our Sins does molt peculiarly 
end properly belong, and that beſt 
5 Wl fuits the ſolemn Declarations that are 
© Wl therein made of Deliverance, Mercy, 

7 WH Pity, Compaſſion and Reconciliation, | 4 
rA Deliverince it is, not from Death 

e alone, but alſo from thoſe Miſeries and \ 

u. Torments in it, which as they are 
e ten thouſand times worſe than a meer 5 

at Diſſolution or Annihilation, ſo it de- | 

Ve Wlerves'beft on that account to be calld L 


alt } by the namę of Salvation. e 
he If theſe Obſervations are juſt, and Ihe immer 
15, theſe Reaſonings true, as I cannot but ray 51 0 | 
perſwade myſelf they are, then me- pppd in 
thinks there needs to be no more Diſ- Bran of ous 
putes about the diſtinct Exiſtence of .f 
the Souls of Mankind in a ſtate of u. F 
eparation; in that the very DoQrin 4 
f our Redemption, if thus under- AY 
ood, ſuppoſes it. And to talk that 
| Dead Man is no way capable either of 
h or Torment, mult needs be either 
" a . an 


P 
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_ as a ſtate o 


ject meerly to vindicate a Cauſe that 


true Reaſon, and the great Want and 


> 

The Wiſdom of God, 
an Equivocation, or a great Miſtake; 
and as inconſiſtent with the true No- 
tion and Scripture Account of our 
Redemption, as with the common 
Sentiments and eftabliſh'd Opinion of 
Mankind about the Soul. A ſtate of 
Death has — univerſally look'd on, 

f Retribution for our AQi- 
ons, and of Puniſhment for our Sins. 
I have not faid thus much on this Sub- 


I may be thought too fond of, I mean 
the SouPs Natural Immortality ; but 
becauſe I am verily perſuaded that the 


Neceflity of our Redemption ariſe 


from, and depends very much on: ore 


the Righteouſneſs of God. It is to 


in a ſtate of Sin: Nay, to have made 


tender Regard to the Miſery and Tor. our 
ments that Mankind muſt have ſuffer wit 
ima {tate of Death, had we not been ent 
ſo Redeem'd. To ſuppoſe that the 
had been no ſuch future ſtate of Put, ! 


niſhment and Vengeance, had no bute 


Chriſt by a Reſurrection provided one Gd 
ſeems to me, I muſt own, a great Ble 
miſh to the Wiſdom, and a Defect un 


ſuppoſe him to have made no effeQua 
Proviſion for the Puniſhment of Sin 


that 


i 


ne 


«/ 
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that Proviſion for Vengeance and Mi- 
ſery in, and by a Covenant of Grace, 
which a ſtate of Sin much rather want- 
ed, and ſeems more peculiarly to call 
for and require, and which Redemp- 
tion was therefore intended to deliver 
us from. In a Word, it is to ſuppoſe, 
that if Mankind had never been Re- 


5. deem'd, we could never have ſufter'd 
Wl cfectually for our Sins; but by the 
at Benefit of a total and final Diſſoluti- 
non all the Perſonal Iniquities and moſt 
ui enormous Vices of Mankind muſt have 
he WM gon unpuniſ'd, and enjoy'd a perpe- 

$0 ge Oe 
- tal and everlaſting Impunity. And 
{es 


25 ſuch Principles do by no means a- 
14 Moree with the Scripture Account of 


with our Natural Notions of that Eſ- 
cl Wfential Holineſs and Vindictive Juſtice 
er of God, which I have already ſhewn 


Pu-Wto be neceſſary and eſſential Attri- 


noi butes, the true Foundation of all 
One, 
Ble- 
J in 


Vengeance againſt Sinners. From 
this Account then of the miſerable 


5 Condition of Mankind in a ſtate of Sin, 

Tua roceed we now, e 
Sin R | |; = a 

f | f . . 

nade rn To 


that 
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cur Salvation, fo do they as little alſo 


God's Legiſlature, and of all his 


ba. 


F be x- 1. The firſt Thing to be confider'd 
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The Goſßel. To conſider what the Atonement 
accom.) of this Guilt, and the ſaving us from 
tion conſi- this Miſery in its full extent, ſeems 
dered. neceſſarily to require; and alſo, how 
excellently and admirably well the fe- 

veral Actions and Sufferings of Jeſus 

Chriſt anſwer to the Ends and Rea- 

ſons of all that could be expected in 

fuch a Caſe, And here we ſee already 


that there are two Things to be taken 
notice , rt (ons I 
I. The Redemption of Human Na. 


ture from the Puniſhment of Adam 
Sin, from Death, and from the Power 
of Death, which his Diſobedience has 
abſolutely brought us all under. And, 

2. The Redemption of our Perſons 
from the Puniſhment and Miſeries in 
a ſtate of Death to be inflicted on our 
own actual Tranſgreſſions, and the 
reſtoring us not only to Life, but to 
Happineſs and Glory / 


1 Fand provided for in this Salvation, | 


\ | = } 
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upon this Subject, a mighty Regard is «+ 
1 MW to be had to the Difference that there v 


sis between what belongs to all our Na- 
* ture in general, and what belongs on- 


. y to our Perſons: I mean, what be⸗ =_ 
as Wl longs to us all univerſally as Men, by vv 
a. Ml Virtue of ſomething done in our Na- e 


in ture by our Head and Repreſentative, 
deriving thereby either Good or Evil 
upon us, without any regard to our 
own Actions, and what we do in our 
own Perſons, and are either to ſuffer, 

or to be rewarded for on that account. 
The one 1s Abſolute and Univerſal, 
and has no dependance on our own - 
Perſonal Actions, either to prevent or 
to promote it. The other, as it is 
Perſonal, ſo it is Conditional, and will 
be determin'd this way or that, as we 
do Good or Evil. In the firſt of theſe 
ways was both our Creation and our 
Fall. God made Man Perfect; and 
the Original Righteouſneſs and Inno- 
cency of Adam Was the Original Righ- 
teguſneſs and Innocency of Human 
Nature, and ſhews what Beings we 
his Offspring might have deriv'd from 
him, could we have deriv'd them 
without Sin. — Thus alſo the Sin 
and Fall of Adam was the Sin and Fall 


. 
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of Human Nature, by which not He 
| | alone became Mortal and ſubject unto t 
=_ . Death, but all Mankind in him. Thus 0 

| 1 Adam a die; and as the Fruit, and 
Conſequence, and Puniſhment of his ſe 
one ſingle Sin, and in regard to his, tl 
but not our own Perſonal Offences, it A 
Keb. ix. #5 appointed for all Men once to die. This tc 
a Revglt and Apoſtacy of Hu- WW n 
man Nature, the miſchievous and per- Ml ti 
nicious Fruits of which extend to eve. 01 
ry individual Perſon of us. ri 
So alſo in order to the Salvation of w 
you, and me, and any other Perſon, Ml fr: 
. Regard muſt firſt be had to the Reſti. Wh ar 
tution and Recovery of Human Na- a. 


ture. And accordingly the Foundation Gr 
and firſt Step in the Salvation of Man- ft 
kind, muſt be the Redemption of Hu- N 
man Nature, and the reſtoring of that JW for 


to the happy Privileges and Advan- WW us 
tages from which it fell by Sin, before arc 
any effectual Deliverance, any com- an 
plete Felicity is to be expected or en - far 
joy'd by any of us. Now in this mat - WI 
ter there are two Things to be particu - In 
larly regarded. Fa in 
1. Our Redeemer's taking our Na- me 
ture upon him, that He might become I V5, 
r 
© gy 2. What 


lat 


in the Redemption | of Man. 


that our Nature, in order to the Ac- 
compliſhment of that Redemption. 


1. His aſſuming our Nature. For 7, 


ſo has the Wiſdom of God ordain'd, 
that whatever meritorious Satisfaction, 
Atonement or Expiation is to be made 
to that end, it ſhould be made in Hu- 
man Nature. This I take to be the 
firſt great Inſtance of God's Righte- 
ouſneſs in this wonderful and myſte- 
rious Diſpenſation; and that indeed 
which moft eminently diſtinguiſnes it 
from ſuch an Act of Deſpotick Power, 


and Arbitrary Dominion, as we have 


already ſeen to be diſhonourable to 
God, and ſubject to dangerous Con- 


ſtructions among Men. That the ſame 


Nature that ſinned and dies, atones 
for Sin, conquers Death, and reſtores 
us unto Eternal Life again. That we 
are redeem'd in the very ſame Fleſh, 


and recover Immortality in the very 
fame Way and Method of Juftice by 


which we loſt it. Thisis that eminent 
Inſtance of the Righteouſneſs of God 
in our Salvation, that St. Paul recom- 
mends to our Thoughts, when he tells 


us, That as by Man came Death, by May ! Cor. xv. 


2. What He has done or fuffer'd in | 


great 
Neceſſity of 
Chriſt's In- 
carnation. 


8 


alſo ſhould come m Reſurrection f the . 
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Dead: That as in Adam all die, ſo in 


Chriſt ſhauld all be made alive. That 
as in Adam our whole Nature became 


Mortal, and ſubject unto Miſery, ſo 


in Chriſt 'our Redeemer our Nature 


atones for Sin, deſtroys Death, and 


riſes again unto Righteouſneſs and Life 


Eternal. ; 


— 


For this Reaſon it is, that none 


could be a proper Redeemer for us, 


but one that could and would aſſume 
our Nature, and take our Fleſh upon 


him. Whatſoever of this kind was 


to be done in our Behalf, and to our 


— it muſt be done in our 
19 


very Fleſh, or it belongs not at all to 
us. Angels therefore, however they 
may be .commiſhon'd by Almighty 


God to miniſter to the good of Man- 
kind, and however they may in many 
Things, when ſo commiſſion'd, be be- 
neficial to us, yet all their Service, 
all their Performances, and all their 
Righteouſneſs could not belong to us 
as OUr Righteouſneſs, becauſe not per- 


form'd in our Nature. Nor could the 


Recompence of their Obedienck in a- 


ny tolerable meaſures or methods of 


Juſtice be imputable to us as our Re- 


campence, while done in another Na- 
led ans Oi 1 
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ture that We have no ſhare in, nor a= * . 
ny natural or neceſſary Relation to. 
Upon this very Conſideration it is gelt »o 
that St. Paul at once aſſerts both the ſhare in our 
Neceſſity of Chriſt's Incarnation, and 2 L 
denies in conſequence thereof, that the 
faln Angels have any ihare in, or Benefit 
by his Redemption, For both he that Heb. ji. 
ſauctiſieth, aud they that are ſanctiſied, Li, 12, Oc. 
are all of one; for which cauſe he is not 
ham d to call them Brethren, For. as 
much then as the Children are Partakers 
of Fleſh and Blood, he alfo, himſelf like- 
wiſe took part of the ſame, that thro? 
Death he might deſtroy him that had the 
power of Death, that is, the Devil; and 
deliver them, who tro“ fear of Death 
were all their Life-tinꝭ ſabject unto bon- 
lage. For verily, he tbok not on him the 
nature of Angels, but he took. on him the 
feed of Abraham. Wherefore in all things 

it behoved him to be made like unto his 
Brethren, that he might be a merciful and 
faithful High-Prieſt in things pertaining 
unto God, to, make Reconciliation for the 
Sins of the People. He expreſsly afſerts 
the Neceſſity of Chriſt's Incarnation, 
to make him a fit Perſon for our Re- 
deemer, and for the Atonement of 
gur Sins, as the true Efficacy and mg- 
252535 ne its ritorious 


* 


| : | . | | . : * 2 
We Viſdom ef God, 
ritorious Influence of all his Perfor- 
mances, in order to our Reconciliati- 


1 


Relation there is between us, as we 
are Brethren; that is, as by being 
cloth'd in our Fleſh he makes himſelf 
the Repreſentative by whom God has 
_ conſented that. this our Mortal Nature 
ſhould be Deliver'd and Redeem'd.2--. 
On this account he is call'd the Second 
1 Cor. Adam, that is, the ſecond Head of Hu- 
xx. 43 man Nature, the ſecond Repreſenta- 
tive of our whole Kind, who was to 
do for us, and in our Fleſh, what the 
firſt Adam had not done: Nay, who 
was appointed of the Father to reſtore 
and recover our Nature from all that 
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greſſion of the firſt Ada had brought 
upon us.——Por this Reaſon it has 
been truly and judiciouſly obſerv'd b 
my late Learned Friend now with 
So d, That where there is not a Deviation 
Mr. Sta- and Propurgation of the ſame common 
Nature, there cunnot be a Communication 
of Mor al or Natural Good or Evil. And 
thus if God ſhould create a new, an- 
other Man of the ſame Form, Image, 
Frame and Conftitution with Adam, 
; Who, as new Created, was not de. 


® 
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on, to have their Foundation in the 


Miſery and Curſe, which the Tranſ- 


ſcended 
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ſcended from his Loins, he could not . 


reaſonably become a proper Redeemer 
unto us; in that what was not done 
or ſuffer'd in the very Nature and 
dh of Adam, could not reafonably 
righteouſly be imputed to the 
Sons of Adam, nor avail to the Atone- 
his, or of our Sins: In the 
fame Fleſh and Blood by which we fell, 
we muſt riſe again. And the ve 


fame Nature that brought us under the 


Curſe, and the Power of Death, muſt 
bring us to Life and Hap ineſs again. 
In this is founded not o ly the Righ- 
teouſneſs of our Redemption, but alfo 
the Right and Pr which we 
have in the Benefits of any thing that 


ſeſus Chriſt has either done or uffer'd 


for our fakes. 
Let us then ſtop here a little, 490 
View, and Admire, and Adore the 


unſp eakable Goodnels, and the woh- - 


Jerful Ri „ and Wiſdom and 


Juſtice of Almighty God in this firſt 
myſterious AQ 01 8 our Redeemer; in 


tins firſt Step towards the procuring 


our Salvation. With what juſt Aſto- 
mſhment muſt we behold Us "ve 
ſame way and method of Reaſon an 
Juſtice obſerv'd in our Recovery, that 


had 
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had been obſery'd in our Fall! To 
find Human Nature deliver d from 
Death, and reſtor'd to an Immortal 

Life by juſt ſuch another Covenant 

and Diſpenſation as that by which we 

all became Mortal? And how excel. 
lently well does all this Account for 
the Neceſſity of that moſt myſterious 
Incarnation of the Bleſſed and Eternal 

Son of God? A Myſtery, which the 

— Angels themſelves have been deſirous 
I xet. i. 70 prie into? While by theſe means the 
13. very ſame Nature which in Adam fell, 
7 | riſes to Life again in Jeſus Chriſt. 
And we, by our, Redeemer's aſſuming 
our Fleſh, become as Righteouſly, as 
Reaſonably and as Juſtly entitled to 
the Benefits of his Obedience, and to 
the Advantage of his Performances in 
our Nature, as we were to Death and 
Miſery by Adam's Sin. Thus wonder: 
fully are the Righteouſneſs, the Wiſ⸗ 
dom, the Goodneſs and the Juſtice of 
God in our Redemption conſulted and 
vindicated by the myſterious Incarna- 
tion of his Bleſſed Son, and in ſuch a 
manner, as neither Men, nor Angels, 

CE could have projected or devis'd with- 


out it. ; 
bt | Again, 
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in the Redempt ipn of Man. f 157 
Again, in this very ſame Conſidera- 2b Me. 
ton, one of the otherwiſe moſt ſur- — 1 
1 I prizingand unaccountable Providences Aigeoſ = 
t Wl admits of a reaſonable and eaſie Solu- 5 cd Bl 
e fl tion. How much Pains has been ta-7/,. 
ken, how many Volumes have been{sin be 
r Wl Written, and how many various Con g. | 
s WM jectures made to vindicate the Righte- lil. 

il Wl ouſnes of God in the Fall of Man? 

le That one Man ſhould ſin, and all the 
World beſides be puniſh'd, and ex, 

1 Wl pos'd to Death and Miſery. for, and =” 
ll, by his ſingle Offence. Sometimes. Men 
ſt. have look'd on Death as a common 

Debt of Nature, rather than a Puniſh- ; 

as ment of Sin. Anon they refer all to 55 a 
to God's Sovereign Dominion, who may 

to do with us what he pleaſes. And yet 
10 WF none of theſe do ſo ſatisfactorily ac- 
nd count for that wonderful and extraor- 
er: dinary Diſpenſation, as the looking 


i- forward on our>promis'd Redeemer, | 

oi ¶ and conſidering the ſame Scheme and . 

nd Method of Juſtice laid down in) our 

na- firſt Covenant, that was intended to be 

ha religiouſly obſery*d in the ſecond. The 

els, | ame Rule of Reaſon and Equity ob- 

ih- ferv'd in the Puniſhment of Adam's. . 
Sin, that was intended to be obſerv'd in 

1 1 our 

all, 


158 The Wiſdom ef God, | 
our Deliverance from that Puniſhment, Þ oi 
The ſame Righteouſneſs in bringing Il V 
us under the Power of Death, that m 
was to be ſeen afterwards in our Re- fe 
covery of an abſolute and endleſs Im- I a1 
mortality, vindicating hereby not on- ¶ be 
ly his Juſtice, but his Goodneſs, and te 
| tender Concernment and providential MM of 
4 Care, in that as St. Paul tells us, M here Il th 
' Rom.y, Sin had abounded, there Grace did much E. 
20. abound, For, not as the Offence, ſo ali M 
41's the free Gift ;, but if thro? the Offence of Ml w! 
one many be Dead, much more the Gra Wl us 
of God, and the Gift by Grace, which i. an 
one Man Jeſus Chriſt, hath abound Ml. 
uno many. That as Sin hath reignd 
21. unto Death, even ſo might Grace reign de 
thro) Righteouſneſs unto Eternal Life by ¶ be 

Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, r 

Let then the Atheiſts and Deiſts of 
the Age here try their Skill, and ſee if I ma 


= they can by any other Way, or Means, Ae 
* or Methods of Juſtice whatſoever that I Sor 
| b they can think of, ſo well conſult the I Pea 
Honour of God, and the Harmony of den 
his Attributes. Let *em ſee here Mer- ¶ oth 
cy and Truth meeting together, and 'Þ 
| Prt.gs, Righteouſneſs and Peace, Juſtice and Re- folll 
10. ” Conciliation mutually ſupporting _ 
| ; other. 


other. If they can deviſe any other 


bold to fay, that they will then threa- 


\ | 
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Method more for God's Honour, and 
more ſuitable to his unchangeable Per- 
ſections, and the eternal Obligation 
and Authority of his Laws, I dare be 


ten hard to undermine the Neceſſity 
of our Redemption. But if nothing of 
this can reaſonably be pretended, then 
let us cloſe with thoſe Overtures of 
Mercy, and Pardon, and Salvation, 
which God has graciouſly exhibited to 
us by his Bleſſed Son in our Nature, 
and cloth*d with our Mortal Fleſh. 


But the Glory of God in this won- Serm. VI: 
derful myſterious Diſpenſation, will 
be more conſpicuous by proceeding to i 
kt forth, 5 | 
2. By what Actions and Perfor- . Influ- 
mances, and by what Merit in thoſe ec T 
Actions and Performances, the Bleſſed 720 0 
Son of God Incarnate has made our mnces to 
Peace, and purchas'd that Eternal Re- 9 Sau 
demption for us, which we could not 
otherwiſe have been Partakers of. 
Now this may be reduc'd to theſe 
following Heads. wo 


I. His 
0 WR 


, \ 7” a 


Eis ab. I. His having in-our Nature fulfill d 
tute bed” all Righteouſneſs, and paid an exact 
Gods Laws and entire Obedience to that firſt Co- 
rel, venant or Law, by the Tranſgreſſion 
for dice Of which Adam fell, and all Mankind 
nem of in him; He is all along ſet forth in 
* Sins. Holy Scripture, as one who was in all 
his Life abſolutely Innocent and Pure, 
perfectly Righteous and Unblameable 

in all his Converſation. He did no Sin, 

neither was Guile found in his Mouth. He 

I pet. ii. Was made in all things like unto us, Sin 
22 oply excepted. He was thus repreſented 
| under the Law, by that moſt — 
able Type of him, the Paſchal Lamb, 
© | _ Bxod. xii. It was to be 2 Lamb of the firſt Tear, 
3. and entirely without either Spot or Ble. 
et. v 19. iſp. All which was deſign'd to in- 
ſtruct us, that the Perſon who was to 
Redeem us, and to make an Atones 

ment for our Sins, muſt be one of 
ſpotleſs Innocence and Holineſs, as 
Harmleſs as a newborn Infant, as 
White and Pure as the new-faln Snow. 

Such a High-Prieft, and ſuch a Sacrifice 

Heb. vii. became us, as was Holy, Harmleſs, and 
26. ſeparate from Sinners. Now to this his 
abſolute and complete Obedience, by 

which he thus fulfill'd all Righteoul- 

. 0 nels, 
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in the Redemption of Man. 161 
neſs, and preſerv'd that Innocence | 
ſpotleſs and entire, which Adam had 
corrupted and loſt; St. Paul in ſome 
meaſure imputes- the Juſtification '6f | 
Human Nature : As by the Offence of one 1. | 
Judgment came upon all Men to Condem. © 
nation, ſo hy the Righteouſneſs of one, the 
free Gift came upon all Men to Fuſtifi- 
cation of Life. For as by one May's 
Diſobedzence many were made Sinners, ſo 
by the Obedience of one ſhall many be made 
Righteous.' He ſpeaks here in a direct - 
and plain Alluſion to the Fall of Man- 
kind by the Sin of Adam. And he ar- 
gues about the Redemption of Human 
Nature, and the Recovery of that Like 
and Immortality which we all loſt by 
him. He had before declar'd how all 
Mankind bgcame Mortal by the Sin 
of Adam ; Bj onue Man Sin entred into i2. 
e Morld, and Death by Sin; and ſo 
Death paſſed upon all Men by him, in 
mon all have ſinned. And now he 
Wnagnifies the fingular Wiſdom, Ju- 
ice and Goodneſs of Almighty God, 
n ſo accommodating the Redemption 6 
ind Reſtitution of Human Nature to 
ie Rules and Methods of our Fall, 
hat all the Misfortune and Diſadvan- 
pe. which Adam's Sin has brought 
„ . upon 
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Rom. 


d 15, 17. 
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The Wiſdom of God, 
upon Mankind, is done away by the Iv 
Obedience of Chriſt; and our mortal Mm 
ſinful Nature by his Righteouſneſs re- Ws 
ſtor'd to Life and Immortality: For if Sit 
by one Man's Offence many be Dead, and Wie 
Death reigmd by one, much more they, who Wtic 

. of Grace, and of the Wand 


gift of Righteouſneſs, ſhall reign in Life Wico 


of God, by which he in our Fleſh ful: 


from the Oppoſition that is here made 


by one Man's Obedience. The meaning 


by one, even Jeſus Chriſt. That the 
Apoſtle here by the words Rig hteonſ. 
neſs and Obedience intended, that lus 
actual Obedience to tht whole Law 


fell d all Righteouſneſs without any Sin, 
Tranſgreſſion or Offence, ſeems plain 


between Adam _ Chriſt ; By the a 
and Offence of one, by the Righteouſne 
of one, By one Man's Diſobedience, and 


of which is, that Adam Sinned, and 
by his Diſobedience all Men Die: Chriſt 
was abſolutely Righteous, and per- 
fectly Innocent, and by his Obedtend 
are all made Righteoas, and entitled a. 
gain to Life and Immortality. This 
is his Argument. By all which, i 

we mean no more than this, That the 
actual Righteouſneſs and Obedience 0i 
Jeſus Chriſt to that whole * toqnade 


. 


in the Redemption of Man. 

which the Promiſe of Eternal Life was 
made, was neceſſary by God's Decree, 
a8 Previous to the Expiation of our 
Sins, and to make our Nature Re- 


and Evidence of the Juſtice and Righ- 
teouſneſs, as well as of the Mercy and 


That in every Part and Branch of it 
He has conſulted the Honour, Autho- 
ity. and Obligation of that firſt Law 
and Covenant, by the Tranſgreſſion of 
which Mankind fell ; and would not 
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de rent for the Sins committed againſt 
n until the Righteouſneſs of it had 
een firſt exactly and completely ful- 
nad by an abſolute, entire and per- 
ing ert Obedience, in that very fame 
ud Nature which had offended ; where- 
rity; as in the firſt Adam we fee the 
-FWuilt,ſo in the ſecond we may contem- 


ure, By our having in the Perſon of 
ur Saviour abſolutely fulfilPd the O- 
final Conditions upon which the 
Tromiſe of Eternal Life was given, 
kiore any manner of Pretenſions are 
Wade to an Expiation or Atonement 
M 2 for 


— 


deemable, it deſerves to be taken no- 
tice of as a very remarkable Inſtance 


Goodneſs of God in our Redemption. 


6 ( 
1 


/ 1 


admit. of any Expiation or Atone- 


late the Righteouſneſs of Human Na- 
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164 The. Viſdom of God, 
for our Offences. In conſequence of | 
| which; our Deliverance from Death, 
and our new Title to Eternal Life, be- l 
come, not a meer Arbitrary, altho'a 
Free and Gracious Gift ; but are in 
ſome meaſure the Merit and Fruit, 
the Recompence and Reward- of the 
Innocence and Holineſs, as well of 
the Sufferings 4nd Sacrifice of Human 
Nature in the / Perſon of Jeſus Chrif, 
A n 


Our Aton - II. Chriſt Jeſus was not only Obe 
Chriff's dient to the Law for us, but he alſo 
Deab. ſuffer' d Death for our 'Tranſgreſſions 
of it, and our Diſobedience to it. And 
indeed whatever Neceſſity there might 

be for, or whatever meriterious Influ- 

ence and Efficacy in the complete In. 
nocence and ſpotleſs Purity of the 
FhBleſſed Jefus, to put us into a redeem- 
able State, yet we all know, that the 
New Teſtament every where lays the 
great Emphatic Force of all that Chriſt 

has done, or ſuffer'd for the Atone- 
ment of our Sins, in his Dying on the 
Croſs for us: 1» him we have Redempti- 
on thro* his Blood, even the Forgivent|s 
of our Sins thro? the Riches of his Grace. 
Col. i. 1g, Hle having made our Peace thro? 1 y 
” "ht Blog 


Eph. i. 7. 
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Blood. of the Croſs. And all this ſo tru- 
ly and properly in the way, and man- 
ner, and nature of a Sacrifice of A- 
tonement and Expiation, that St. Paul 
tas aſſur'd us, that Fi the Sacrifices 


and Expiation under the Law were fo 
calld, and fo inſtituted, ' that they 


might be Types and Figures, and 
previous Repreſentations o that grand | 
Atonement made by the Blood of Je- Hy, x. x. 
ſus: The Law had only a ſhadow of good 
things to come; and the Temple, in 
nich were pr Gifts and Sacrifices, 
was only a gare for the Time then pre- 
knt, But Jeſus Chriſt, not by the Blood + &, &c. 
F Bulls, and Calves, and Goats, but | 
his own Blood, entred once into the 
Holy Place, having obtain?d Eternal Re- 
æmption for us, Thus he is our Savi- 26. 
ur, as in the end of the World. he appear d 

lo put away Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf, 
Thus is the Subſtance of our Chriſtiaf 
Doctrin of Salvation by a Dying Sa- 
our. And now, to gratifie the over- 
ace Curioſity of ſome of our Modern 
Rationalifts, we muſt, it ſeems, con- 
der what there is in this Sacrifice of 
the precious Blood of Chriſt, truly ſa- 
factory to the Divine Juſtice and 
Vengeance, and that may reaſonably 
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receiv'd upon the ſure and indiſputa- 
ble Authority of ſuch a Revelation, 


Nature can admit; it's hard, I fay, 


VUnſearchable Wiſdom at the Bar d 


The Wiſdom of Ged, 
be allow'd meritorious to the Expiation 
and Atonement of Sin. 


It is, methinks, not a little hard to 


put this upon us. When we preach a 
Goſpel, whoſe Divine Authority and 
Truth are ſo well atteſted, that we 


can defend it by unanſwerable Argu- 


ments, and by the cleareſt and the 
ſtrongeſt Evidence that Things of this 


that the Doctrin of it ſhould not be 


without calling God to account for the 
Reaſons and Principles of his Diſpen- 
ſations, and trying his Infinite and 


our own weak and ſhallow Under 
ſtandings ; which to do upon almoſt 
any Pretence whatſoever, is Arrogant 
and Infolent : But when done out 0 
a ſtrong Partiality to our Sins andi u 
Vices, and only to make Cavils and 
Exceptions againſt Religion, it is im- 1] 
piouſſy Daring and Bold, and inexpi- 
ably Wicked and Profane. But, 
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| Blefſed be God's Holy Name, what N 
ever unknown Principles, and unre P 
veal'd Reaſons there may be of this} h 
great ſtupendous Myſtery in the ſecret] fi 
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in the Redemption of Man. 

and unſearchable Councils of the Al- 
mighty, which we muſt not pretend 
to account for, till the final Revelati- 
on of all Things; yet, as it was all de- 
ſign'd for the Good and Benefit of Men, 
ſo it is even at preſent ſo far accom- 
modated to the Reaſon and common 


Underſtandings of Mankind, that 


eren at this Bar there is much more 
to be pleaded for it, than can poſſibly 
be ſaid againſt it; and ſuch a juſt Ac- 
count to be given of the Reaſonable. 
neſs of theſe Divine Decrees, and both 
of the Neceſſity and of the Merit of 
Chriſt's Sufferings to atone for our 
Sins, as the boldeſt Pretenders to 
Reaſon, and the greateſt Maſters of 
rein*d Underſtanding and a penetra- 
ng Judgment are not able to con- 
ute. « "8 


| To make this: Aſſertion | good, let 


us , . 

| 1. Look back a little, and take a 
ſhort View of what has been before 
faid, as to the Nature, End and Rea- 
ſons of Atonement, from whence. the 
Neceflity of it ariſes, and to what 
Purpoſes it is directed. Now, we 
have ſeen already, that all this is taken 
from the Ends and Reaſons of puniſh- 
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$ _ The Wiſdom of God, 


ing Sin and Sinners; and that the true 
End and Reaſon of puniſhing Sinners, 
is only to bear witneſs to God's Ha- 
tred and Diſpleaſure againſt their Sins, 
to vindicate the Honour of his Attri- 
butes, the Wiſdom of his Government, 
and the Righteouſneſs and Authority 
of his Laws. Were it not for theſe 
Principles and Conſiderations, I do 
not ſee that either the Prohibition, or 
the Puniſhment of Sin would be neceſ- 
fary ; or that any Expiation or Atone- 
_ for it could reaſonably be re- 
wr'd. 

If therefore it ſhall appear, | 

2. That the Death of Chriſt was 
really and truly the Puniſhment of Sin, 
and ſuch a Puniſhment as is found 
ſufficient to all theſe Ends, and to an- 


| ſwer all theſe Reaſons and Purpoſes, 


to bear witneſs to God's Hatred of 


Sin, to vindicate the Honour of his 


Attributes, and the Wiſdom of his 
Government, and the Righteouſneſs 
and Authority of his Laws; it may 
then be allow'd to make a ſufficient 
Satisfaction, Expiation and Atone- 
oe: Or WTONg 


We 
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We are therefore to. conſider the 


Neath of Chriſt. 
1. As having in it the true Nature of Chriſ's 
2 Puniſhment of Sin. And this indeed 27 4 


Puniſh- 


Death in itſelf is, according to God's men: for 


N + i 


| Original Ordinance and Law, 15. * 


pointed Puniſhment and Wages of Sin: 
The Wages of Sin is Death. And as Rom. vi. 
from the firſt Tranſgreſſion of Man- me b 
kind it was appointed for all Men 
once to Die, ſo Jeſus Chriſt, in ſub- 
mitting himſelf to Death, ſubmitted 
nimſel? thereby to the Puniſhment of 
Sin. Dying is bearing the Puniſn- 
ment of Sin. But then, 

That which is highly material in this 
Caſe is, that he dic not bear this Pu- 
niſhment for any Sins of his own, for 
he was perfectly Pure, and abſolutely 
Innocent, and without Sin; but he 
willingly ſubmitted to Die for the Sins 
of all Mankind. Here therefore it is 
that we muſt again make mention of 
our Bleſſed Saviour's having i in our Na- 
ture fulfilPd the whole Rig teouſneſs 
of God's Original Covenant and Law, 
by the Tranſgreſſion of which Man- 
kind became Mortal, as that which is 
party to be confider'd i in the Me- 
ion neſs of his Paſſion. It is this . 


that 


/ 
* 


1 
a A 
* 1 
9 
_= 
PR „ A * 0 


— SAD” n "EE. 3 n 


1 

| 
[| 

A 

” * 
7 


— 3 
1 * 
© 
by _ — — 


170. The Wiſdom of God, 
Griffs that makes his Death to have in it the 
4 Ranſom true Nature of a Sacrifice, that in the 
and a be. ſtricteſt Senſe it was wholly and en- 
miſe. tirely undeſerv*d by him. According 

to God's Original Ordinance and De- 
cree, he was not under the Law of 


Death himſelf, as the reſt of Mankind | 

are, but exempt from the fatal Sen- 

tence, and entitled to an Immortal 

and Eternal Life, by his ſpotleſs Puri- , 

ty, and by his having fulfill'd the ; 

hole, upon which the Promiſe of WM 

Eternal Life was made. Dying there- M 1 

fore in him was abſolutely Voluntary MW , 

and Free, to which he was under no n 

Neceſſity, by virtue of any previous { 

| Ordinance or Decree, otherwiſe than d 
| as he gave himſelf for us, and willing- ſ 
8 ly laid down his Life as our Ranfom, v 
© and the ineſtimable Price of our Propi- v 
1 ** 80 


It is this alone, I ſay, that makes N ce 

his Death properly call'd a Ranſom ar 
and a Sactifice. It is giving up him- ar 
ſelf, and his Life for us, when of all to 
Mankind he alone could juſtly plead is 
an Exemption from the Sentence of be 
Death; and had no other Reaſon, 'no of 
other Obligation, no other neceſſity ev 
of Dying, than as he offer'd up — for 
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in the Redemption of Man. 171 
Blood as the To Aureyr, the 79 G N Mat. xvi. 8 
* : 26. - | 
the Price of Redemption, in conſide- . 8. 
ration of which we are to be deli- 
ver'd. | Fo OO” 7 
And this ſhews by the way how 
very unfit any other Man, befides Je- 
ſus Chriſt, was to make any ſuch A- 
tonement. Take the whole Race of 
Mankind beſides, and we are all Sin- 
ners without exception; and as Sin- 
ners, under the Sentence and Power 
of Death: And he, who as a Sinner, 
wants an Atonement, for that Reaſon 
alone muſt be unfit to make one. He 
may lay down his Life by Dying, 
ſooner than otherwiſe he would have 
done; but his Death could be no Ran- 
;- WM fom to redeem his Brother, becauſe it 
1, was not in his Choice whether he —_ 
would Die, or no. He was under tzve 
Sentence of Death, and under the ne- >, 
e& il ceffity of Dying, one time or other, 
m antecedently to any fuch Pretenſions; ö 
n- and it was not in his Power poſſibly * 
all to avoid it. Dying, in any one who 9 
ad is a Sinner, cannot therefore pern 
1 


of | be ſaid to be a Voluntary giving up - 

no of Life, as a Ranſom to God, be 

ty every Ranſom, or price of Deliverance 

his for Sinners, ought to be of ſome = 
Gift, 


wy . 


— . 
N WY , 
El 


1 


is ble in this reſpect is 


$ 
ment 


— 
AN ud ö 


— = =_ = 
l _— — = F = \ SEES 
———WcTETTETT — 
- . * : 2 
. 3 


d 
. 
= 


173 The Wiſdom of God, 
| Gift, as was not otherwiſe due. But 
Death, the eſtabliſh*'d and decreed 
Wages of Sin, 1s due to every one who 
is a Sinner, and in that very Thin 
makes his Life altogether incapable o 
being a Ranſom for Sinners, and a 


Propitiation for Sins. It is the ab- 


ſolute Righteouſneſs, and perfect In- 
nocence of our Bleſſed Saviour, by his 
entire and complete Obedience to the 
Whole Law, without any manner of 


Failure or Defect, that gives the firſt 


Merit to his Sufferings or our ſakes, 
and makes his giving up himſelf to 
Death, to' become a proper Puniſh- 
ment for Sin, and a proper Ranſom 
and Propitiation for our Sins, by his 
being under no Neceſſity or Obligati- 

on of Dying on any other account. 
The ſeveri» 2. Another Mw conſidera- 
[he Greatneſs of 


Sufjerings 


© > Influence; Our Saviour's Sufferings, and the Mi- 


b; 


Arone- ſerableneſs of that Death which he 
Died for our ſakes. For, as there is 
no true Expiation and Atonement for 
Sin, without Puniſhment, as neceſſary 
to bear witneſs to God's Diſpleaſure a- 
ainſt, and Abhorrence of it; ſo con- 


5 equently, the greater thoſe Sufferings 


are, and the ſmarter the Sorrows and 
2 | Tri- 


 » 


in the Redemption of Man. 


— 


Tribulations which our Redeemer on 


this account endures, the greater muſt 
be their Influence to atone for Sin, 


becauſe in all this we have the more 


certain and undeniable Evidences of 


God's Diſpleaſure and Indignation a- 


173 


gainſt it even while he pardons it; and 


the clearer Indications of his ſpotleſs 
Purity and unblemiſh'd Holineſs, as 


Eſſential to him as his Mercy. And 
as the maintaining in this manner the 
Horiour and Harmony of the Divine 
Attributes, is one great Reaſon of this 


| Diſpenſation ; fo thus it is that we ac- 


count for all the black and diſmal 


Scene, all the fad and afflicting Sor- 
rows, the mournful Tribulations and 


Perſecutions , the tormenting Death 


and Paſſion of the Diſtreſſed, Crucified 


Jeſus. - They were all ſuffer'd for our 
Sins, and neceſſary to our Salvation. 
They were the Evidences of God's 
juſt Diſpleaſure againſt us, for whoſe 


ſakes, and in whoſe ſtead he was af- 
fitted. And every Stripe, every Groan, 
every Reproach that reach'd his tender 


Heart, and wounded his innocent 


Soul, had its Influence to our Peace. 
And that | becauſe by this puniſhing 


{on 


the Sins of Human Nature in the Per- 
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17% The Wiſdom of God, 
Jon of him who undertook by Suffer- 
ings to make Satisfaction for em, God 
atteſts his Righteous Indignation a- 
gainſt our-Diſobedience, proclaims his 
abſolute Purity and Holineſs in the 
Fruits of his Difpleaſure, and vindi- 
cates the Honour of his Attributes, 
- and the Wiſdom of, his Government, 
and the ſacred Authority of his Laws, 
in the Severity of thoſe-bitter Agonies 
and Sorrows which he lays. on the 
Perſon of our Redeemer. And thus 
every Inſtance and every Degree of 
Affliction which he felt on this ac- 
count, by bearing the better Teſtimo- 
ny to God's Abhorrence of Sin, makes 
the Pardon of our Sins and our Recon- 
ciliation ſo much the more eaſily to be 
obtain'd; in that it may now be grant - 
ed ſo much the more ſecurely without 
any juſt Blemiſh to the Wiſdom of his 
Government, or: to the Honour of his 

. -IvrinePerigions. ... 

2 3. Another Thing of great Moment 
Dignity of in this Affair is, The Greatneſs and 
bis Perſon. Dignity of the Perſon ſuffering, For 
if the inflicting and ſuffering Puniſh- 
ment, as a Witneſs of God's Eſſential 
Holineſs, and Abhorrence of Sin, be 
ſo indiſpenſably Neceſſary, that there 


Can 
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can be no ſufficient Expiation without 
it. And if they are ſo peculiar in this 
Caſe, that the ſeverer the Sufferings 
are, the greater is their Influence to 
appeaſe God's Wrath ; then alſo by 
the ſame Reaſon, the greater the Per- 
ſon is that ſuffers, the more efficacious 
muſt his Sufferings be to our Salvati- 
on. And that becauſe as the Dignity 
of the Perſon adds much to the Merit 
of his Paſhon, fo every Circumſtance 
of this kind, by repreſenting the Diffi- 
culty of our Pardon in the high Price 
of our Atonement, {till magnifies the 
Glory of God in the Adminiſtration of 


his Mercy. In a Reconciliation fo 
purchas'd, and on ſuch Conditions, 


we the more clearly apprehend at one 
view both the Goodneſs and the Ju- 
ſtice, both the Perfect Holineſs and In- 


finite Mercy of our God, his Hatred 


of Sin even with Compaſſion to the 
Sinner, and his great and heavy Diſ- 
pleaſure againſt our Diſobedience at 
the ſame time that he forgives it, and 
delivers us from the Miſeries that were 

All this is fo very agreeable to the 
common 'Reaſon and Sentiments of 
Mankind, that perhaps this one Con- 


ſideration | 
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e Wiſdom of God, 
ſideration will be found at the laſt 
Great Day, of the greateſt Force and 
Moment to unfold the Myſtery of this 
wonderful Diſpenſation. If nothing 


leſs than the Royal Prince himſelf, 


the Darling Son of a Great and Glo- 
rious King, ſhall be able to prevail in 
his Mediation for Rebellious Subjects, 
and not He neither, without bearing 
in ſome great Degree the, Chaſtiſe- 
ments, which by the Law are de- 
nounc'd againſt the Offence; this 
' ſpeaks the Greatneſs and Severity of 

x 6 Royal Diſpleaſure againſt that 
Crime which he thus puniſhes in the 
Perſon of his only Son. And when 


the Heinouſneſs and aggravating Cir- 


cumſtances of the Crime bears hard 
upon his Government, and the Au- 
thority of his Laws, it may in ſome 
Caſes be not only Wiſe, but Neceſſa- 
ry to require ſome ſuch. Satisfaction. 
This is juſt the Caſe before us. To 


bear witneſs to the Greatneſs and Ju- 


ſtice of God's Diſpleaſure againſt Sin, 
is the true Reaſon of all Puniſhment 
and all Expiation. And the more of 


this then is ſeen, either in the Inno- 
cency or Eminency of the Perſon ſuf. 
fering, or in the Severity of his Suffer- 
3 | ings, 
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ings the more have they in em all the 


true Nature of Expiation. And the 


1 
z 


ings anſwer the Purpoſes for which 
they were intended, and have, by 
confulting the Honour of God, the 
greater Influence to our Salvation. 

So that, however Myſterious and 
Inexplicable ſome parts +; our Re- 
demption may be,. and are, to Human 
Reaſon and Underſtanding, yet the 
Grounds and Principles of his requi- 


ring Satisfaction for Sin, and for the 


violated Authority of his Laws by it, 
theſe lay, level to the common Senti- 
ments and Notions of all Mankind. 
And both the Honour- of his Attri- 
butes, and the Wiſdom of his Go- 
vernment, and the Authority of his 
Laws, which cannot but by ſome ſuch 
Methods be ſupported, require, ac- 
cording to- the common Principles of 
Human Reaſon, ſome ſuch like Condi- 
tions and Conſiderations of Atone- 


ment , as the Chriſtian Goſpel has 


reach'd to us. 
| N And 
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more conſpicuouſly the Vengeance of 
God againſt Sin is by theſe means dif- 
eover'd, at the ſame time that he ex- 
tends his Mercy and Compaſſion to 
the Sinner, the more do all ſuch Suffer- 
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Perſon ſuffering and ſatisfying for our 


he cannot in Honour think fit to par. 


The Wiſdom of God, 
And eſpecially the Dignity of the 


Sins, is a Conſideration, in common 
Reaſon, of moſt mighty Moment and 
Importance. Each Reflection this 
way ſhews us the. more undeniably, 
that God muſt-have a real Hatred, and 
an eſſential Abhorrence of that which 


don, but by the Death and Medaati- 
on of his only Son. It muſt needs be d 
Amazing and Aſtoniſhing to all Man- Wl 


Bleſſed Son of God thus Suffering, and 
Bleeding, -and Dying for us. A wiſe 
God, a juſt and good Father, would not 
admit all this in his only Child, with- be 
out ſome extraordinary, neceſſary and Me 
important Reaſons for it. And what We 


kind, to behold the Eternal and ever 5 
bet 


are they? Why, to bear witneſs to Hanc 


the deteſtable Malignity of Sin; and Hir, 


to ſhew, that there is ſomething in it I din. 


too heinous, and too offenſiye for the Wig; 
Death and Paſſion of any meer and com- mei 


mon Man to expiate. And therefore mee 
it was that God ſent his only Son into his 


the World, and gave him to be our ef t 
Ranſom and our Propitiation. And 
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„ oy Redempr tion of Man 
In uct} ee at all be ne- 
ceſſary, a à moſt remarkable Puniſn- 


ment of sin aoceſſary to that Expiati- 


on, both which I have-prov'd above, 
then the Dignity and Divinity of our 
daviour's Perſon is of ſo great Moment 
to that end, and to add to the Merit 
of his Sufferings and to the Prevalency 
of his Mediation, that we muſt ne- 
ver wonder to find thoſe Perſons who 
liſpute his Divinity, to deny alſo the 
jeceffity of his Satisfaction, and to ſet 


ip for 2 an Arbitrary Remiſſion of Sin, 


meer Deſpotick Will and Power. 
There is ſo near and cloſe a Relation 


between theſe two, that they cannot 


be ſeparated. The one can neither be 
Reliev'd, nor Rejected without the o- 
ther. Proportionably to the Greatneſs 


ind Dignity of the Perſon ſuffering 
ſor, an 


lin, ſo of N ccelft muſt riſe or fall the 
Bicacy of his Sufferings to our Atone- 
ment. I Chriſt was no more than a 


neer Man like our ſelves, then indeed 


his Death would have but little in it 


of the true Nature of an Expiation. 
And we muſt at laft reſolve all the 
Pardon of Sin, and Mercy to Sinners, 


In into that meer exerciſe of Dominion and 


N 2 Power, 


bearing the Puniſhment b 


V 
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Power, which might as well have had 
place if Chriſt had never died. But if an 
Expiation by the Puniſhment of Sin be 
neceſſary, as I have at large ſhew'd it 


I 
to be, then the Divinity of our Savi- : 
our is a Principle and Doctrin of the 
greateſt Moment; in that the Great 
neſs and the Severity of the Puniſh. Ill -: 
ment are much enhans d by the Great- MW < 
neſs and the Dignity of the Perſon on Ml © 
whom it is inflicted. | +» , Ma 
Let us lay all theſe Things together Ml - 
then and conſider, that if in the meri- MI G 
torious Obedience of the Bleſſed Jeſus, A 
whereby he fulfill'd the whole Law in Ml ft 
our ſtead, if the giving himſelf up un- 
to Death as our Ranſom and Sacrifice Ml ſe 
of Atonement, if either in the In- th 
nocence, or Greatneſs of our Dying n 
Saviour, or in the Smartneſs and Seve- th 
rity of his dolorous Paſſion ; if in any, va 
or all of theſe together, conſider'd as ut 
/ Reaſons and Conditions of pardoningWior 
Sinners, we ſee more plainly the Ho- the 
nour of God diſplay'd, the Harmony 
of Divine Perfections aſſerted, Juſtice I 
and Mercy reconcil'd, the Wiſdom of Fer 
his Government vindicated, Sin fo re- ¶ Na 
markably puniſh'd, that the Authority on 


of God's Laws is thereby maintain'di fulf 
| | An 
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nn the Redemption of Man. 181 
and all this more Gloriouſly, and in a 
more Eminent manner than can be in 

à meer Arbitrary Remiſſion, or in 
Repentance alone: This is all that I 

now contend for. For this is enough 

to demonſtrate, that there is nothing 

in this Diſpenſation either Mean or 
Trifling; nothing either unworthy of 

God, or unreaſonable in itſelf, or unfit to 

be credited when deliver'd in a Divine | 
and well atteſted Revelation. | * 


And yet, to ſhew you farther the 
Glory of God, his Wiſdom, and Good- | 
neſs, and Righteouſneſs in this our Chri- 
ſtian Redemption, let us oonſider again, 

4. That there is another Thing con- 
ſequent upon our Saviour's Paſſion, 
that adds much to the Merit of it, 
and has no ſmall Influence to ſet forth 
the Righteouſneſs of God in our Sal- 
vation. And that is, that he not only 
ſuffer?d, but he alſo conquer'd Death 
2 us. And let this be remembred as 
t N EF 


III. Third great and wonderful #isvifory 
Performance of our Redeemer in our 247 
* umph over 
Nature and our Stead. That he not Death, 
only liv'd in an entire Obedience, and 
ſulfil'd the whole Righteouſneſs of 
a7 "0-9 that 
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Reſurrection from the Dead. This he 
did, as in our Nature, in our Stead, 
in our Behalf, ſo unſpeakably to our 
Advantage; in that the Conqueſt that 


as the Sin and Apoſtacy of Adam could 


— — 


that Law from which Adam fell by 


Tranſgreſſion, and gave up his Life, 
and ſuffer d Death as the Atonement 
and Propitiation for our Sins; but he 


has alſo conquer'd Death, and him | 


that had the Power of Death, -by his 


he thus gain'd over Death and Hell 
by his riſing from the Grave, may 
very properly be calPd the Victory and 
Conqueſt of Human Nature. It is as 
much, and as truly, and as rightly ſo, 


be the Sin and Apoſtacy of Human 
Nature. And therefore there is as 
much Reaſon,- and as much Equity 
and Juſtice that all Mankind ſhould 
be reſtor'd to Life by the meritorious 
Paſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, 
in our Nature, and the Conqueſtover 
Death which he has obtain'd as our 
ſecond Adam, our Covenant Repre- 
ſentator by his Reſurrection, as that 
the Diſobedience of the firſt Adan 
ſhould involve his whole Poſterity in 
the guilt of Sin, and bring us all un- 
der the Sentence of Death and 2 
| : | | em- 
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demnation. The whole Reaſon an d 
Righteouſneſs of the firſt Diſpenſation 


was founded in our Relation to Adam 


as our Father, and as we are his Po- 


ſterity deſcended from his Loins. And 
the ſecond Adam Jeſus Chriſt is, tho? 


not our Father, yet our Brother, who 


took our Natyre on him, that he might 
accompliſh for us in it what the firſt 
Adam had covenanted, but not per- 
form'd. And therefore, as in this Re- 
lation he not only Died for us, but al- 
ſo conquer'd Death, and roſe again in 
our Nature, and as our Redeemer, 
his Atonement. and his Conqueſt may 
as reaſonably. and as righteouſly be 
imputed to us, in order to our reco- 
vering an Eternal Life, as the Sin of 


Adam was imputed to our Condemna- 


Paul himſelf intended, when he tells 
us, Col. iii. 1. That we are riſen with 


Chrift, as his Reſurrection is the Firſt- 
fruits and Pledge of that Victory over 


Death, and the Powers of Hell, which 


all Human Nature may obtain by 


i | IN, S 
And here, methinks, we have again 


an undeniable Evidence of the Divine : 


Nature of the Bleſſed Jeſus, the Eter- 
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nal Son of God, our Saviour. He is, 


as St. Paul truly teaches us, declar d to 
Rom. i. 4. be the Son of God with Power, according 


to the Spirit of Holineſs, by the Reſur- 


rection from the Dead. And there is ſo 
much juſt Force and Truth in the De- 
Claration, that nothing leſs than what 
is truly and eſſentially God, ſeems ca- 
pable of ſo wonderful àn Operation, 

If we were to ſuppoſe, what I do not 
know that it is impoſſible, I mean, 
that an Angel from Heaven ſhould 


take upon him the Nature and Fleſh of 


Man, and be Born of a Virgin in ſome 
ſuch extraordinary and miraculous 
Way as Jeſus Chriſt was; yet, if we 
ſuppoſe again, that this Incarnate An- 
el ſhould lay down his Life and Die 
for us, I do not ſee that he could have 
any Natural Power any more than a 
Human Soul has to riſe again. He 
muſt rather in ſuch a Caſe, as dying 
Men now do, continue under. the 


Power of Death, and in a laſting ſtate / 


of Separation. 


To Preſerve, or to Reſtore a Mortal 


Body from Corruption; to Re-aſſume 
it, and to Animate it a ſecond time 
with a new Life, ſeems too difficult a 
Task for any created Spirit, and as 
| | > all 
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impoſſible to a deceas'd Angel, as to 
the ſeparated Soul of a deceas?d Man. 
It is at leaſt ſo far above all the known 
Powers of created Beings, and has 
ſuch an evident Appearance of exceed- 
ing all the Capacity of Angels, that 
we have all the reaſon in the World, 
when we contemplate the Operation, 
and compare it with the frequent and 
Emphatic Titles of God ſo often given 
to Jeſus Chriſt in the New Teſtament ; 
we have reaſon, | I ſay, to take it in 
the higheſt and the nobleſt Senſe; in 
that the more of Real and Eſſential 
Divinity the Titles given him ſeem to 

bear, the more ſuitable they are ta the 
aſtoniſhing Operations aſcrib'd to him, 

and particularly to his Reſfrre&ion 

from 2 — my to 8 „„ 
5. Laſth. Another Thing that has ,, 

its DO to the Efficacy * Chriſt's — — 
Atonement, is, the Relation that he oe 8 
bears to us, not only as the Son of * © 
Man, but alſo as he is the Son of God. 

That Son by whom God made the 
World, and who on that account is 


ime ¶ juſtly call'd the Heir of all things, and Heb. i. 2. 
ime || the Firſt-born, or Lord of every Creature. Col i 15: 
lt a So that when he came into the World, 

| as ſtrictly and properly ſpeaking, He came Joh. j. 11. 


anto 
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Dee Wiſdom of God, 
unto his own, and to Redeem and De. 
liver his own from the Power and the 
Hand of our Enemy; to Redeem his 
own Poſſeſſion, whom he had a Right 
in, and a Title to by Creation, and 
whom he created for Happineſs, and 


in whoſe Innocency and Felicity he 


propos'd to have been Glorify*d. Theſe, 
I fay, he came to Redeem from the 
Miſchiefs and Miſeries of that Apoſta- 
cy whereby the Devil had endeavour'd 
to defeat his Expectations. In Conſi- 
deration of all which, the Deliverance 
and Reſtitution of Creatures whoſe 
Guilt has been ſo Aton'd for, and 


' Whoſe Calamities have been ſo Con- 


2 becomes an Act both of Rea- 
n and Juſtice, not only to the miſe- 
rable Creatures ſo redeem'd, but alſo 


to the Redeemer; to him who has 


Si enim 


i fallus 


* furren 
* D 


been both willing and able thus to ſa- 
tisfie for, and to aſſert his Right in his 
own Creatures, and to deliver and re- 
aſſume them out of e 
Hand into his own. juriſdiction and 
Poſſeſſion. There is a great deal both 
of Reaſon and Juſtice, that he who 


eo homo ut viveret, leſusa Serpente qui depravaverat eum, jam nen 


reverteretur ad vitam; ſed in totum projetius eſſet morti; vidtus eſſes 
Deus, E ſuperaſſet Ser pemis nguitia voluntatem Dei, Iren. III. 33. 
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had an Original Right over us by Cre- 


us from Death, to recover us once 
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ation, and had afterwards expiated q 


our Apoſtacy by his Blood, purchas d . 


us by his Death, and conquer'd our 
Enemies by his Triumphant Reſur- 
rection, ſhould have Power to deliver 


more to himſelf, and to reſtore us once 

again to our loſt Life and Immortality. 

This is not only to aſſert his Right, 

and to vindicate his Title to us, but 

which is yet more remarkable, it is ta 

ſhew how he is yet able under all theſe 

Difficulties and Diſadvantages, to 

make all Things maugre all the Sub- 

tilty and Power of the Devil, to an- 

ſwer to the end of his Creation, and 

to miniſter to his own Everlaſting Ho- 

nour and Glory. Which indeed is one 8 

certain Principle of all God's gracioss 

Diſpenſations, that they may all mini- 

ſter to the Glory of his Eternal and 

ever Bleſſed Son: For of him, and by Rom. xi. 

him, and thro* him, and for him, are all mw 

things, that in him ſbould all Fulneſs viii. 6. 

am 4 $5. +1. | + + Co. Io 
In one Word, when we contemplate Ay 37: 

Jeſus Chriſt in our Nature, fulfilling 

that Law to which the Promiſe of E- 

ternal Life was made, and making an 

. a FE Atone- 
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Atonement, a ſufficient and fatisfato- 
ry Atonement, for all the Offences 


committed againſt it, conquering 


Death, which God had made the Wa- 
ges and Puniſhment of Sin ; and him 


Heb. ii. 14. 7 4f had the 2 of Death, that is, the 


Devil; and in this Conquelt aſſerting 
his own Right, and vindicating his 
own Dominion over, and Poſſeſſion 
of us; in theſe Things we ſee in ſome 
good meaſure the Redemption of Hu- 


man Nature. We ſee Mankind, who 


by the Sin of Adam were involv'd in 
Guilt, and þroughr under the Sentence 


and the Power of Death, reſtor'd by 


Jeſus Chriſt in the very ſame. way 
unto the Favour of God and Eternal 
Life again, Not in an Arbitrary way, 
and by an Arbitrary Power, that ſeems 
to break in upon the Harmony of the 


+ Divine Perfections, and is inconſiſtent 


with a Law of Righteouſneſs, but in 
a way ſo agreeably to the Rules and 
Methods, the Reaſons and Principles 
of Juſtice, the Obligation and Autho- 
rity of God's firſt Ordinance and Ori- 
ginal Decree, that in conſequence 
thereof, the Benefits of Chriſt's Suf- 
ferings and Performances may as 
righteouſly be imputed to us, and to 
| GT Re | our 
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dur Advantage, as the Diſobedience of 


ſee the juſt Efficacy and Influence of 
all this to our Pardon, and to the Re- 
covery and Reſtitution of Human Na- 


ous, that, conſidering how we fell, it 
is now ſo far from being a Blemiſh to 


MT N 1 


n the Juſtice, or Wiſdom, or Goodneſs. 


„of Almighty God to pardon our Sins 


u- in ſuch a way, that after all this it 


10 would rather be a Blemiſh to all his 
in Attributes not to pardon us, at the 
ce Wl leaſt. fo far, as to deliver our faln Na- 
Dy WW ture from the Miſeries that we were 
thus brought under, and to reſtore us 
to the Privileges and Bleſſings which 
we thus loſt, and in the very ſame 
way had been depriv'd of. And the 


Reconciliation and Reſtitution, is 
what we call Expiation and Atone- 


* 


Adam was to our Condemnation. We 


ture ſo very Reaſonable and Righte- 


making way for ſuch a Righteous 


And ſeeing I am now mentioning 

the Great and Glorious Performances 
of our Dear,Redeemer, in order to 
our Salvation, let me add, ; 


IV. Lach 


_ The Influ- 
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IV. LI. His Aſcenſion into Hea« 


ence of bis ven. As God deſign'd us for Immor- 


Aſcenſion 
ino Hea- 
ven. s 


tality there, ſo Chriſt not _ Died 
and roſe again, but is alſo aſcended 


_ thirher, and there fits on the Right. 


hand of God. His Aſcenſion, accord. 


ing to-the Scheme of this Divine Dif. 


penfation, feems as neceſſary to our 
Salvation there, as his Reſurrection 
from the Dead to deliver and reſcue 
us from the Grave. For as he is the 
Saviour of Mankind, and the Redeem- 
er of Human Nature, in and by whom 
is all our Hope, and that too not in 
an Arbitrary way, but reſulting from 
the Merits of his Sufferings and Per- 
formances in our behalf, there is no 


Admiſſion for us into any beneficial 


tate or Condition, but what he muſt 


of Neceſſiry enter into before us. No 
Atonement to be made for Sin, but 
what he makes in Human Nature. 
No Conqueſt over Death, but what 
he has made by his own Glorious Re- 
ſurrection. Nor any Entrance for 
Mankind into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven above, but what he has firſt made 
by his own Aſcenſion thither in our 
Nature. This is indeed the 3 

| _Exal- 
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Fxaltation and Aſcenſion of Human 
Nature i the Perſon of our Bleſſed 
Redeemer. And 1n the Influence and 
Efficacy of this his glorious Exaltation 
to, exalt us alſo, Chriſt declar'd that 


he went into Heaven to prepare a Place Joh. aiv. a. 


for as that we might be with him, that 


we might Rejoyce and be Happy with 
bim. To this end there he makes In- 


terceſſion for us, pleading the merito- 
nous Expiation of his Death; from 
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thence he adminiſters his Grace, and 


there he exerciſes his Dominion and 
Power in the Protection and Governs 
ment of his Church. 2 


But then I muſt here obſerve, that 


as it was not from a Celeſtial, but 
from an Earthly Paradiſe; that Man- 


this his Exaltation is not ſo abſolutely 
and. univerſally communicated as the 
other Privileges and Advantages are: 
80 far as we ſuffer'd by Adam's Sin, 
we do retrieve the Miſchiefs by the 


accordingly the great Advantage that 
we abſolutely, and certainly, and un- 
conditionally receive by our R * 
tion, is, a Deliverance from Deatt 


Me 


I 


and our being reſtor'd to an A 
= an 


kind fell in Adam; fo the Benefit of 


Performances of jeſus Chriſt. And 
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and Immortal Continuance in Life., 
For which Reaſon I calPd it, and il 
think moſt properly, the Redemption of 
Human Nature ; in that, as it thus far- 
chiefly reſpects theRecovery of our Life 
| loſt by Adam's Sin, by a perpetual Re- 
union of Soul and Body; ſo it is thus 
far Abſolute and Univerſal ; it belongs 
to us all, as Men; and every Body, as 
certainly as we are Born of Adam, and 
Die by his Diſobedience, hol be re- 
ſtor'd to Life again by the ReſurreQi- 
on of Chriſt from the Dead. But then, 
as all that Miſery. that we were to ex- 
pect in a ſtate of Death was from our 
own Actual Iniquities and Perſonal 
- Offences; ſo, whether that Future and 
Endleſs Life to which we: ſhall be 
rais'd by Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall be a Life 
of Happineſs in Heaven, where Chriſt 
15 gon before ; or a Life of Miſery and 
Torments in Hell and the Chambers 
of Darkneſs: This is not Abſolute, nor 
Univerſal, but Conditional, and muſt I 
depend on our new Covenant with 6 
God in our Redeemer, and on the de 
Care which we ſhall take to anſwer St 
the Ends, and Purpoſes, and Obliga- 
tions of that. This indeed is what 
we are next to ſpeak to, viz. 
1 — II. The 


A 


and Glorious Work, the Redemption 7% Sts 


| ings of our Saviour, and the complete 
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II. The Second Part of this Greaf gern. vn. 
of our Perſons; and this by making A on 
Proviſion not only for a Perpetual, but venan of 
alſo for a Happy Duration, for our £47 , 
Felicity as well as our Immortality, 

that we may be Bleſſed to all Eternity. 
And this, we have ſeen already, does 


not abſolutely, and immediately, and 
inconditionally reſult from the Suffer- . 


Satisfaction and Expiation that he has- 
made by his Death; but muſt be ex- 
pected and obtain'd by that new Co- 
venant of Grace which he has kindly 
made with us in his Blood, and eſta- 
bliſh'd upon the Merit of his Satisfacti- 
on and Atonement. 2 bo 
In treating therefore on this Subject, 
I ſhall, SET, 0) 6 3s 


I. Speak two or three Words in ge- 
neral, concerning the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of God to Mankind, in 
dealing with us by Covenants and 
Stipulations. Wh 


5 Ha 


194 Tie Wiſdam'-of Gad, 


II. Shew the Reaſonableneſs and 
Neceſſity of a new Covenant on this 
particular Occaſion. And then from 
hence deſcend 6H 


III. Laftly. To a more particular 
| View of the Nature and Excellency of 
; this our Chriſtian Covenant in both 
its Conditions and Advantages, its 
Obligations and Duties, its Puniſh- 

ments and Rewards. TN e 


The 4d I. As to the Wiſdom and Goodneſs 

vantzg? of of God in dealing with Mankind by 

der cove. Covenants, it is very great in ſeveral 

nam with Reſpects. It not only helps to in- 

l. i ſtruct our Minds, and inform our Un- 

| derſtandings, and to regulate our No- 

tions and Apprehenſions of God, but 

thereby alſo adminiſters great Com- 

fort, and good Aſſurance and Confi- 

dence with him, and is of very great 

uſe to keep us from the two dangerous 

Extremes of Preſumption on the one 

hand, and Deſpair on the other. For 

let Mens natural Notions of Him be 

never ſo bright, never, ſo well recti- wi 

fy'd by improv'd Reaſon, and their th 

Knowledge of his Divine Attributes] bo 
never 


— 


| in the Redemption of Man. | 195 

never ſo great, yet ſtill their Expecta- 

| tions from -him, and their Hope to- 
wards him will riſe and fall, according 


pet We 


reat to Deſpair, and is without Hope, and 
rous without Conſolation. In both which 
one Caſes, it is very difficult to adinini- 
For fter the proper Remedy, while it can- 
bell not be certainly known how far God 
ecti - will or will not forgive. There is no- 
their thing therefore more uſeful to Correct 
tes both theſe Extr emes, and to prevent 
erf EZ the 
OS 
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the Danger of em, than our being 
under a kgown and expreſs Covenant 
with God. By the ſtated Conditions 
of which the vain preſumptuous Sin- 


ner may ſee the Folly and Danger of 


expecting more Mercy and gentler 
Uſage, than what God has ſtipulated 
with him in his Word; and of hoping 
beyond all the ſolemn Conditions and 
Declarations of his Covenant. And 
the deſponding Sinner on the other 
hand,” may with equal Plainneſs fee 
the unreaſonable Folly of diſtruſting 
God's Goodneſs. where he has promis'd 
Favour and Mercy; and of doubting, 
when the God of Truth, who cannot 
Lye nor deceive us, has engag'd his 
Word and Honour for our Securit 
and our Conſolation. CET 
there were no other Benefit 


ceſſity, and great Advantage of Di- 
vine Revelation; in that as nothing is 


more uſeful and beneficial to all Man- 


kind in both thoſe Reſpects than an 
expreſs Stipulation and Covenant, ſo 
we know there can be no Covenant 
without a Divine Revelation. But 
all this by the way. = 

171 II. The 
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II. The ſecond Thing to be conſi- #4 
der'd under this Head, is, the Rea- „ Cover 
ſonableneſs and Neceſſity of agnew Co- nan. 
venant, and of ſuch a one as'God has \ 
made with us all in Jeſus Chriſt. And 
here I muſt argue as St. Paul has done Gal. i. 2 r: 
ina Parallel Caſe: If the old one had 
been ſufficient, no new one had been 
made : If the old one would equally 
have anſwer'd the Deſigns and Pur- 
poſes' of God, and have been equally 
Comfortable and Profitable to Men, 
without all queſtion Salvation ſhould _ 
57 have been by that alone, and a new one 
Xt had not been neceſſary. But as the 
1S Condition of the firſt Covenant ran up- 
on an abſolute and entire Obedience, 
vwithout any manner of allowance for 
fit Tranſgreſſions or Offences: This 
nc W however reaſonable and agreeable to 
the completer Faculties and Powers, 
and to the greater Strength with 
15 which Man was originally Created, is 
|. yet altogether impracticable in this 
an our Faln, Frail, Corrupt and Degene- 
rate State. Abſolute Righteouſneſs, 
ant and ſpotleſs Innocence is now altoge- 
3ut ther impoſſible for us. And therefore 
it had been a moſt ſevere and hard 
5 9 - Thing 


„ 
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% ee F ed, 
Ihing upon us, to have deliver'd us 

' . - from a ſtate of Death, and to have put 
us upon a new Trial, and yet not to 
have made a new Covenant with us, * 

and to have mitigated” the rigorous 
Conditions of the old one, agreeably 

to our many Weakneſſes and Infirmi- 

ties. To have bound us ſtill to the 

abſolute and unblemiſh'd Righteòuſ- 

neſs of the firſt Law, muſt neceſſarily 

have requir'd that we ſhould alſo be 
reſtor'd to the Original Strength and 
Spiritual Power which were given us 
at our firſt Creation, and when we 
were firſt thus oblig d. Tis this alone 
could make ſuch Obedience poſſible: 
for us, without which it were Cruel- 
ty, not Kindneſs, and inſulting our 
Infirmities rather than ſhewing Com- 
paſſion to our Miſery to propound 
any ſuch Thing to us, or expect it 

E | 
But ſuppoſe all this too had been 
done; what then? Why the Conſe- 
N of it had been this, That the | * 
ame Covenant, with the ſame Condi- kf 
. titions in itſelf, and the fame Capa- be 
=—— cities in Man, muſt in Reaſon and || Fe 
| Righteouſteſs have had the ſame Pu- el 
niſhments annext, and the fame Mif- | 
r chiefs 
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chiefs and Miſeries upon our Tranſ- 
greſſion and Violation of it. So that 
while in ſuch a Caſe we were ſtill in a 


ſtate of Trial, we could enjoy the Be- 


nefit of ſuch Redemption no longer 
than we continu'd in an abſolutely 
perfect and ſinleſs Obedience, without 
any the leaſt Failure or Offence. In 
ſuch a Caſe the firſt Fault would bring 
us back again into that very ſtate of 


Death and Miſery from which we 


had been redeem'd by Jeſus Chriſt; 
and we ſhould then want again ano- 
ther Saviour, another Redeemer to 
make our Peace. Each Man's firſt 
Tranſgreſſion and Diſobedience would 

t him again into a ſtate of Sin, and 
Death, and Miſery, and call far ano- 
ther Son of God to come down from 
Heaven to make. a ſecond Expiation 
and Reconciliation for him. And at 
this rate, as every Man is now to be an- 
ſwerable only for himſelf, according to 
that Covenant, Ido not know but that 
as many Sinners as there ſhould be 


thus found in the World, there would 
be wanting alſo as many Saviours to 
redeem em. For the ſame Covenant 


eſtabliſh*d upon the fame Conditions, 
would neceſlarily call for the ' fame 
EM. O 4 Puniſh- 
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* * 
A me 
n 
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Puniſhment to be inflicted, and every 
Return into the ſame Miſery want a 
new Redemption and Expiation. 
There is therefore, I ſay, nothing 
more r to the wiſe Purpoſes 
and Deſigns of Almighty God for the 
HFappineſs of Men; nothing more be- 
neficial and neceſſary for them, in or- 
der to their more eaſie and ſure At- 
tainment of Salvation, than a new 
Covenant eſtabliſh'd on more graci- 
'ous and favourable Conditions. And 
this, not by ſuperſeding the Reaſons, 
and wholly abrogating the Principles 
and Obligations of the firſt; for this 
has not vg done, as I ſhall ſhew 
hereafter ; but by ſo far mitigating the 
Conditions of it, as that it may the 
better be accommodated to the Weak- 

_ neſs and Infirmities, the Corruption 
and Degeneracy of our faln Apoſtate 
State. This is indeed what - Chriſt 
has done; and in regard to his kind 
and favourable Condeſcenſion in it, it 

is, and with the greateſt Reaſonmnd 

Propriety, ſtyP'd à Covenant of Grace. 
And with how much Reafon and 
_ Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Righteouſneſs 
He has done this, will be ſeen by pro- 
ceeding, HE 5 
N III. To 
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In. To a ſerious View of ; "2708 
1ſt. In its Conditions. | 
2aly. In its Promiſes! and Advanta- 
ges. As to all which I have no more 
to do than to ſhew, That there is no- 
thing unreaſonable in its Conditions; 
8 nothing in its Rewards, but what! is 
- ME Righteous with reſpect to God, as well 
Jas Beneficial unto Men. 
If. As to its Conditions they may 
I un be comprehended under 
the two Expreſſions, Faith and Re- 
pentance. Which, I think, when fair- 
ly interpreted, will include in em all 
other Duties whatſoever that are re- 
quir'd from a Chriſtian by the Goſpel. 
To theſe the Promiſes of Mercy and 
Pardon and Everlaſting Salvation are 
made; and I tak, that there is no- 
thing Unreaſo able or Unrighteous in 4 
all this. For, | | 
1. As to Faith, it has indeed a pe- Faith a ne · 
culiar reſpect to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Joy -<- 
as the only begotten Son of God, and our cove- 
the Redeemer and Saviour of Man- nant. 
kind, in whom, and in whom alone, 
we have Remiſſion of Sins, and a Pro- 
miſe of Salvation thro? the Atonement 
pf his Blood. This! is "wk Belief 12 
| | t & 
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the Son of God, to which, and eſpeci. 
ally when the Sincerity of it is atteſted 
by that other part a true Repentance, 

both theſe folemn Declarations of our 
Joh. ii. 15. ga viour are to be. apply*d : God ſo loved 
the World, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whoſoever believeth in him, 
hhould not periſh, but have —— 
Mar. xvi, Life. And again, He that believeth and 
16. is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; but he that 
believeth not, ſhall be damned. — The 
Reaſonableneſs of which Law will be 
very plain, when it ſhall be conſider'd, 
Heb, 1.6. That as in Natural Religion, He tha 
| comgth unto God, muſt believe that he is, 
and that he is a Rewarder of them that 
diligently ſeek him; and muſt have that 
his Belief as the Principle of his' Wor- 
ſhip and Devotion; ſo here alſo, he 
that cometh unto Chriſt, or unto God 
by Chriſt, for the Pardon of Sin, and 
the Salvation of his Soul, mult believe 
in Jeſus as the Saviour of the World, 
and make that his Faith the Principle 
of all his Hope, and of all his Devotion 
to, and of all his ExpeQations from 
him. God muſt either be ſuppos'd to 
exhibit this Salvation blindly, 
promiſcuouſly, and without diſtincti- 


gious 


x2 


andy: 


on to all Men, and without any reli 
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gious Conditions at all; and this is in 
other Words but that very Arbitrary 
Remiſſion of Sin, which eſtroys the 
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Neceſſity of Redemption, and for ma- 


ny Reaſons is neceſſarily to be explod- 
ed; or elſe it muſt be expected as a Fa- 
your and a Bleſſing to be obtain'd by 
Prayers and Supplications, as all Blet- 
ſings are from God, and upon the 
Condition alſo of a true Repentance. 
Now as this latter way is, without 
Diſpute, the more agreeable to, and 
the more worthy of him; ſo I cannot 
ſe but that Faith is as neceſſary and 


fundamental a Principle for a Chriſtian. - 


Chriſt, as the Belief of a God can be in 
Natural Religion. In ſhort, Hope and 
Expectation founded upon our Faith, 
muſt be the Foundation of Religion'in 
tm both. And therefore if the Chri- 


that would hope if of God, by Jeſus - 


ſtian Doctrin of our Redemption and 
Salvation be confeſs'd true and worthy 


of our Acceptation, it cannot but be 


both Reaſonable and Neceſſary, that 


Faith in Chriſt ſhould be made one of 


the e Conditions of obtain- 


ingit. Neceſſary, Firſt for the Glory 
of our Redeemer, that all Men in a 


deep and ferious ſenſe of his wonder- - 


ful 
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Joh. v. 23. God's Decree, Hoxour the Son as they 


The Fuſtice 


Puniſh 


ing Men 
for their 


Unbelief. 


The Wiſdom of God, 
ful Condeſcenſion ſhould, according to 


Honour the Father: And Neceſſary alſo 


in regard to the Good of Men, that 


they may be led by this Goodneſs to 
come unto God by him, by whom a- 
lone they can be ſav'd; and in the 
inconteſtable Truth and Divine Au- 
thority of his Religion, ſee the Neceſ. 
ſity of that univerſal Holineſs and faith. 
ful Obedience which are recommended 
in it. And this is indeed what the 
Goſpel means by Faith, when the 
Promiſe of Eternal Life is made to 


Damnation to Unbelief may ſeem, yet 
that alſo, is, I think, ſufficiently to be 


And however ſevere the Sentence of 


juſtify' d, when we conſider that the 


Unbeliever here ſpoken of, is, not he 


who never heard, but he who having 


heard refuſes to believe the Goſpel. 
And that there are, as indeed in my 


Opinion there are, ſuch ſtrong, and 
clear, and certain convincing Eviden- 


ces of the Truth of the whole Chriſti- 


an Religion, that the Atheiſt may as 


Disbelief 


reaſonably excuſe his Atheiſm, and 
of one God, and with As 


f 
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to N good and as juſt Pretences, as the Deiſt 
can his Disbelief of Jeſus Chriſt. 


1. Mincere Sorrow for all the Evil we have 
he done, as becomes the Principle of a bet- 


us ter Converſation, and leads us, in eve- 


ef. / Inftance, to do no more ſo Wicked- 
h. Wy, but univerſally to do Good. And 
ed that God ſhould require this of us, 
he and make this one of the indiſpenſa- 
ble: Conditions of all the Mercy that 
ve hope to obtain by Jeſus Chriſt, no 


ly when he ſhall reflect, That to do 
ther wiſg, inſtead of keeping up the. 
luthority of God's firſt Law and Or- 
linance, of eſtabliſhing Mankind in 
Happineſs on the condition of Holineſs, 
$at once fo to abrogate and ſuperſede 
l the Obligations of it, as to leave 
ankind at liberty to indulge them- 
klves in all the Lewdneſs, Senſuality, 


en · Torruption and Debauchery, which 
iſti-Iyither their own wicked Hearts and 
a8 


ile Aon or the Subtilty of the 
Devil could prompt them to. This, 
as fay,. than which nothing can be 
ood More diſagreeable to a Pure and _ 
i . 


o 2. The ſecond general Condition of — 
| 115 ee 
at Your Chriſtian Covenant, is Repentance. 4% fee. 


to By which I mean ſuch a hearty and g. 


Body ſure can wonder. And eſpeci- 
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ceſſary to Salvation. 
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God, muſt yet needs have been the 
Natural, Neceſſary and Inevitable 
Conſequence of not making a true and 


ſincere Repentance an indiſpenſable 
Duty, and a Condition abſolutely ne- 


And therefore, tho? we are now faln 
into ſo Infirm, Corrupt and Degene- 
rate a State, that the abſolute Righ- 
teouſneſs which was originally re. 
quir'd, is become Impoſſible and Im. 
practicable, yet ſuch as is in our Pow. 
er, ſuch as our Apoſtate State will wel 
admit of; to avoid Evil, and ſhun 
Temptations, and to do all the Good 
we can, and to return from Sin as ſoon 
as ever we become ſenſible of the Fol. 
ly and Danger of it: This God could 
not but require, and has exacted, and 
does exact it from us with all the 
Strictneſs and unchangeable Reſoluti. 
ons imgginable. And that he {ſhould 
do ſo, no Body, I think, can com- 
plain. . 


It may rather be made a Queſtion 


pentance how Repentance ſhould now be ad- 


comes to be 
aumitied. 


I * 


mitted as the great Condition of our 
Salvation, more than it was before. 


And when tis acknowiledg'd, anc 
pleaded, and defended, that this can 
RE FORO — 
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not expiate Sin, how comes it to be 
allow'd a ſufficient Condition of the 
ſecond Covenant? It was never 
2 ſafficient under the firſt, and 
it is ſtill as far from perfect Righteouſ- 
neſs and abſolute Innocence, as it 
was from the Beginning. And there- 
fore if it was not ſufficiently confifktent rt 
with the Honour of God's Attributes 
and Divine Perfections, and with the 
Reaſon, and Authority of his Laws, 
tomake this the Condition of our Hap- 
pineſs at our Creation; how comes it 
to be ſo under our Covenant of Re- 
demption, while the Reaſon and Au- 
thority of God's Ordinances are ſtill 
the ſame? This may poſſibly be-plead- 
ed, and objected by ſome; and altho? 
the Deſign of this whole Diſcourſe has 
its Tendency to the removing and an- 
ſwering ſuch Objections, yet to ſet this - 
Matter in a clear and ſatisfactory 
Light at once, let theſe three Things 
be conſider'd. ITY LURE 
© Firſt, That Repentance is the moſt ;, f, ay 
that this our Degenerate and Apoſtate th: is 
State can now attain to. One of the l 
great Reaſons given above of God's 
requiring at our Original Creation an 
Abſolute Obedience, even to a Per- 

* fection 
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fection of Innocence and Righteouſ. 
neſs, was a regard to the complete 


Condition in which Man was created; 


He was created with ſuch a Pure 


Heart, and Upright Mind; with ſuch 
a a largeCapacity-and fulneſs of Strength 


to do God's Will, and ſo entirely with- 


out any Infection from Sin, that ſuch 


0 þ 4 . > 
an Obedience in ſuch Circumſtances 


Was eaſie as well as reaſonable, and 


not attended with any Difficulties or 
Hard ſhips. But now our Caſe is 
alter'd, and we are all born in Sin, 
having our Nature both Corrupted and 
Infirm, and our Paſſions eager and ir. 
regular, and our Affections and De- 
ſires vitiated and tainted with the 
poiſonous Infection of ſinful Pleaſures 
and ſinful Practices. By which means 
what before was eaſie, is now become 


utterly impoſſible. So that we muſt 


be either reſtor d in our ſecond Trial, 
and under our ſecond Covenant to the 


ſame large Meaſures of Strength and 


- Spiritual Power that we were Partak- 


nant and 1 agreeably to 


ers of before our Fall, and that, if we 
ſhould fall again, would {till require a 
new Redemption, or elſe we muſt 
have the Condition of our new Cove- 


the 


— 


forming it; and have no more requir'd 


tion. For this Reaſon Chriſt himſelf i 


and of the Character of his Holineſs : 


— 
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the Capacities | that we have of per- 


from us in a Frail and Mortal State, 

than what our Frail and Mortal Con- 

dition will admit. And Repentance 

is the only proper and ſuitable, be- 

cauſe the only poſſible Condition to an 

Infirm and Degenenate State. But, | 
_ Secondly, This Repentanos Sr Sn | 
does not make a ſufficient Expiation 

for it; nor is it accepted on its own 
account , but, as we have ſeen alrea- 

dy, for the ſake, and thro? the Merit 

and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt. ?Tis 

in his Name, that Repentance and Re- Luk xxiv: 
miſſion of Sins are commanded to be 49. 

preachfd. And the Atonement is not 

made by our Contrition, but by his 

Blood which he has ſhed for our Expia- . 


calls it the Blood of the New Teſtament, .. . © 
and St. Paul the Br of the pres — 

and the Blood of the everlaſting Cove- 
nant. By all which ſeems to be meant, 
that the Death of Chriſt, the Expiation 
of our Sins by his Blood, and his bear- 
ing the Puniſhment of our Sins, in 
Vindication of his Father's Honour, 


xlii. 20. 


and Juſtice, makes way for that exer- 
"* "I eiſe 
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fection of Innocence and Righteouf. 
neſs, was a regard to the complete 


Condition in which Man was created, 


He was created with ſuch a Pure 
Heart, and Upright Mind; with ſuch 
a large Capacity and fulneſs of Strength 
to do God's Will, and ſo entirely with- 


out any Infection from Sin, that ſuch 
an Obedience in ſuch Circumſtances | 
Was eaſie as well as reaſonable, and 


not attended with any Difficulties or 
Hardſhips. — But now our Caſe is 
alter d, and we are all born in Sin, 
having our Nature both Corrupted and 
Infirm, and our Paſſions eager and ir- 
regular, and our Affections and De- 
ſires vitiated and tainted with the 
poiſonous Infection of ſinful Pleaſures 
and ſinful Practices. By which means 
what before was eaſie, is now become 
utterly. impoſhble. So that we muſt 
be either reſtor d in our ſecond Trial, 
and under our ſecond Covenant to the 


ſame large Meaſures of Strength and 


- . Spiritual Power that we were Partak- 


ers of before our Fall, and that, if we 
ſhould fall again, would ſtill require a 
new Redemption, or elſe we muſt 


have the Condition of our new Cove; 


nant and Trial mitigate agreeably by 
; ; the 


M1 
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the Capacities that we have of per- 
forming it; and have no more requir'd 
from us in a Frail and Mortal State, 
than what our Frail and Mortal Con- 
dition will; admit. . And Repentance 
is the only proper and ſuitable, be- 
cauſe the only poſſible Condition to an. 


Infirm and Degenerate State. But, 


Secondly, This Repentance for Sin 
does not make a ſuReient Expiation WM: 
for it; nor is it accepted on its own 
account , but, as we have ſeen alrea- 


dy, for the ſake, and thro* the Merit 


and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt. ?Tis 

in his Name, that Repentance and Re- Luk xxiv 
miſſion of Sins are commanded to be 45. 
preach*d, And. the Atonement is not 

made by our Contrition, but by His 
Blood which he has ſhed for our Expia- 55 
tion. 705 BS pn Chriſt himſelf 
calls it the Blood of the New Teſtament, . 5 
and St. Paul the Pre of the demo 
and the Blood of the everlaſting Cove- l. 0 
nant. By all which ſeems to be meant, 
that the Death of Chriſt, the Expiation, 

of our Sins by. his Blood, and his bear- 

ing the Puniſhment of our Sins, in 
Vindication, of his Father's Honour, 


and of the Character of his Holineſs 


and Juſtice, makes way for that exer- _. 
2 P | eiſe 
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ciſe of Mercy which the Reaſons and 


Principles of the firſt Covenant could 


not otherwiſe admit of. And there- 


by becomes ſuch a Reaſon and Induce- 
ment to the Remiſhon of Sins, that 
Almighty God thro? the Merit of that 
Blood in which his Honour is conſult- 
ed, and the Glory of his ſacred Cha- 
rater kept up, iti 2 Po. and promiſes, 
and engages his Faith and Word for 
Pardon, and Peace, and Eternal Sal- 


vation to all them that truly Repent. 


So that it.is the Death and Blood of 
Chriſt, that comes in ſtead of, and 


855 Anlwers the Ends and Reaſons of Our 


Puniſhment ; and thereby makes that 
Pardon, on the Conditions of Repen- 
tance, both Reaſonable and Righte- 
ous, which otherwiſe had not been ſo, 
and that imperfect Service acceptable 


before God, to our Eternal Ps 


which otherwiſe could not have avail 


to that End. But then I mult add, 


Thirdly, and Laſtly, That in all this, 
not only the Reaſon and Principle, 
but the whole Authority of the firſt 
Original Law or Decree 4 ſtill ſo far 
kept up, 5 there is no Recovery, no 


not even by Teſus Chriſt; of that Im- 


and Happineſs which we 


mortal Bl 
loſt 


2 


* 


2 
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loft by Sin, until we ſhall recover alſo 
by him that full Perfection of Righ- 
teoufneſs and Holineſs, by falling from 
which our Felicity was taken from us. 
Thus far therefore the Decree till 
ſtands good, that ſo long as we conti- 


nue in a Lapſed, tho? a Penitent State, 


we are only in a State of Trial, and 
not of Recompence. And as our In- 
firmities gre great, ſo our Delights are, 


LA 


generally ſpeaking, as imperfect as our 


an 


Righteouſneſs. And as in the beſt of 


us there is an unhappy mixture a 
n 


Wiſdom and Folly, of Innocency a 

Guilt, of Obedience and Tranſgreſſi- 
on, ſo in our Circumſtances here on 
Earth, there is commonly the like mix- 
ture of Comforts and Croſſes, of De- 
lights and Troubles, of Pleafures and 
of Grief. All our Enjoyments and Hap- 
pineſs are allay*d with one kind of Sor- 
rows or another, and chequer'd with 
ſuch Vexations and Diſappointments, 
that we are as far from being com- 


tcl Happy, as we are from being 


completely Innocent, or Obedient. 
Nor ſhall we ever attain to an Abſo- 


lute Perfection of Immortal Bliſs, un- 


til we are by Jeſus Chriſt reſtor' d ta 
* o 
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_ tho? he has moſt mercifully, and with 


our weak and imperfect Services ac- 


inſeparable. And we ſhall never at- 


Lord, ſo without being reſtor'd to the 


ly Life in the Preſence of God requires, a 


The Wiſdom of God, 
Capacity of complete and perfect Ho- 
lineſs. ö 80 
This therefore is what I cannot but 
mention, as a moſt wonderful and re- 
markable Inſtance both of the Wiſ-- 
dom, and Goodneſs, and Righteouſ- 
neſs of God, in the Proviſions made by 
our new Covenant of Grace. 'That { 


wonderful Condeſeenſion adapted the 
Conditions and Duties of our new 
Trial to the Infirmities and Incapaci- 
ties of our Degenerate State, and made 


. 0 


ceptable thro? the Merits of the Death 
of his Son, and the Power of his Me- ©! 
diation, . yet he has even, all this not- C 
withſtanding, ſo far kept up the Au- 
thority and Obligation of his firſt Ori- 
ginal Law, that {till Abſolute Righte- 
ouſheſs and Immortal Happineſs are 


tain to the Fulneſs and Perfection of 
the one, till we ſhall be alfo reſtor'd 
to a full Perfection of the other. And 
as without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the 


complete Degrees of that perfe& Purity 
and Righteouineſs which an Heaven- 


We 


ray by God's Original Decree or- 


and by the Miniſtry 


in the Redemption of Man, 
we can never be allow'd to be Partak- 
ers of all that Joy and Bliſs which are 


attending upon * Preſence of our 
Great and Glorious God. As the 
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'd and appointed to be the Re- 
ward of the other, ſo they are ſtill 
kept ſo inſeparable, that Miſery will 
be the conſtant Companion. of Sin, 
and no true and perfect Felicity till 
we arrive at the happy Place, where 
our Spiritual Capacities ſhall be reco- 
— in their full Meaſure, and our 
Obedience be made as Complete as the 
Glory and the Felicities that we ſhall 
«oath And this brings me from the 
Conditions to ſpeak, 

2aly. Of the Promiſes -and Advan- The ene · 

tages, the Privileges and Benefits 0 217 
this our ſecond Covenant. And here, chen. 
paſſing by all that may be compre- 
hended under the Expreſſions of Adop- 
tion, and Sons of God, and Children of 
God, all the manifeſt Indications of 
the Divine Love, and Favour, and 
gracious Kindneſs to us, in our Relati- = 
on to, and Communion with him in 4 
his Worſhip, and in his Sacraments, i 
of his Church, Fd 1 
and all that Protection, and all thoſe 9 

5 r Tem- _ 
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AR. i. 36. Lord and King, and to whom he has 


v. 31. 
Mat. 


xxviii. is. both in Heaven 4 ou Earth, paſſing by 
all Titular Privileges and Honours, 
all external Evidences of Communion 
and Kindneſs, and all the Temporal 
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Peace and Conſolation; TI ſhall ſpeak 
only of theſe two 


Souls in the World to come. 


Grace here to enable us for, and aſſiſt 


And, 


: * 
e 0 3 
b * 8 


Temporal Bleſſings which we may 


, reaſonably hope for and expect under 


the Government of that Bleſſed Jeſus, 
whom God the Father has made both 


committed all Power,” and all Authority 


Advantages and Benefits that may 
flow from them, as benign Influences 
from the Head to the ſeveral Members 


of the Body, in order to our preſent 


reat Privileges and 
Bezefits of our Chriſtian Covenant, 
that reſpect more immediately the E- 
ternal Weifare and Happineſs of our 


1. The Adminiftration of Divine 


us in thoſe Duties and Virtues which 
are indif} pcambly * from us. 


2. The Recompencing our Sincere, 
tho? Imperſect Endeavours in Obedi- 


ence and Repentance with the Immor- 


ral and Everlaſting Glories _ W 


* — F 
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1. The Adminiftration of Divine Pivine 

Grace to enable and aſſiſt us in doing 

Good, and : practiſing the ſeveral Vir- 

tues and Duties of Religion. For, as 
by Adam's firſt Apoſtacy and Sin we 

loſt that Capacity for an Abſolute and 

Complete Obedience with which Man- 

kind was at firſt endow'd, ſo this Cor- 

ruption and Infirmity of our Nature 

areftill fo much enlarg'd and encreas'd 

by evil Practices and evil Habits, that 

all Mankind groan under a ſenſe of it, 

tho? the Holy Scripture only does plain- 

ly and clearly account for the Rea ſons 

and the Manner how this Evil came 

upon us. The New Teſtament more 

pecially does in almoſt a Thouſand 
Places and Expreſſions fo atteſt and + 
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ir declare our receiving Help and Aſſiſt- 
I ance from God, and by the Indwelling 
ec of his Spirit in all the good and religi- 
it W ous Actions which we do, that to me, 
h I confeſs, no one Doctrin in our Di- 
8. vine Revelation is more plain, and 


certain, and inconteſtible, than the 
Neceſſity of the Divine Grace of God's 
—_— Spirit in order to a Holy Life. 
And I will add too, than the Readi- 
neſs of our gracious God to give his 
Holy Spirit to them that ask it, and 20 * 

| 8 that 
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l that I improve it well hen it is com- 
municated. Tis to the want of this 
that St. Paul tells us, The Good that 


We vil that we would not, that we do. ?Tis 
from the Abſolute Neceſſity of this, 
that the ſame Apoſtle tells us in the 
next Chapter, That i any Man have 

| viii. 9. not the Spirit of God, he is none of his. 
And it is alſo from the Indwelling of 

this Divine Grace in all the true Chil- 

dren and Servants of God, that our 
Bodies are calPd the Temples" of God, 
— and of the Holy Ghoſt that is in us. | 
| And iT think that there can be no- 
thing pleaded againſt all this, but that 

it's very agreeable both to the Wiſ- 


God, and very much to the Benefit and 
Advantage of Mankinc. 
What more wonderful Inſtance can 
there be of Goodneſs, than to exhibit 
to us that Bleſſing and Favour by 
which we become capable of attaining 
Salvation, in performing the Conditi- 
ons upon which alone that is promis'd 
to us, and without which it muſt be- 
come altogether impoſſible for us to be 
Happy? + 7 + gi. nes: 


And 


Rom. vii. me would do, that we do not; and the E. 


dom and the Goodneſs of Almighty 
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And it cannot but be a wiſe Thing The Ad. 
alſo in God to make us thus dependant of id 
on him, for one of the choiceſt Favours ing os God 
that he can beſtow. It muſt invite us forms Af 
to frequent Prayers and conſtant De-* 

votions ; it mult help to make us ſen- 
ſible of the Danger, and of the Miſ- 
chief of, Sin, in rendring us unfit for, 
and uncapable of receiving ſo great a 
Bleſſing. And in the Conſequence. of 
all this, it cannot but have its Influ- * 


'ence and Efficacy to reſtrain us from 


Vice, as that. which of all Things 
tends moſt inevitably and- fatally ta 
our everlaſting Ruin and Deſtruction. 
So that I think there is nothing that 
can ſo much as plauſibly be pleaded 
againſt this part of our Chriſtian Co- 
venant, unleſs it {ſhould be thought to 
charge the Impenitency of thoſe to 
whom Divine Grace is deny'd on God; 
and thereby - ſeem inconſiſtent with 
the Liberty of our own Choice, in the 
Determination of our own Actions 
and Conditions. But, when it ſhall 


be conſider'd again, that our good 


god kindly prevents us by his Grace, 


and tenders his Holy Spirit to all that 


are willing and ready to receive it; 
and never withdraws it, until it is 


k 
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The ſion of God, 
neglected and abugd ; and alſo that in 
its Operation, it does not make us 
_ Paſſive Clock-work and Ma- 

hines, but is ſuch a Concurrent, AC. 
fiſting, Strengthening and Sanctifying 
Principle, as leaves us as much at Li- 
berty in the Determination of our Acti. 
ons, as Adam himſelf was before his 
Fall, all ſuch Objections muſt evident- 
| ly appear of no Moment, and of no 
Force. And in all our 8 
ons on this Subject, we ſhall have 
cauſe to Bleſs and Praiſe the nes 
of our merciful God, who by the be 
1 2 Influences of his Hol Spirit, thus 

ds, and guides, and directs us 


ſtrengthens our Weakneſs, and fine: 


fies our Corruption, till Religion, 
which was before a Burden, becomes 
moſt eaſie, and our Duty our Delight. 


This, I fay, ſhould teach us to Bleſs 


and Praiſe the Goodneſs of our Hea- 
venly Father, and moreoyer to Glorify 
the Eternal Son of G and to Prize 
moſt highly the New ( enant in his 
Blood, by which, and by whom alone, 
ſuch an ineſtimable — and Bleſ- 


; nd is penn and n to us. 


2. The 
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2. The ſecond great Advantage of Furwe 
this Covenant, is, the Recompence of * 
Reward. That good and gracious | 
God, who in Compaſſion to our Miſe- 
gave his Son to make an Exptation 
for our Sins by his.moſt precious Blood, 
and gives the Sanctification of his Ho- 
ly Spirit to enable us for good Works, 
has alſo committed the Judgment of 
all Mankind to that his Bleſſed Son 
and our Redeemer, and left the Re- 
warding both of our good and of our 
evil Actions unto him. And that 
Bleſſed Jeſus, who Died for us, and 
has made a new Covenant with us in 
his Blood, has by that new Covenant 
promis'd to, and ſtipulated with us, 
to reward our Faith in him, and our 
true Repentance and ſincere Obedience 
towards God, however ſhort of our 
Original Perfection, with Everlaſting 
Life and Happineſs in the World to 
come. And then, and then alone, 
ſhall our Redemption be Complete, 
and our Salvation Perfect, when the 
ſame Jefus, who Died for us, and by 
his Dying has conquer'd Death, ſha 
raiſe us all from the Grave now to Die 
again no more: But, as St. Peter ex- 
> || preſſes it, to be made Pariakers of the 
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Divine Nature; and as St. Paul, to be 
Erh. ir. renem'd in Knowledge, and in Righteouſ. 

neſs and true Holineſs, after the Image of 

him that created him. And in the lar- 

ger Meaſures of that Divine Image 

which was firſt communicated at our 

Creation, and ſince our Fall is begun 

only by Divine Grace in this preſent 

Life, and {hall at the laſt Reſurrection 

be made Complete, we ſhall be tranſ. 

lated into the Preſence and Kingdom 

of God, there to live, and reign, and 

rejoyce with him to all Eternity. Not 

to fall again by a ſecond Apoſtacy, be- 

cauſe not put then into a ſecond Trial, 

but to partake of a Fulneſs of Joy, 

and of Rivers of Pleaſure for ever and 
EVET. 555 ie F 

Confiſts Let it here be once again remark'd, 

1. Hans that this is not carrying us to Heaven 

uni. With the Frailties and Infirmities of an 

 provement, Apoſtate State about us; for even the 

of ow Expiat ion of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf would 


x Cor, xy. hot admit, that Fleſh and Blood ſhould 


©. 30. thus inherit the Mine dom of God. But 


as the gracious and glorious Deſign of 
God our Heavenly Father is, inſtead 
of that Earthly Paradiſe from which 
Adam fell, to raiſe and exalt all his Chil- 
dren to a more Bleſſed and a Diviges 
| t | rate 
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State in his own Preſence in Heaven, 
0 where jeſus Chriſt our Redeemer is now b 
f gon before, and ſitteth on high exalted - 
on His Right-Hand, ſo accordingly one 
great part of our Reward and Recom- 
* Wl pence then and there will be, in hav- 
n ing our Natures chang'd by the Power i 
of God in our Reſurrection, and im- s I 
1 Wl proved and refin'd, and fpiritualiz'd = 
and exalted, and made more large and 
n ample  Partakers of the Divine, Our 
d Bodies ſhall be rais'd Spiritual Bodies, 


XL WW and admit ſuch Alterations as to their 
1 Temperament and Qualities; - that in 
I 


thoſe alone Corraptien* may truly be 1 Cor. xr. 
> ſaid fo put on  Intorruption, and that 53: 
which is Mortal to put ol Immortality. 
And with ſuch advantageous Changes 

, too in all the Powers and Faculties f 
n our Minds and Souls, in the Bright- 
1 neſs and Clearneſs of our Underſtand- 
YN ings, enrich'd with all the Treaſures 
dof Divine Wiſdom and Knowledge, 
in ſanctifying our Paſſions and Affecti- 
ons, in guiding and ſtrengthening the 
di Powers of our enfeebled and corrupted 
Wills, and in transforming the whole 
h Man not only into that Divine Simili: 

l- tude and Image of God, after which we 
were originally created, but with ſuch 
Peau 
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The Wiſdom" of God, 
1 Advantages as to all the Re- 
igious and Spiritual Capacities that 
may fitus for an Heavenly Life, that 
as Chriſt himſelf has declar d, we ſhall 
become as the Angels of God. And 
therefore we very much miſtake, and 
think too meanly and defeQively of 
our Future Felicity, when we conceit 
it to conſiſt chiefly in our being tranſ- 
lated into Heaven above; in that 


Whatever additional Advantages it 


may receive from the Glories of the 
Place, the Place and Abode of Angels, 
in the Preſence of our God, yet one 


great part of our Reward and of our 


& 


Jappinefs will conſiſt in the glorious 


and beneficial Change that will then 


be made in our ſelves, and in the Fa- 
culties and Powers of Human Na- 
ture. And this J have all along hinted 
at, and now mention it again, as the 
great and wonderful Inſtance of the 


Righteouſneſs and Wiſdom, as well as 


of the Goodneſs of God. That tho 


* 


it is Rewarding an imperfe& Service 
in us with everlaſting Glory and com- 
plete Felicity, yet it is ſo contriv'd, 
that not only our Sins are Aton'd for 
and Expiated, but our Nature alſo 6 
changed and renew'd, that we are 
8 made 
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made capable Of an Abſolute, Com- 

plete and Perſẽct Conformity to the 

whole Will of God, at the fame time 

that we are admitted to this Happi- 

neſs; whereby the Original Decree is 

ſo far obſerv'd, that perfect Righte- 
ouſneſs and perfe& Felicity are ſtill in · 
ſeparable. A State of Sin is {till fuch 

an everlaſting Bar to the Enjoyment of 

it, that no Expiation of our Guilt will , "IF 
be ſufficient to bring us to this ineſti- perJider: 
mable and unſpeakable Glory, unleſs = i 5 
we are alſo firſt reſtor*d to the loſt Ad- — 
vantages of the Divine Image in which imaginen 
we were at firſt Created, when we fe ff 
were at firft deſign'd for a Bleſſed and chrito 
Happy Immortality.— This there- 4 . 
fore is what we peculiarly obtain by fren.3. 205 
Teſus Chriſt in our new Covenant of 
Grace, and 'thro* the Merits of his 


Death and Paſſion. That he not only 
Taiſes us from the Dead, and brings us 


again to Life and Immortality, but 
with ſuch advantageous” Changes in 
the Glories of our Reſurrection, as that 
in them we ſhall find the Good Uſe 
and careful Improvements 'of thoſe 
Meaſures of Divine Grace aud Sancti- 
hcation, which we receive in this pre- 
ſent time of Trial, rewarded with ech | 
larg- 
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larger Meaſures of Righteouſneſs, Wiſ. | . -, 
dom, Knowledge, Virtue, Goodneſs and gal 
| Holinefs, as may fit us for the Partici- W ten 
pation of thoſe Pure, Divine, Spiritu- tio 
al Joys with which God has all along W anc 
intended to Recompence the faithful W nal 
and ſincere Obedience of Mankind. anc 
his is in ſhort the Sum and Sub- is t 
ſtance of What is promis'd to us by or 

Jeſus Chriſt in his Goſpel. In all 3 
there is nothing, I think, that the cha 
greateſt Enemies of Chriſtianity can ¶ of t 
freaſonably object againſt. It's a Feli- MW a ſt: 
city very deſirable in itſelf, and what W Hay 
all Mankind would fo. willingly be we 
Partakers of, that no Man ever yet Ord 
ſpake ſlighely or indifferentiy of it, Fon 
but thoſe only who had no Hope that Diff 
they ſhould ever attain to it. It is and 

not S5 8 as ſome would ſeem to 
look for it, of meer Arbitrary, Domini- his « 
on and Power, but ſo truly and pro- Ord 
perly in the way of Righteouſneſs, ſupe 
and as a Reward of Obedience and | 
Nepentance, that without a ſtrict re- ¶ he c 
gard to theſe: Conditions, no Man I Hol 
whatſoever ſhall attain to it. Withour Ii 


Holineſs no Man ſhall erthe Lord. iel 


And I fuch 
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And. accordingly I muſt obſerve a- PO _ TR 
gain, that the ſame Goſpel which thus 2e vor % 
tenders Mercy and Peace, Reconcilia- nr iglie- 


$2 Ed 
. 2 hb 
tion and Eternal Life to the Faithful “ 1 


and the Penitent, denounces alſo Eter- 


nal Torments in Hell to the Vicious, . Bp f 
and Wicked, and Diſobedient.. Nor | 4 l 
is there any thin either, Unreaſonable FW 
or Unjuſt in all this: It's all purſuant 9 
to God's Original Decree, and to the un- TR 
1 


of the firſt Covenant and Law, that 


changeable Obligations and Authority 1 
4 ſtate of Sin, and a ſtate of Immortal | 


aide are incompatible. And as = $f i 
ave ſeen above, that this Original 11,00 
EE and Decree having its ___—_— 
Foundation in the Eternal Nature and OT 
Difference of Thin ings, I mean of Good = 
and Evil, and of their Relation unto | 1 
God, He could riot but in regard to = 


his own Perfections eſtabliſh ſuch an _ | 
Ordinance ; ſo he can now no more I | 
ſuperſede the Obligations and - Reaſons 7 
of.it, and ack contrary thereto, than 

he can deny himſelf, and ceaſe to be 
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Holy, that is, ceaſe to be God. 1 | = 
It is. Prepoſterous therefore, and - ys 
hi ghly Abſurd to complain of the Se- | i 9 
verity of ſuch Threatenings, and of 1 
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Ay from a Changeable Will and Ar- ine 
bitrary Power, there had then been Je 
Colour for ſuch Complaints. But Co 
when the whole Ordinance and Sancti. an 
on with all its Fruits and Confequen- I ade 
ces have their Foundation in the Eſfen | 
tial Purity and Holineſs of God, 
complain of Severity in fuch a Cale, 5 
in effe& to complain, becauſe God 
himſelf is Juſt and Holy, and becauſe 
he makes the Perfections of his Nature 
a Rule and à Guide to him in all his 
Actions and all his-Difpenſarions, 
And yet he could not be a juſt, and a 
ae and a Holy God, "if he did other. 
Me. n 
No, not Lor will the Eternity of the Tor 
bs their ments threaten'd and to be 'endur'd, i ind 
ſhal be e- At all Help to make up the e 0 Ar 
ternal, the Complaint; in that the perp 
Duration of our State is not add ed 0 y 
us as à Part of our Puniſhment, 'nor 
does it belong to us peculiarly as 'miſe- 
rable, but proceeds from our very 
Creation, and has its 'Fetmdation in 
the Nature that we receive from God. 
God has made us Creatures, as to our con 
Souls particularly, of an Lrimortal and 
Everlaſting Duration. And therefor: 
dhe the Reſurrection from „ be 
indeed 
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Continuance by a Re-union of Soul 


adds not one Minute to our longer 


tention to be Glorify*d in his Holine 

aod in his Happineſs, and inſtead o 
this, that Immortal Creature- will be 
Wicked, and by Wickedneſs muſt be 


Miſerahle, to whom.does he moſt owe 


where lies the Juſtice of his Com- 
plaint? God, it's true, made him In 
mortal, but then he deſignd him for 
Ja bleſſed and Glorious Immortality, 
ind put it into his Power to ohtain it. 
And both cheſe are certainly Acts of 
great Grace and Goodneſs. But the 
off Man makes. himſelf Miſerable by be- 


and Body, but in Truth and Reality 


g him Im- 


. 227 
indeed from and by Jeſus Chriſt alone, 
yet this only alters the manner of our 


an Immortal Creature with a full In- 


if ing Wicked. And if an Immortal 


Creature throws himſelf by his Sins 
yl into a ſtate of Miſery, he muſt, with- 
in out a Miracle, be Miſerable to all E- 
d. ternity. But what has he then to 
complain of againſt his God? Was it 
a Fault to communicate to him a Be- 

J chereby enjoys 1 Bliſs, wall 


never 


The. Wiſdom of | God, 1 
never think ſo. Was it a Fault that 
God made his Happineſs to depend on 
his Obedience and Holineſs? This alſo 
had its Foundation in the Reaſon and 
Relation of Things. And having 
made him a free Agent, and with a 
Recompence ſufficient amply to com- 
penſate all his Pains and all his Care, 
there can be nothing Unreaſonable or 
Unrightegus in that. Or is it a Fault 
to execute his own Divine Ordinances | 
and Sanctions, and that too, when 
founded on the Perfections of his Na- 
tute? No ſure: For where the Sancti. 
on is eternally and eſſentially Righte- 
ous, the Executions of it muſt be ſo 
too. So that in a Word, the whole 
centers in this; God made Man a 
Creature by Nature Immortal and 
Everlaſting, and with a Deſign that 
he ſhould be eternally Bleſſed, and 
Happy, and Glorious; but Man by 
his Perverſeneſs and impious Folly, ' in 
ſpite of all God's Righteous Care and 
kind Endeavours, makes himſelf Mi- 
ſerable; and being an Immortal Crea- 
ture, he thereby becomes Miſerable 
to all Eternity. His Immortality is 
in his Nature and Antecedent to his 
Puniſhment and Miſery. His Con- 
„ * 3 demna> 


＋ 


in the Redemptron of Man, 229 
demnation is only from his Sin. So 
that inſtead of complaining againſt 
the Severity of God, and charging 
him with Unrighteouſneſs on this ac- 
count, the proper Reflection to be 
made, is on the incorrigible Folly, 
and obſtinate Hardineſs, and irre- 1 
claimable Corruption and Naughtineſs % 
of wicked and ungodly Men, who in 
2 monſtrous Fondneſs to the Pleaſures | 
of Sin, and the Tempations of the | 
World, will purchaſe em at fo very Wil 
dear and extravagant a Rate; will for f Wt 
the ſake of ſuch fading and tranſitory 14 
Joys continue ſtill to be Wicked, altho? 
they muſt be Miſerable ta all Eter- 
nity, „ 17 e 
And now, as we have ſeen all along, 73, OR 
an exact Harmony in all this Scheme, 
and a moſt; accurate Accommodation 
of it to the eftabliſh*d Rules of Righ- 
teouſneſs and Juſtice, I think I can 
have no more to do upon this Subject, 
I but to cloſe all with remarking to you 
by way of Recapitulation, ſome of 
the ſingular and extraordinary Advan- 
e tages to be abſerv'd in this way of 
saving Sinners, and making Mankind 
s | Happy, which cannot poſſibly be 
- | found in any other whatſoever, tt 
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tages, Which as they are much for the 


Glory of God, and the Honour of his 
Divine Attributes, ſo muſt they in 
Conſequence of that, tend. much to 
the Confirmation of 6ur Faith, and 
aua ge us to the more firm and ſted- 
Adherence to the . And 
they are * 


- The great ihe he Agreentens 
kn that in all this appears between Adam 
Te Relat” and Chriſt. ©" Adam was the Covenant 
Adam and Head and Repreſentative of all Man- 
of zie kind, and fo was" Chriſt; ' The one 
was the common Father of us all, from 
1 whom we are deſcended by Generati- 
pet... Von: The other is our Brother, to Whom 
We are as nearly allied by his Partici- 
pation of the ſame common Nature 
with us thro his myſterious Intarnationr 
The ohe under uch a Covenant and 
Stipulation with Almight God, ih be- 
half not of himſelf alone, but of all his 
whole Poſteity, as that 'the Fruits and 
Influence of his Actions extend them- 
ſelves to all his Race; If he had kept 
himſelf Innocent and Pure, all Man- 
kind had receiw'd the Benefit of 5 
2 in his Immor tallty, all 3 
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had been Immortal. But if he falls, 
all Mankind fall with him; and in, 
and by his ſingle Diſobedience, all 
Mankind come under the Sentence 
and the Power of Death. The other 
has ſo voluntarily put himſelf under 
the ſame Stipulation and Contract, as 


that the Advantages of his Performan- 


ges may in a like manner extend to 


Thus we have ſeen it was that the 


Sin. of Adam became the Sin of Hu- 
man Nature. Thus alſo the Obedi- 
ence of Chriſt becomes the Obedience 
of Human Nature; and the Satisſacti- 


on and Atonement of Chriſt, the Sa- 


tisfaction and Atonement” of Human 
Nature. Thus alſo the Reſurrection 
of Chriſt from the Dead, and his glori- 
ous Victory and Triumph over Death, 
is the, glorious Victory and Triumph 


of Mankind over the Prince of Dark- 
neſs, and all the Powers of Hell; 
whereby the Fall and the Recovery, 
the Guilt and the Righteouſneſs, the 


Mortality and the Everlaſting Life of 
Human Nature, have proceeded all 
along ſo entirely by the ſame Rules 
of Juſtice, and in a Method fo exactly 
Agreeable and 8 by the e. 
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qual Influence of the ſeveral Actions 


1q and Performances of our Covenant Re. 
| preſentative and Head, that on theſe 


very Conſiderations St. Paul calls Je: 

1 | cor, ſus Chriſt the loft Adam, and Adam 
xv. 45. himſelf the Figure of him that was to 

Rom v.14 come. * 8 P , RI 


* 


I mention this not only as a remark- 
able and eminent Inſtance of the Wiſ⸗ 

dom, and Goodneſs, and Juſtice, and 
Righteouſneſs of God in this great 

Myſterious Diſpenſation; but alſo as 

it is altogether impoſſible, that ſo 

wonderful a Scheme, ſo exactly and 

regularly laid, ſo ow and complete- 

ly, fulfill d,. at fo vaſt-a diſtance of 

Time, by Perſons of ſo diſtinguiſhing 

a Character, in which all Things are 

ſo accurately adapted, and correſpond 

ſo nicely with each other, ſhould come 

from any Hand, or any Head, from 

= any Counſel, or any Power, but the 
+ Divine Counſel and Power of Almigh- 

lb ty God; inſomuch that upon a ſerious 
View, and impartial Reflection on tlie 

whole together, one can hardly wiſh 

for a better Evidence of the Truth 

and Divine Authority of the Whole 

© Chriſtian Goſpel, than to obſerve how wit 
all that Myſterious. 1 pre; 
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yeal'd in it, has its Source from, and 1 
exactly correſponds with the three vi 
firſt Chapters of Geneſis, It ſtands all 
upon the Hiſtory there related, and 
the Promiſes there made, as upon a 
Rock, upon a firm and laſting Faun- 
dation that can never be mov'd. 
And when in all our Argumentati- 
ons on this Subject the Reſult is unde- 
niably this, * that the Whole muſt ei- 
ther be an impious Forgery, or a 
Truth reveal'd from God, the utter | "8 
Impoſſibility of Impoſture and Deceit —_ 
demonſtrates: that it muſt all be a Di- _ 
vine Contrivance and Diſpenſation of Mi 
ec pere God our Heavenly Fa- - nm 
All Impoſtures and Deluſions, and 1 
all the deceitſul Cantrivances of wick 1 
ed and ungodly Men, however aſſiſt- —_ 
ed by the Wiles of Satan, and the In- 2 
ſtigations of the Devil, muſt yet he 
all laid within the Compaſs of the 
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Time and Age of the Contrivers of 14M 
zem, and without any - conſiderable 1% 
Retroſpect to the Tranſactions of the 1/8 
Times before *em. Or whenever any Wh | 
thing of this kind is pretended to, it is Ws | 
with ſuch obvious Abſurdities, and ſo | 14 
prepoſterous a Diſagreement, that the Will 
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"- Wijdom of God, 
grofs Deluſion. is palpable ry viſible 
to all Men. This is as evident as the 
Day itſelf in the Twrkiſb Religion, the 
only great ſucceſsful Impoſture of this 
kind that ever was in the World. 
The whole Scheme of all Mahomet's 
Atchievements and Performances 18 
laid at Home, and both begins and 
ends with the Perſon that — up the 
Cheat. But the Caſe is Juite other- 
wiſe in the great Myſterious Chriſtian 
Diſpenſation: The Foundation of 
which is laid in Adam, altho? not fi- 


niſh'd till about Four Thouſand Years 


after by Jeſus Chriſt, So that the vaſt 
diſtance of Time between the Begin- 
ning and the End of this regular 

Scheme, and moſt wonderful Contri- 

vance, and eſpec eg when viewed 
with, all its intermediate Predictions 
and Propheſies, Types and Figurative 
Repreſentations, which like a direQ- 
ing Hand point from the one to 
the other, and which as a. continu'd 
Chain, have extended from firſt to 
laſt, and by which God prepar d the 
Minds of Men for ſo ſtupendous 2 
Myſtery,  ſhews how im 


le it is 
that it ſhould come from any other 
* or 8 25 other e, 1 
that 
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chat of Him alone, Who is the Firſt 
— the Laſt, the Alpha and the Omega, 
Beginning and the End of all 
T Thing, And to · pretend that ſuch a 
lation as this, is only Impoſture 
ind Deluſion, is in effect to ſay, that 
Adam and Abrabam, and Moſes and 
| David, and the Prophets have all con- 
ir'd with John Baptift, and 'Jefus 
hriſt, and his Apoſtles to impoſe a 
new Religion on the World. And 1 
think, that nothing needs be added * 
ſet forth the ridiculous Abſurdity : 
the Pretence, and the fai Imp ky 
olly of 
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ety, as well as the invincible 
thoſe that make it. 

2. Another great Advantage in God dex 
Chriſtianity is, that it ſhews us plainly nothing 
that God does nothing Arbitrarily in 2 
the Buſineſs of our Salvation, but that Salottion, | 
all our Hopes and Fears, and all our 
ExpeRations from him, and eſpecially 
4s 5 the World to come, are founded 
on Fixt, Eſtabliſh'd, Eternal and Un- 
bore eahle Rules of Righteouſneſs. 
And I ſcarce know any one Principle 
that is more to the oy of God, and 

fo the Honour of our Religion, more 


to the Encouragement and Conſolation | 
of all Boon Men, and indeed that tends 


. ; more | 
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more.to the Conviction and Reforma- 
tian of the Wicked, than this of ours, 
when well conſider'd and rightly un- 
derſtood. For with how much Eager- 
neſs ſoever ſome Men may inſiſt an 
God's pardoning Sin by a meer Deſpo- 
tick Power and Arbitrary Will, I have 


$ Serm. Il. ſhewn at large * above, that no ſuch 


Thing can poſſibly have place with 


God, unleſs we will allow. not only 


Religion itſelf and all its Laws, but 


alſo the Salyation and Damnation of 
Men to be wholly and ſolely from a 
Principle of meer Arbitrary. Power, 


rather than from any certain Princi- 


ples of Eſſential Goodneſs, or any de- 


terminate Laws of Natural Juſtice, 


©, 


And how extravagant and uncomfort- 
able an Opinion is this? 


* 


If there be no determinate, and uns 


changeable Principles of Goodneſs, na 
eftabliſh'd Laws of Natural Juſtice 
and Righteouſneſs, according ta 
which Almighty God adminiſters all, 
his Pzovidences, and contrives. all his 
Diſpenſations ; then we can never have 
any certain or uſeful Notions, of his Ju- 
ſtice and his Goodneſs. And tho? we 
call him a Righteous God, and are 
taught to believe, that there is nous 
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good but God; yet if there be no Real; 
and Eſſential, and Unchangeable Prin- 
ciples of Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs, 


we can never know what thoſe Ex- 


preſſions mean. At moſt, we can then 
mean no more by 'em than this, that 
God does what he will; and what he 
thus wills and does, is therefore Good, 
becauſe he wills and does it. And 
when we ſay that God can do no Evil, 


according to that Principle we can in- 


tend no more by it, than that every 
Thing which God does is therefore 


Good, + becauſe done by him, be it 
never ſo Diſagreeable in it ſelf, ne- 


ver ſo Deplorable in its Cenſequen- 
And if this be allow*'d; how very 


much does it Diminiſh and Blemiſh 


the Glory of his Character, by bring- 
ing his Goodneſs, Juſtice and Holi- 


neſs to nothing? And they are but 


meer empty Names, if they have no 


Relation to the Nature of Things, 


nor any certain Signification. At this 


rate I muſt needs own indeed, that. 


after all the ſeeming Solemnity of the 


Divine Laws and Sanctions, Promiſes 


and Threatenings, ſacred Covenants 
and Stipulations of Almighty God, he 


Pd 


may - 


Ihe Wiſdom of God, 
ow yet, if he will, ſo alter ws Pur- 
that the very worſt of Sinners, 


Lest ang all the { Sever 
rity of his Laws, may be av d. And 


this, I confeſs, would be a very com- 


fortable Principle to all wicked and 


ungodl) Men; and, if it Were true, 
Id give em couch. greater Hope 
chan What the Chriſtian Goſpel 
does allow'of; Bu — this is tlie on- 
ly Principle upon which an Arbitrar 1 
Remiſſion of Sins by a meer Exerciſe 
of Dominion and Power can have 
place, ſo the miſchievous: Conſequen- 
des of all «this ſhew how ridiculouſly 
Abſurd; and extra va 
able all ſueh Expectations are. 
For if you go thus far, the very 
fame Principles muſt carry you far- 
ther; and with tlie ſame — of 
Truth and Reaſon will prove, that 
God _—_ t, if he would,” have made 
Virtue Vice, and Vice Virtue; ; might 
have commanded us to Blaſpheme, ra- 
ther łhan to Honour him; to be Cruel 
and Senſual, and Deviliſh;' inſtead — 
Merciful, Pure and Holy; and at the 
laſt, not only to ſave from Deſtruction 
the Wicked, Impenitent, Profane, Sen- 
mal Sinner, but even to convey ſuch 
| to 


\ 


en- | 
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to the Glories of an Heavenly State, 


when the Meek, the Humble, the 
Chaſt, the Pure, the Temperate ſhould 
be ſentenc'd to everlafting Burnings 


with the Devil and his Angels. 


'This, - as ſtrangely Odd as it fonnds; 
and as Abfurd and as Diſagreeable as 


it ſeems to all our common Ideas of 
the Righteouſneſs, Goodneſs, Juſtice 
and Holineſs of God, muſt be allow d 
the natural'and inevitable Conſeq ſuence 
of ſuch a Principle. And all the? Salva- 
tion and Damnation of Mankind muſt 


thus be reſolv'd into the meer Arbitra- 


ry Will, and Pleaſure, and Power of 


God, if ſuch a Doctrin be admitted and 


ſet up. 

Nor will it at all avail to pretend 
that God exerciſes this his Power in 
pardoning the Penitent alone. For if 


the Difference between Good and Evil 
be not Real and Unchangeable, Re- 


ntance itſelf is as Indifferent as Ar- 
itrary, and as changeable an Inſtitu- 
won as any of the reft, and may as ca- 
ſily and with as mute Reaſon be diſ- 


yew nsd with and fet aſide. And the 
hole, 


„ both as to Virtue and Vice, 
as to Duty and Sin, as to Rewards 
and Punifments, as to the 9 
an 
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and Damnation of Mankind, reſolves 
itſelf into, and centers all in the chang- © 


able, uncertain, - Arbitrary Will of t 

the Supreme, if there be not ſome cer- 

tain, fixt, eternal and indiſpenſable b 
Principles of Rightcouſneſs and Juſtice, 10 
according to Which God governs the ti 
World, and unchangeably beſtows I 
both Rewards and Puniſhments. | 
And according to ſuch Opinions and £ 

- Notions, what ſhall ve make of the +: 

Attributes of God? Or what the cer- MW m 

tain Ground of our Fears, or Hope, W th 

or of any of our. ExpeQtations?., , . 

- -But on the other hand, if Good and 

Evil are Things real, and fixt, and an 
certain, as having an Eternal Foun- WW ſtic 
dation in the Nature of the unchange- I w 

able God, and in a certain Reſem- ver 
blance of, or Relation to him, then an- 

the Reverſe of all theſe Things will We 

be found ſo plain and evident, that 4 ha 

meer Arbitrary Remiſſion of Sins can- 48 

not be poſſible. For the Conſequence ¶ a 

of theſe Principles muſt, be, that this mo 
Difference is the true Foundation and act 
Reaſon of all his Laws, and the Rule ¶ for 

of all his Diſpenſations. Thus he cer- this 

| tainly forbids. Sin, and puniſhes it, or e 

G becauſe he hates it; and, he a he 
„ | | 1 tes 7 
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hates it, becauſe it's abſolutely diſ- 
agreeable and contrary to his Na- 
ture. He therefore commands and 
countenances Virtue: He therefore 
bleſſes the Good, and promiſes to 
reward them, becauſe he loves Vir- 


tue, as naturally agreeable and huge- 


ly delightfubto him. | | 
And in this Principle, when we 
ſay, that God is Good, and hateth 
Evil, every Body knows what we 
mean. Every Body knows we mean 
that God guides himſelf in all his 
Actions and Diſpenſations, accord- 
ing to the fixt Rules of Goodneſs, 


ſtice; the Notions and Idea's of 
which in our Minds, make up a 
very great part of the Divine Image 
and Similitude to God, after which 


we are ſaid at our firſt Creation to 


have been made. And that in any 
Action, or any Diſpenſation to- 
wards his Creatures, he can no 
more recede from theſe Reaſons, or 
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and the eſtabliſh'd Principles of Ju- 


act contrary to theſe Obligations, 


for ſo I muſt call the Principles of 
this Difference, than he can Die, 
or deny himſelf, or ceaſe to be what 
he is. Accordingly in theſe certain 
n R Rules 
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Rules and eftabliſh*'d Principles of 
Righteouſneſs, we ſee the Reaſona- 
bleneſs of God's Laws, and the Ne- 
ceſſity of putting them in | Executi- 


on. They are given and enacted, 
becauſe good; and they are obſerv'd 
and executed, becauſe neceſſary to 
God's Glory and to our Felicity. 


And this is the true Principle of all 


our Hopes and Fears, as it is the 
true Reaſon of all Puniſhments and 
Rewards. And in regard to theſe 
Laws and Rules, God will no more 
ſave a Sinner in a ſtate of Sin, than 


he will deſtroy a Righteous Man in 


his Innocence and Integrity. For 
theſe Reaſons he can no more de- 
ftroy the Righteous with the Wicked, 
or by ſparing the impenitent Sin- 
ner make the Righteous to be as the 
Wicked, than he can make Light to 
be Darkneſs, and Darkneſs to be 
Light, e 
But as the ſame God, who is the 
Fountain of all Goodneſs, is alſo the 
Fountain of all true Felicity and 
Bliſs, there ſprings from hence ſuch 
an eternal and inſeparable Relation 
between Holineſs and Happineſs, be- 
tween Sin and Miſery, that in the 

1 Nature 


Sees e 


n 


in the Redemption of Man. 
Nature of Things, as well as in the 
unchangeable Decrees of God, the 
Righteous ſhall be Happy, and the 
Wicked ſhall be Miſerable. Theſe 
are all of 'em plain, and certain, 
and neceſſary Conſequences. And 
as theſe are the Principles and Rea- 
ſons to an Holy God, of all his 
Diſpenſations, and of all his Judg- 
ments, ſo are they the true Grounds 
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of all our Hope and Comfort, of 


all our Fears and Terrors. With a 
Holy God the may only can be 
Happy, the Wicked muſt be Mi- 
ſerable. And as this is that Funda- 
mental Principle of Righteouſneſs, 
which has been ſhewn to be the 
true Foundation of all his Laws and 
Precepts, of all his Commands and 
Injunctions againſt Sin, ſo is it alſo 
ſuch an Eternal Rule, ſuch an un- 


changeable Guide and Standard in 


all his Judgments, that there can 
be no room to hope for Mercy and 
Pardon by the Exerciſe of a meer 


Arbitrary Power and Right, contra- 


ry to theſe Eternal Principles and 


Oblig ations. 'F 
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And as the whole Scheme of our 
Chriſtian Redemption ftands upon 
this Foot, is built upon this Ground; 
proceeds upon theſe very Principles, 
and is all intended 'only to admini- 
ſter Grace, Mercy and Favour to 
Sinners in a way of Righteouſneſs, and 
on ſuch Conditions as may ſuit beſt 
with the Eternal Rules of Wiſdom, 
Juſtice, Goodneſs, Righteouſneſs, Ho- 
lineſs and Truth; nothing in Nature 
can be more directly 4.1 ot to a 
meer Arbitrary Remiſſion by the Ex- 
erciſe of meer Arbitrary Power and 
Right. And therefore it was cer- 
tainly without Thought, and with 
great Raſhneſs and Inconſideration, 
and from moſt powerful Prejudice 
and Diſaffection, that ſuch a Religion 
as this was repreſented as unreaſon- 
able and unworthy of Almighty God; 
in that nothing can be more for his 
Glory, or a greater Honour to our 
Holy Profeſſion, nothing can more 
ſet forth its Excellencies, nothing can 
be more comfortable to all wiſe and 
good Men, or tend more naturally 
to the Conviction of the Wicked, 
than thus to find, even in the very 


Reaſons and Principles of our Re- 
MM demption, 
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demption, that there is nothing Arbi- 
trary in Chriſtianity : But that as | 
all its Laws, Precepts and Com- 
mands are grounded on the Eternal 
Rules of Righteouſneſs and Good- 
neſs, ſo are all its Promiſes and Threat- 
nings, and all our Expectations from 
them; inſomuch that as no Mafi 
2 merely becauſe God would 
have it ſo, but becauſe his own 
wilful Wickedneſs and Vice, in the 
Reaſon, Nature and Relation of 
Things, is an invincible Bar to his 
being Happy; ſo on the other hand, 
no Be can reaſonably hope and 
expect to be ſav'd by the mere Ar- 
bitrary Will and Power of the Su- 
preme, contrary to the Eternal Laws 
and Principles of Righteouſneſs. And 
therefore, . « 
3. From hence alſo I muſt obſerver . 
again, that on this very account that mor of the 
the Chriſtian Deſpenſation better — ho 
ſupports the Honour of God hy con- ferth in, 
fulring.agd GT the Harmony 9 
of his Divine Attributes and Per- 
fections, than any other Religion or 
Principle whatſoever, It exhibits 
Mercy and Pardon, and Reconcili- 
ation, and Favour to Sinners to the 
g . greateſt 
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greateſt Degree, and with the great- 


eſt Conſolation imaginable, and yet 


in ſuch a Way, and on ſuch Con- 


ditions, as well conſiſt with the Ho- 


nour of his Holineſs, the Juſtice of 


his Government, the ſacred Authority 
of his Laws againſt Sin, and the 
Glory of all his Divine Perfections. 
And, as I have already ſhewn at 
large, that the great Reaſon and 


Neceflity of an Atonement and Ex- | 


piation proceeded wholly from this 
Conſideration , That the Glory of 
God's Divine Attributes, and the 
Wiſdom and Juſtice of his Govern- 
ment might be confulted by ſome 


ſuch remarkable Puniſhment of Sin, 


as might be ſufficient to atteſt his 


Abhorrence of it, and his juſt Diſplea- 


fure againſt it; and which, I think, 


all the Wiſdom of Mankind cannot 


provide for in any other Way, or 
by any other Means ſo conſpicuouſly, 


ſo advantageouſly, as is done in that 


Expiation which the Goſpel ſets forth 


by the Blood of Chriſt; ſo I eannot 


but think ir of the greateſt Moment 
and Importance both tothe Honour 
of God, and the Good of Mankind, 
that this Delightful, Harmonious * 
1 8 1ent 


IE F TRI acc 1 


SS Ov &a ou kc > A tens © 


bay. 


OS ene o Oo 22 d 


and the more fafely to. be rely'd on, 


in the Redemption of Man. 


ſent ofithe Divine Attributes ſhould be 
continually and univerſally preſerv'd, 


and ſhine bright thro? all his Dif- 


penſations. | 
Men form their Notions rid Ap 


probe of God, according to the 


i{coveries of this kind, that they 
are able to make. It is "therefore to 
the Advantage of his Character, that 
Mercy and Truth ſhould mtet together, 
and "Righteouſs 45 and Pente be recon- 

cibd and unſted in all his fudgments 
and Dealings with us. It makes all 
our Expectations of Mercy the mot 
reaſonable ,- the better grounde 


and with a juſter Confidence, when 
we find his Hatred*and Abhorrence 


of Sin, his juſt Vengeqnte and Dif: - 


pleaſure againſt it at the ſame time 
as viſible and diſtinguiſhing as his 
tender Mercy and | Compaſſion to 
the Sinner. And both theſe are ve. 
ry remarkable in the bitter Faſſion 
of the Crucify'd Jeſus. 

If ever any one of the Divine 
Attributes ſhould be ſuppos'd to 


prevail againſt, and to gain the Af. 


cendent over. the Teſt, it would not 
only be a Blemiſh to the Glory of 
R 4 God, 


1110 
1 $ 
o 
wk 
1458 
y 4 
'S 
j [4 
YN i4 
: Y #7 1 
144 
's 
[ 
4% 
: 115 
4 
en 
1 
A t 
Y 
7 f 75 4 
HAY 
3 9 
1 F 5 
4 
: 
* 
1 
bo >: 1 E. 
{| 11 
r 
1 
= 
. LY 
, ju 
by 4 
I "= 
"1 
Wo 
..v l 
1 
4 
2 1 
; i 
1 
i 'T 
it 1; 
£ 
ras 
i 
- Ai 
957 
= 
4 1 
4 , 
N | 
. * 
N 
1 
10 
1 
£ 12 
1 4 
yy 
1 
ET 
0 9 = # 
* 
8 1 
4x 
11 
11 
. | 
| | 
0/7 
1. 
. N 4 
„ 0 14 
a 
$ 7 
__ :. 
Þ 1 
ä 1 
Th l 
- 37s 
| ; 
| li 
Y 1 
KS 1 G 


248 


Y 2 . * ; 
. * W 
| 4 | 
» e 
= 


ff The Wiſden f Gal, 

God, in whom all Perfections infi- 
nitely and equally dwell, but it muſt 
alſo have very. miſchievous and fa- 


tal Influences upon Mankind. For 


inſtance, if we let our Thoughts 
dwell on his Infinite Mercy and 
Goodneſs, and do not balance our 
Expectations by our Apprehenſions 
of his Juſt and Righteous Venge- 
ance, it is almoſt impoſſible to ex- 
preſs into what heights of 3 
and Preſumption, miſtaken Confi - 
dence, and ill - grounded Hope Men 
will run. They will live in the con- 
ſtant and habitual Practice of the vi- 
leſt Sins, and yet at laſt expect to wipe 
off the Guilt of all, and to prevent 
the Danger, by a meer Lord have 
Mercy upon me at their Death. 

On the other hand, if we reflect 


on the Righteous Vengeance and ſe- 


vere Indignation of that tremendous 
God, whoſe Judgments are Terrible, 


and whoſe. Diſpleaſure is as a Con- 


ſuming Fire; Good God! How muſt 


all the Nations of the Earth trem- 


ble, and be diſmay'd, to behold the 
Terrors of the Lord ſet in array 
againſt them? And unleſs ſupport- 


ed by ſome reaſonable and well. 


grounded 
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in the Redemption of Man, 249 
grounded Expectations of Mercys and 
Favour, how muſt -fhey in theſe 
fearful Apprehenſions of Divine 
Wrath, ſink into the laſt Extremi- 
ties of ſad Diſconſolation and black 
Deſpair? And under the juſt Ter- 
rors, and bitter Remorſe of a guilty 
Conſcience for any heinous and fla- 
gitious Iniquity, ſuch. as Murder, 
Adultery, . Blaſphemy, or the like; 
it deſeryes to be well conſider'd, 
what. ſound Comfort our Modern 
Apoſtates with their Antichriſtian 
Notions and Principles can admi- 
1 

ey, will tell you, that God's ne reigs 
Mercy 2 ſufficient for 175 Juſtice, aud chief Prin. 
that he is as much inclin'd to Pity as . 
to P uniſh. Well, be it ſo; but what dation of 
do they mean, or what do they Ee. 
expect from all this? Dq they mean, 
that God is entirely at Liberty whe- 
ther he will puniſh Men their Sins 
or no, and abſolutely free either to 
ſhew. Mercy, or to execute Venge- 
ance meerly of his Arbitrary Will 
and Pleaſure, without being deter- 
min'd by the Reaſon of Things, 
and the Merit of their Actions this 
way or that, let their Deteſtable, 
8 | Enor * 
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Eno#mous Abominations be never 
fo great? This, I muſt beg leave 
to ſay, cannot be granted them. 
Such a Principle cannot conſiſt with 
the Holineſs, and Effential Righte- 
ouſneſs and Juſtice of Almighty 
God; nor be true, if there be any 
fixt and certain Principles of Virtue, 
Goodneſs and Holineſs in the World. 
For if there be ſuch, they muſt be 
the determinate Rules and Princi- 
ples by which God directs himſelf 
in all his Counſels, Providences and 
Diſpenſations. The univerſal Righ- 
teouſneſs and Rectitude of the Di- 


vine Nature conſiſts in this _ 


Thing; and he could not be a Juſt 
and an Holy God, if he did other- 
wiſe. 1 8 

And as we have ſeen that this is 
the true Ground and Principle of 
his Legiſlature, of his Laws and his 


Promiſes, and of all his Denuncia- 


tions againſt Sin; ſo conſequently 


the Puniſhment is as neceſſary as 


the Prohibition of it; and can no 
more in Righteouſneſs diſpenſe abſo- 
lutely with the one, than he was 
originally at Liberty not to have de- 
creed the other: No more at Li- 
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in the Redemption of Man. 251 
berty, in regard to his Juſtice and 
Truth, abſolutely and entirely to 
ſuperſede all Puniſhment of Sin, than 
he was at firſt not to have made 
any Laws. For he governs us by 
the ſame Reaſons and Principles in 
both. And thus far I am {ure that 
the diſconſolate Sinner will meet 
with little Comfort, 'in remarking 
that God's Mercy is ſufficient for his . 
Juſtice. It can give no Hope of an 
univerſal, or inconditional Pardon, 
nor does it at all ſet forth either for 
what Sins, or on what Conditions, 
Pardon and Mercy are to be ex- 

pected. So far from it, that indeed 
this their favourable Principle on 
which they would build their Hope, 

may be turn'd upon em, and falls 

with equal Force at leaſt the other 
way; and has as much Power to 
deſtroy, as to ſupport Mens Expe- 

Qations + For, if God's Mercy is fuf- 

ficient for his Juſtice, ſo is his Juſtice 

for his Mercy. And wo ſhould He 

not then be as much inclin'd to Pu- 


niſh, as either to Pity or to Pardon? 
For let us conſider what are the 
wry 
mine hi 
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Reaſons that ſeem to deter- 
m either way. He pardons 
out 
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cut of a tender Regard to the Mi- 


ſeries, and Sufferings, and Sorrows 
\of his Creatures: Of his ſinful Crea- 
tures, and out of Pity to the Un- 
happineſs which they have brought 
upon themſelves by their Sins. And 
he puniſhes out of his juſt Diſplea- 
- ſure at their Wickedneſs, and in a 
ſtrict Regard to Himſelf and his Ho- 


nour, and the ſacred Authority of 


his Laws, His Mercy therefore, 
we ſee, proceeds from a Concern- 
ment for his Creatures, but his 
Vengeance, from a Concernment for 
Himſelf and his own Glory. And 
which way now ſhall poor Mortals 
determine their Expectations? When 
they . conſider . his Pity, it gives 
Hope; when they remember his 
Juſtice and tremendous Indignation, 


and theſe neceſſary to vindicate the 


Honour of his Perfections, it raiſes 


the utmoſt height of Terror, and it's 


well if it does not ſink Men into the 
laſt Extremities of Deſpair. For al- 
tho? I cannot doubt but that God is 
always ready ta ſhew as much Mer- 
cy to his Creatures as can be con- 
ſiſtent with his Honour, with the 
Righteouſneſs of his + 
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and the univerſal Rectitude of his 
Nature, yet, when it comes to this 
unhappy Dilemma, that he muſt 
forego his Regard either to his Crea- 
tures, or to his own Glory and 
Perfections, we _— certainly de- 
pend upon it, that he who made all, _. 
Things for himſelf, will act conſiſt- 4. 
ently with himſelf, and in a juſt 
regard 'to his Glory, tho? all his 
Creatures periſh. So far then as 
the Mercy of God can appear con- 
ſiſtent with his Wiſdom and Ju- 
ſtice, and Truth and Holineſs, and 
with the facred. Authority of his 
Laws, ſo far to be ſure it's not 

unreaſonable to expect it. But if 

we go beyond this, we break thro? 

all Bounds and Limits, we run in- 

to the other Extreme, and we ex- 
alt our Expectations from his Mer- 

cy to ſuch an extravagant Heighth, 

as. to give Countenance to the vain- 

eſt Preſumption of impenitent Sin- 
| ners, and abſolutely to deftroy the 
| Neceſſity of an Holy Life. . 
And altho' I know that Repen- 
tance is again here inſiſted on as 
| ſufficient to ſolve the Difficulty, yet 
| if we ſet aſide the Holy ING 
FT | the 
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The Wiſdom of God, 


the Promiſes there made, and the 


Reaſons and Principles there reveab'd, 
I may ſafely defie any Man alive, 
whatever may be his Wit and Judg- 


ment, and deep Penetration, to diſ- 


cover and ſet forth upon good and 


certain Grounds, what and whoſe 


thoſe Sins are that God will pardon, 
and upon what Degrees of Humili- 


ation, and Sorrow, and Contrition 


he will vouchſafe his Mercy. It is, 


I think, only the Evangelical Do- 


Erin of a Crucify'd Jeſus, who by 
bearing the Puniſhment of our Sins, 
and ſuffering in our ſtead, and by 
ſatisfying the Reaſons and Purpoſes 
of the Divine Juſtice and Venge- 
ance, has conſulted the Honour of 
God, and kept up the ſacred Au- 
thority of. his Laws, has alſo made 


that Mercy both Reaſonable, and 


Glorious, which otherwiſe had not 
been ſo: And who, by a new Co- 
venant in his Blood, has given us a 
Promiſe, and a full Aſſurance of Par- 
don to all Sins upon Repentance. 
Without which new Covenant it 


would and muſt have puzPd the 
Wiſeſt, and the Greateſt, and the 


Beſt of Men, to have given great 
Se and 
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and habitual Sinners a good and cer- 
tain Aſſurance. that Sorrow and Con- 


- trition would avail to their Ever- 


laſting Happineſs. And after all 
their ſpecious Reaſonings and pre- 
tended Gueſſes, there would have 
been found Thouſands and 'Thou- 
ſands of Inſtances, in which Re- 
pentance alone without a Mediator, 
would have been no better thought 
of, than our Adverſaries themſelves 
pretend to think of it in David's 


Caſe. And whatever they could 
have ſaid from the tender Mercy 


of God to the Sufferings of his miſe- 


rable Creatures, which, Bleſſed be 


his Name, will admit of a great 
deal, yet any tolerable Senſe of his 
Natural Juftice, and Eſſential Holi- 
neſs, as the Foundation of his Laws, 
and the Principle of his Judgments, 
muſt leave every great and ſcanda- 


lous habitual: Sinner, notwithſtand- 


ing all his deepeſt Contrition and 
Denitential Sorrow, under very great 


Uncertainties, and jealous, anxious 


Fears, as to his Everlaſting Peace 
and Happineſs. py Mo OT: © IDP-I3C 
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Let vain Men therefore pretend 
p what they will; it is owing to the 
Satisfaction of thy moſt precious 
Blood, O Blefſed Jeſus, and to the 
Puniſhment of our Sins in thy me- 
ritorious Death and Paſſion, by 
which the Honour of God is con- 
ſulted, and the Glory of his Cha- 
racer preſerv'd, that our Hope of 
| Mercy, and Reconciliation, and Eter- 
nal Life, becomes reaſonable and 
well-grounded. And Men have fo 
little Reaſon to accuſe this our Chri- 
ſtian Diſpenſation as unworthy of 
God, or in any meaſure derogatory 
to his Glory on this account, that 
TI do not know of any one Action, 
or Providence, or Contrivance what- 
ſoever, that J ever yet heard of, from 
the firſt Creation of the World, in 
which the Divine Wiſdom, and 
Goodneſs, and Juſtice, and Mercy, t] 
and Truth, are ſo harmoniouſly uni- b 
ted, and ſhine with ſo: beautiful and E 
advantageous a Luſtre, as in this of I tl 
the Salvation of Mankind by Jeſus a1 
Chriſt. I have been the longer up- lo 
on this Head, in that it comes up ſo || a: 
very cloſe to the main Objection D 
brought againſt Chriſtianity _ 
| this 


this, Doctrin of our Redemption is, Death for 


of our Hope, it gives us the great- rides 
eſt Aſſurances imaginable of God's of God's 


. Deſire of our Happineſs and. Salva- 
tion that can poſſibly be had. 
What can be greater, than when 
we were Slaves to Sin, and Chil- 
dren of Wrath, to receive us into 


God, and Heirs of the Ringdom of 
bers of Death, and the Powers of 
and to bring us again into Fel- 


Divine and Holy Nature? And 
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this Quarter, and. eminently diſ- 
covers the Glory of God, and 
ſome of the greateſt Excellencies 1 
of our Religion, in thoſe very In- —_ 
ſtances in which its Adverſaries = 
pretend to find the contrary. 1 

4. Another great Advantage in gig 1 
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that for the further Confirmation -E [1 
greateſt 9 5 


Love to us, and of his unfeigned “Le. 


Favour, to give us the Adoption of 
Sons, to make us the Children of 


Heaven? What can be greater, 
than to deliver us from the Cham- 


Hell, and the barbarous Inſults of 
the- Devil and his Infernal Fiends, 


lowſhip and Communion with God, 
and even. to a Participation of his 


8 all 
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The Wiſdom of God, 
all theſe Things the Goſpel pro- 
miſes as Privileges, and Benefits, 
and great Advantages that we re- 
ceive here on Earth by the Re- 
demption of Jeſus Chriſt. 

But the moſt wonderful and un- 


parallell'd Indications of Divine 


Condeſcenſion and Love, are feen 
in the Perſon by whom, and in 
the Means thro' which this Expi- 


ation of our Sins was made, and 


this Redemption wrought : When 
neither Men nor Angels could be 
capable of fo great a Work; not 
Men, becauſe all included in a 
ſtate of Sin, and ſo unfit to be- 
come a Ranſom for Sinners; not 
Angels, as not able to conquer the 
Powers of Death and Hell. When 
none elſe was capable of accom- 
pliſting ſo great a Work, and all 

ankind muſt have periſh'd in 
their Sms for want of it, Almigh- 
ys God of the Greatneſs of his ten- 
der Pity and infinite Compaſſion, 
ſent down from Heaven his only 


begotten Son, the Son of his Love, 


the Heir of all Things, the Brightneſs 


Heb, i. 2 of his Father”s Glory, and the expreſs 


Image 


* 
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Image of the Inviſible God, to be 
our Saviour. And is there nothing 
| worthy of our Wonder, and our 
ſerious Contemplation in all this ? 
Is this a trifling and unreaſonable 
Diſpenſation? It cannot ſure be 
pretended unworthy of. God, when 
it appears all along to have pro- 
ceeded wholly from a ſtrict Regard 
to his Honour in the Adminiſtra- 
tion of his Mercy. And it cannot 
but be very agreeable to, and wor- 
oy of all Acceptation among Men, 
when it gives ſo inconteſtable an 
Indication of God's great Affecti- 
on and 8 Kindneſs to us. To 
come down from Heaven, and by 
a wonderful and myſterious Incar- 
nation to live among us, was, as 
the firſt, ſo one of the leaſt In- 
ſtances of his great Condeſcenſion 
and Love. When thus Incarnate, 
to live among us a poor and a mi- 
ſerable Life, in a mean Condition 
and low Eſtate, and of no Repu- 
tation, under a narrow and a ſcan- 
ty Fortune, in Infamy and Re- 
proaches, being continually Scorn'd 
and ReviPd, Scandaliz'd and Blaſ- 
* phem' d, 
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260 *The Wiſdom of God, 
phem'd, Deſpis' d and ſet at naught 
among his Brethren: To be falſe: 
ly Accus'd, maliciouſly Condemn'd, 
Spit upon, Buffetted, Crucify*d, 
and in one Word, to Die on the 
Croſs in all the Miſeries and Sor- 
rows, in all the Anguiſh and Tor- 
ments that ſo Vile and Infamous, 
10 Barbarous and. Cruel a Death 
could be attended with; and all 
this as the Puniſhment and Atone- 
ment of our Sins, and to make way 
by that Atonement for ſuch Exer- 
ciſe of his Mercy to us as he 
could not -otherwilſe ſo Righteouſly 
have exhibited, nor we fo reaſon- 
ably have accepted: This is what 
the New Teſtament. deſervedly ſets 
forth as a moſt ſingular and extra- 
ordinary Manifeſtation of the Good- 
neſs and Love of God to Mankind. 
Joh. iii. 16. God ſo loved the World, that he gave 

his only begotten Son, that whoſoever 

belitveth' in him ſhould. not periſh, but 

have Everlaſting ©: Life. - Herein God 
Rom. v. S. ,02ymendeth his Love to us, in that 

when we were yet. Sinners Chriſt: died 
Eph. ii, Jor- as. God, who is rich in Mercy, 
4. 3. for the great Love mheremith he. loved 


us, 


us; when we were dead in Sins, hath 
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quickned us together with Chriſt. 
Hereby perceive me the Love of God, 4 7 ng He 
oy he laid down his Life for as. : 

In this was manifeſted the Love of God N 
to Us, becauſe he ſent his only Begotten N 
Son into the World, that we might live 

thro? him, Here is Love, not that 


we loved God, but that he loved us, 


and ſent his Son to-be the Propitiation 
for our Sins, And ſuch a Revelati- 
on, when ftrongly atteſted, and 
wonderfully confirm'd by the beſt 
and moſt undeniable Evidence, can 
never ſure be unwelcome, or un- 


2 to Mankind, and there- 


ore ought not to be trifled with. 
And eſpecially when it ſhall be 


conſider' d, that even all this has 


been, and will be found little e- 
nough to give ſome Men a good 
Aſſurance, that the Greatneſs of 
their Sins ſhall certainly be for- 
given them. In ſhort, this won- 
derful and myſterious Diſpenſation, 
which the profane Scorners, walking 2Pet.iii.3; 
after their own Laſts, ſo reproach- 
fully deſpiſe, as on the one hand 


it conſults the Honour of God, and 


TI 1 


, is very much to the Praiſe of the 
err s. </ 95 his Grace, in be — 
bis | Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Juſtice, 
Truth, Holineſs and Mercy; ſo is 
it on the other equally for the Be- 
nefit and Confolation of Mankind, 
in exhibiting the plaineſt and moſt 
certain Demonſtrations of his un- 
feigned Love, and ſincere Defires, 
and follicitous Endeavours for our 
Happineſs. But to conclude, 
The chi- 5. Laftly. Our Chriſtian Doctrin 
fien Reli- of Redemption by the Blood of 
201 — Chriſt, and of Pardon of Sin by 
mote Hoti- his Mediation, as it has its Foun- 
N dation in the eſtabliſh'd Principles 
of Natural Juſtice and Righteouſ- 
neſs, founded in the Nature of 
God, and in an eſſential Difference 
between Good and Evil, it muſt 
\ go farther than any other Religi- 
on, or any other Principles can 
£0, to convince Mankind of the 
tal Influence of Sin, and of the 
indiſpenſable Neceſſity of true Re- 
pentance, and of a Religious Holy 
Life. I do not ſpeak now, you 
fee, only of the Influence of its 
Promiſes and Threatenings , 2 
ad ho 
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the undoubted Certainty of a fu- 
ture Reſurrection from the Dead, 


ment to come, and to be execu- „ 


the gracious Promiſes of Everlaſt- 


of Pleaſure for evermore: And a- x 


tion of everlaſting Burnings, and 
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gels, where the Wicked are to live 
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the natural Tendency of its gene- 
ral Doctrins to perſwade Men to 
be Good and Virtuous. The bring- 
ing Life aud Immortality to Light by 
a clearer and fuller Revelation, by 
more certain Proofs and Aſſuran- 
ces of a Future State of Rewards 
and Puniſhments after Death: By 


10. 


built on the Certainty of the Re- 3 
ſurrection of Chriſt, and a Judgs 


ted by that ſame Jeſus who. once 
came down ta be our Saviour: By 


ng iſs and Glory in the Preſence 

t God, and in the Kingdom 

of Heaven, where all that are 

Good and Holy ſhall ſhine like Mat. xiii. 
the Sun in the Kingdom of the 
Father, have Everlaſting Reſt- and 

Peace, 4 Fulneſs of Joy, and Rivers Pal. xvi, 


gain, by the dreadful Denuncia- 


endleſs Torments in Hell Fire, pre- Þ 
par'd for the Devil and his An- A 


_ The Wiſdom of God, 
for ever, and to Houl, and La- 
ment, and Mourn and be AMiQ- 
ed even with very great Diſtreſs, 
during the long Continuance of an 
endleſs Eternity. In Conſideration 
of all which, St. Paul calls the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, the Power ef God 
unto Salvation to. every one that be- 
lieveth, · and in which reſpect the 
. \ Chriſtian Religion is more Excel- 
lent, - and has better Arguments, 
and a much greater Force than any 
other in the World beſides, to en- 

gage Men to be Good. 

But this, I ſay, however Great, 

Eſpecialy and Valuable, and Extraordinary, 

2 is not all that I here aim at. I 
Kedempti- more particularly intend. at pre- 
9%. ſent, the Influence which the Do- 
rin of our Redemption by the 
Blood of Chriſt, and the Eternal 
Principles of | Righteouſneſs on 
| ieh tis e has, to confirm 
4 all the Promiſes and Threatenings 
'$ of the Goſpel; to ſettle: our Appre- 
1 henſions and Expectations accord- 
= ing to them; and above all other 
=_— Things whatſoever, to convince 
us of the indiſpenſable * 4 

uc 
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Rom. i. 16. 
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ſuch an Holy Life, as is preachꝰd 


26g 


from it. And this will be ſeen in 


ſome good meaſure from that one 
_ fingle Principle which I mention'd 
in the beginning as naturally re- 


ſulting from God's Original Decree, 


and which Was :ndeed. the firſt 


Help to us in diſcovering the abſo- 


lute and, indiſpenſable Neceſſity of 


our Redemption: I mean this, that 
a State of Sin, and a State of Ha 
pineſs and Immortality are pe 
incompatible. 


The Neceſſity of our Redempti- - 


on, and the want of a Saviour, I 
have all along ſhewn you, proceeds 
from this one plain and certain 


Principle. And all the Aim and 
End of Chriſt's Mediation and A- 
tonement, is only to deliver us 


from a State of Sin, and to reſtore 


us to a, State of Righteouſneſs, in 


a method of Juſtice, and in a way 
agreeable. to. the Truth and Holi- 


15 neſs, and other glorious Perfections 


of our God, that we might there- 
by become capable of Happineſs 
= Immortality. So that no one 
Principles can more plainly demon- 

| ſtrate 
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ſtrate the inevitable Danger and 
Miſery of a ſinful State, and the 
abſolute Neceſſity of Holineſs to the 
Complete and Eternal Felicity of 
, one 


Net ſo the Not ſo the Doctrin of an Ar- 


Principles 


J Deiſm. 


bitrary Remiſſion of Sins, which 


ſome Men ſo zealouſſy contend for: 


For where the whole depends, not 
on the determinate Reaſon of Things, 
nor on any unchangeable Princi- 
ples of Natural Righteouſneſs and 


- Goodneſs, but only on the meer 


Arbitrary Will and changeable Plea- 
ſure of the Supreme, there is no 
neceſſary Regard to be had to the 


Actions of Men, but as his Will 


makes the Law, ſo his Law and 
Determination either way makes 
the Nen. And thus indeed that 
may be Reaſonable and Righteous 
to Pay, which will not be ſo to 
Morrow; if he who to Day makes 
a Law, a Covenant, an Ordinance 
or a Decree, to Morrow {hall think 
fit to repeal and ſuperſede it. At 
this rate there can be no fixt and 
certain Principles of Man's bein 


either Happy or Miſerable, but alt 


depends 


R 2 


— 
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cede from his Right, Men may 


be Happy; and where he will 


not, they muſt be Miſerable, let 
the Actions of Men be what they 


will, Good or Bad. 


And where then is the Neceſſity 
of a Holy Life, or how can an 
fach Neceſſity be prov'd ? Accotds 
ing to theſe. Notions, it can 
be neither Unreaſonable nor Un- 


righteous to pardon the worſt of 
and So 


Sins, vileſt of Sinners, 


and that too without any manner 
of Relenting or Contrition, any 


D5enitential Sorrow or Humihation: 
For his Will muſt be Abſolute, and 
his Dominion Incontrollable.——— 
But then what does it ſignify how 


any Man lives? For as God has 
without all queſtion an Abſolute » 


Right over us, fo it he may rea- 


ſonably, and righteoufly, and con- 
ſiſtently with his Juſtice and Truth 


exerciſe that Sovereign Right in 


an Arbitrary Remiſſion of all Sin, 


I do not fee, upon theſe Principles, 


I fay, 


depends only on the uncertain, un- 
the Supreme. Where he will re- 
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Is fay, but that it would be reaſo- 
nable and becoming us to expect 
it from him. For I muſt confeſs 
myſelf to have ſuch an Opinion of 
his Goodneſs and his Love to Man- 
kind, that from ſo kind and gra- 
cious a Father we have all the 
reaſon in the World to expect and 
depend upon all the Mercy and 
Grace, and Favour and Happineſs 
that he can in a due regard to 
himſelf, and to the Glory of his 
Attributes exhibit. Vengeance and 
Puniſhment are chiefly. uſeful to 
ſupport the Character of theſe. 
And in truth if there was not this 
Neceſſity for them, I cannot fee 
but that the worſt of Sinners might 
be ſafe. And then what uſcleſs 
and inſignificant Things would Re- 
ligion- and Obedience be? What 
does it fignify how any Man lives, 
it all his Hope depends at laſt on 
the Abſolute Will of the Supreme 
Judge, and that Will is not deter- 
mind by any neceſſary Principles 
of Natural Juſtice, but is abſolute- 
ly free from all ſuch Regards, and 
entirely at Liberty, without any 
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. Blemiſh to its Righteouſneſs, ts 
fave or to condemn at Pleaſure ? 
At this rate the worſt of Sinners 
would certainly be ſav'd. This is 
the Conſequence of an Abſolute 
and Arbitrary Remiſſion of Sins, 
and I think it is apparently deſtru- 
tive of all our Obligations to Holi- 
ne and irrt et 

If it ſhould be pretended that 
however God is at liberty to exer- 

„ ciſe, or to recede from his Right, 

yet that he will moſt certainly paſs 

| Sentence according to his Laws, 

| and Conſtitutions, and Decrees, TI 

| muſt beg leave to ask. How does 

|| that appear? Or where are thoſe 

Laws and Conſtitutions to be found? 

| By the Light of Nature we have 

but very little, and that too uncer- 
tain Knowledge of theſe Things. 

Is it then from the Books of Holy 

Scripture? If it be, this looks at 

the laſt, and after all that has 

been pretended to the contrary, as 
tho* there was ſome real Expediency 
in, and ſome valuable Advantage 
to be expected from Divine Reye- 
lation. But in what Parts of the 
15 1 | Holy 
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ment the Decree runs, wes oy | 
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Holy Scripture are ſuch ſetled Laws 
to be found? In the Old Tefta- 


"how ſhalt live, That is, 

ſes its Rewards only to an dloluec 
and entire = ag 'This there- 
fore is that Law which has includ- 


Gal. il 111.22. e All antes Sin, and by Which iS 


Rom. xx. 


19, 20. 


the Knowledge of Sin, and which 
was moſt particularly intended to 


convince us that we are al Guilty 
before God. And therefore, if this 


be the Law by which Almight 
God will determine himſelf, it 81 


Law of Fear and Terror, but not 


of H 


by which God: will judge us? It 

is ſo, indeed, to us Chiriſtians eſpe- 
nl And: this is that Gofpel 
which we Preach, and which the 
Men with whom: we have now. to 


do, Diſdain, and Scorn, and Re- 


on this very account, as threat- 


F ning everlaſting Damnation to their 


Sins and Vices, and giving no 
Hope to Sinners from a meer Ar- 
Power, * ce ſetting forth 
xt Rules of Juſtice, and e- 
ſtabliſh'd 


Is WE the Goſpel of Chai 
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ſtabliſſd Principles of Righteouf- 


neſs and Religion, as even demons 
ſtrate the Neceſſity of Holineſs 5 


our Happineſs. And I am mi 


| — in my Opinion the 
Reafonablench, 2b Truth and Ex- 


cellency of theſe Principles, when 
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— more we examine and reflect 


thoſe Notions and Opinions 
which our Adverſaries advance in 
oppoſition to them, the more we 
find them thwarting our common 


Sentiments of the Perfections of God, 
buoying up wicked and un godly 
Men 22 vain deceitful — 


tions, and deſtroying the Neeeſſi- 


— 4 a Religious and an Holy 


Not ſo the Goſpel of the Bleſſed 
Fefus, nor the Doctrin of our Re- 


demption by his Blood; in that 


he direct Repugnancy between Sin 


_ between a ſtate of 


a ſtate of Immortality, 


1 — * appears to have been the 
true Ground of our Redemption, 
and of the Neceſſity of it to our 


Salvation, demonſtrates - above all 
Things the. abſolute ann of 


Holi- 


| 


folineſs, that we may be Hap: 


1 


Sin, which from the Beginning 
was, ſtill is, and will be to all E- 
ternity, a certain Bar to tlie Hap- 


pineſs of Mankind. If we are Sin- 


ners, we muſt be Miſerable: If 
in a ſtate of Sin, we muſt be alſo 
in a ſtate of Miſery and Death, 


obnoxious to Vengeance, Wrath 


and Torments. This God decreed 
before the Foundations of the World 


were laid, and the Nature of Things 
requires it. And an Ordinance that 


is thus Everlaſting and Unchange- 


able in its Nature, as founded in 
the Eternal Reaſon and Relation 
of Things, muſt have its Force 
and Obligation as well after our 


Redemption as before it. He there- 
fore that is ſtill a Sinner, muſt ſtill 
be Miſerable,” and periſh in his 


Iniquities. All that even this Ex- 
piation and Redemption by the 
Death of Chriſt pretends to, is on- 
ly to fave us by delivering us from 
a ſtate of Sin, that We might he- 
come capable of Mercy; and there- 
by to remove that great Obſtacle 


and 
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and 5 8 has we were under 
hy Sin, to Happineſs. And for this 
Reaſon Repentance is made the 
neceſſary and indiſpenſable Condi- 
tion of it. But then he that will 
not be deliver'd from his Sins 
When he may; he that will not 
forſake them when God has put 
it into his Power; he that will 
ſtill commit them, and ſtill con- 
tinue in them, and hates to be 
Reform'd, he fees in this one fin- 
gle Principle how certain and in j 


evitable, his everlaſting Miſery an 


- 4 


Ruin \muſt needs be. A Sinner, 
whether Redeem' d, or not Re- 
deem'd, muſt be Miſerable, becauſe 
a. ſtate of Sin and an happy Im- 
mortality are abſolutely Repugnant 
and Incompatible. This is 4 Prin- 
ciple that Zeitabliſhes the Neceſſity 
of s Relgiqus and Holy Life, upon. 
ſuch an everlaſting. Foundation as 


And which is very, conliderable, ug... 


in this 


ig lea ves i no a difpen- ſing Power. 


ling. Power, | no not even to God * Go. 


himkli, beyond the fixt Rules and 
'® 1721 1 * 5 5 | 4 teouſneſs. 
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| oy Pur a8 u his Laws! as 
gainſt Sin have their Foundation in 
tlie wa. Perfections of his own Na- 
_ d it was not an Ind. ifferent 
wn — _Thi ng with him, "whether. he would 
e 5 is it 5 he will execute 
cor qu; them by taking Vengeance on Sin- 
deficiuns a ners. But the Puniſhment of Sin 
— becomes as abſolutely neceſſary” as 
c. 45. hs the. Prohibition of it. The oe 18 
| as Eſſential to His Juſtice, as the o- 
ther can be to his Holineſs. And 
as 4 Diſlike and Deteſtation of Sin 
cannot be more properly ſhewn 
before.” It is committed, than in ſol⸗ 
licitous Endea vors by Laws and 
1 | Precepts, by Prohib [tions and 'Threat- 
nings to prevent it; ſo neither 
can ey. after the Con union of 
1 0 „thing better tkan by the 


Frutts of God Diſpleaſure in a 
juſt Severity of Puniſhments ; 7 Which 

ſin 814 Reflection ſbews, That: us 
© he 14 ws and Commands of be 
Were 6 A ate not trifling anck indiffe- 
5 ppointments, intended only 
to. enflave and enthral Mankind 
With undeferv'd Strictneſs and Ar- 


_ 
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bitrary Rigour, but the eſtabliſtod 
Offices of. Effential Righteouſneſs, 
and as ſuch, 6f Indiſpenſable and 
Eternal Oblis ation; ſo neither are 
the ſexere | hreatnings of Venge- 
ance, nor the dreadful Denuncia- 
tions of Hell Torments, ſo often 
to be met with in the New Te- 
ſtament, the empty Feints of un- 
determind SR. intended to 
Bugbear and Frię ten Men from 
5 the Delights and Fleaſures that 
they might zocker wie quietly and 
realonably enjoy, but moſt Righ- 
teous and equitable Decrees, and 
as fuch, the eternal Counſels and 
unchang geable Purpoſes of a Juſt, 4 
Wie, 4 ure and Holy God; ch 
as: be decreed to Govern” us 
and to judge us by, before the 
Foundations of the World were 
Haid; and will never recede from; 
no" not When thoſe Foundations 
hall be deftroy'd: * Haven and 
Earth ſball puſs away,' but ons for, of 
one rtl of this Word; "of theſe fa. Mat-r-18. 
cred and ſwlemn Laws, of theſe 
Fryer Sanctions and Decrees, bull 
n PE 4 but all ſhall be 
1 Jab 


2 


AF + 
F 
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fulfilPd:; The Execution of ſueh a 


Law is as Reaſonable, as Neceſ- 


ſary and as Indiſpenſable as the 


enacting of it. Both have their 
Foundation in the Holineſs of God, 
and are not only Reaſonable, but 


Neceſfary, indiſpenſably Neceſſary 


to vindicate his Honour, and to 
aſſert the Wiſdom and the Juſtice 
of his Government. 

In a Word, as the whole Do- 
Arin of our Chriſtian Redemption 


- by Chriſt .proceeds upon this Foot, 


and only proceeds ſo far as to ob- 
tain Mercy and Salvgtion for us, 
on the Conditions of Repentance 
and Faith in Chriſt, in whoſe 
Name it is Preach'd, thro? Whoſe 
Merits and Mediation it is accept - 
ed, and without Which no Expia- 
tion could avail us; nothing in 
Nature can, I think, go: farther 


to convince us of our indiſpenſable 


Obligations to this neceſſary Duty, 
nor indeed have greater Influence 


1 perſuade us to ſet about it; | 


without which all our Hope comes to 
nothing, and Man muſt as certainly 


Periſh, as he could have done if 


Chi 


- 


in this 
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Chriſt had never Died. An impe- 


nitent, wilful Sinner is ſtill as much 
and as certainly in a ſtate of Sin 
and Damnation, as he was, or 
ever could have been without any 
fuch Expiation or Atonement: With- 
out Repentance all muſt Periſh. ö 
Thus you ſee that every thing 

Lagen, its Precepts, its 
Promiſes, its uren © its Do- 
arins, the myſterious Work of our 
Redemption, and all the Principles 
on which *tis founded, and by 
Which it is beſt to be accounted 


for, and the Conditions too on 
which the Benefits of it are exhi- 


bited; do all of them with one 


— Conſent recommend | Virtue and 


Goodneſs as neceſfary to our Hap- 
pineſs, do ſet forth the Danger 
and the Miſchief of Sin, as inevi- 


tably tending to our everlaſting 


Ruin and Deſtruction, and do 
much more than any other Reli- 
gion or Principles whatſoever to 
——ů— Men to be good, by of- 

ring better Evidences, and more 


| 5 Je lf that wit haut Holineſs 


ee the Lord. 


ES. | T 3 And 


And now, when all theſe Things 
ſhall be laid together, and it ſhall 
at laſt moſt manifeſtly appear, that 
our Chriſtian Do&rin of Salvation 
by the Death of Chriſt,” and the 
Expiation of his Blood, is ground- 
ed on ſounder and better Princi- 
ples, and proceeds upon juſter and 
_ wiſer Reaſonings, is much more a- 
greeable to the beſt of our Notions 
of the Divine Attributes, better 
eſtabliſhes our Belief both of God's 
Holineſs and Juſtice, is much more 
for his Honour in reconciling; the 
Harmony of his Divine A 
dorable Perfections, and is emi- 
nently much more both for the 
Conſolation and Inſtruction, and 
Conviction of Mankind, than any ' 
other Principles which our Adver- 
ſaries can fer up; when, T fay, 
both the Glory of God, and the 
Comfort of Men are found very 
viſible and conſpicuous in thats 
very Inſtances in which our Ad- 
verſaries pretended to have ſpy'd 
the contrary, it muſt, I hope, be 
granted me, what I aſſerted in the 

ginning, vis. That the * 
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and Objections brought by thoſe 
Men againſt the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, and its Doctrin of Salvati- 
con by Jeſus ee alone, proceed 
not ſo much from the Strength 
of their Reaſon, as from the in- 
vincible Power of their violent 
Prejudices and Diſaffection. Not 
that they are either Wiſer, or Bet 
ter than other Men; not that they 
have ſounder. Judgments, a deeper 
Penetration, or more . diſcerning 
Spirits; but that their Minds are 
blinded, and their Underſtandings 
darken'd, and their Judgments inta- 
tuated by their Luſts. They ſee indeed 
what the natural Tendency of ſuch 
à Religion and ſuch a Diſpenſation 
is. It ſhews them their Danger 
by their Sins, and makes them 
ſenſible that they muſt either for- 
fake their Vices, or periſh by 
them. And therefore the) hate it, 


as King Aha did the Prophet Mi- 1 Kings 
caiah, becauſe it does not Propheſie xxii. 8, 


Good concerning them, but Evil." Theſe 
Men, it ſeems, would be Wicked 
here, and yet be Happy hereafter 
too. And 5 unwilling they 
TI - 1 4 . 


Ae — of God, 


are to abandon their deteſtable and 


abominable Iniquities, Adult 
Fornication, Intemperance, u- 
ality, and all Uncdleanneſs; yet 
they are loth for theſe their Ent 


Pleaſure's ſake to be condemn'd 
to Everlaſting Miſery and Tor- 
ments. This ſhocks them; tis an 


ungrateful Sentence, and they know 


not how to bear it: Therefore 
they become the avow'd Enemies 


to à Religion, that by denouncing 
ſuch Threatnings is an avow'd E- 
nemy to their Iniquities: Ie that 
does Evil hateth the Light, neither 


Ich. i. a. cometh to the Light, leſt his Deeds 


ſbould be reprotid. But would theſe 
Men inſtead of boaſting themſelves: 


ſafe in 4 ſincere Enquiiy, when at 


the ſame time they treat both the 
Goſpel and all its ſacred Ordinan- 
ces with all the vileſt Contempt 
imaginable; would they be indeed 
Serious and heartily Sincere, and 
would they approve themſelves ſo 
by Modely in their Reaſonings, 
and Reverence in their Diſcourſes, f 
and by what. even Ariſtotle him- 
ſelf would in. this Caſe require, x 


5 7 


5 ent en. its Divine Autho, 


in the Redemptianiof Man. a 
by taſting the Agreeableneſs of 
ſuch a Law in detled Practice 
and habitual Experience, they 
would diſcern its Reaſonableneſs, 
they would approve, they would 
admire its Excellencies as well as 
other Renz 1 mean as all wiſe 
and all good Men ever have done 
thro? the World. F aui Man will Joh vii. 3 
do hi, Will, he ſpall: Pads bis Do- 
dtrin whether it be of God. But this Joh. ii. 19 
is the Condemnatian, that Light is 
come into the World, and 'Men' have 
loved Darkneſs rather than Light, bes "= 
| 2 their Deeds are eil. ; 
And what now - ſhall we fag 
more to theſe obſtinate and 
tinacious wicked Men, who: cho 
rather to Scorn, and Revile, and 
Diſdain our _ ion, than to be 
reclaimd by it? Let me only 
leave this one Remark with them, 
which. I think their own. Conſci- 
ences, notwithſtanding all their 
pretended Sincerity, muſt confirm 
to them; I mean this, That if 
God has exhibited. the Chriſtian 
| Religion to Mankind with ſuſficis - 


\% 


11 rity 


OMe and Truth; gi chis he muſt 
be ſupposd to have done, and 
that —— an Evidence ſuitable to 
every common Underſtanding, or 
elſe hom ſball he judge the World for 
their Neglect and their Contempt 
of it? _— Lau, if he Mean 
their- 'Nidrions and: Resſonings a 
gainſt it at the laſt great Day, it 
muſt render all their Wickedneſs 
inexcuſable, and their Condemna- 
tion without any juſt Pretences of 
Complaint. It is in vain for: them 
to plead, or to pretend that they 
2 'd and examin'd as well as 
could. While they have this 
— ion ſet before em with the 
ſame Evidences of its Divine Au- 
thority and Truth, with the ſame 
Excellencies and Advantages that 
have ſatisfy d other Men, the E- 
vent alone ſufficiently ſhews that 
they: have not, and * not reaſon 


about it as other Men do: For if 
they did, they alſo would have 
believid. Wherever therefore the 
Fault may lie, whether in their 
Sat Heedleſsneſs and Neglect, in 


Pride 


* 


P ride of Spire alk an overwean- 

ing Opinion of their own” Under- 
Randing and Reaſon,” or wich is 
more common, in an obſtinate Pre- 
judice and violent Difaffection in 
favour to their beloved Luſts and 
Vices, it's plain even to Demon ſtra⸗ 


tion, that where Religion is exhi- 
bited in common to all Men, Ind 


with the ſame common Evidence 
to all alike; and while ſome be- 
lieve and adhere to it, others do 
not, there muſt be d very great 
Detect in thoſe Mens Examinati- 
ons — do not believe: Whatever 
Evil be the Cauſe of it, there muſt 
- a Fault either in their -Enquiry, 
or in their Judgment paſt upon is | 
i And then the Matter all comes at 
laſt to this, that either Almighty 
God himſelf muſt be thought to 
Blame, in having promule*d a Law 
from Heaven to be obſerv'd 
Mankind under the Penalty of E- 
verlaſting Damnation, and yet 
without Evidence and Proof ſuſfi- 
cient to convince Mankind; or 
__ that Mankind in not having 
us d chat Evidence witly kg 
are. 
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Care and Faithfulneſ he muſt 
have monſtrous Notions of the Dei- 
ty, that will. not impute the Miſ- 
carriage rather unto Men than un- 
If there be Wiſdom, and Good- 
neſs, and Juſtice, and Righteouſ- 
neſa with Him, he muſt be ſup- 
pos'd to have exhibired Religion 
with ſufficient Evidence. And if 
he has, where are all their Preten- 
ces ta Sincerity? No, it muſt be 
found at laſt, that theſe Mens Un- 
belief proceeded from Careleſneſs, 
or Prejudice and a violent Diſaffecti- 
on. And it will be a moſt deplo- 
rable Thing for em to make theſe 
Diſcoyeries too late: Too late, I 
mean, to do em Service, and to 
preyent their Ruin. Not to diſcern 
the Truth and Divine Authority of 
the Chriſtian Religion, till the Senſe 
of it ſeryes only the more infallibly 
to aſſure them of their own 'ever- 
laſting Condemnation. And all the 
Diſcoveries which they ſhall then 
make of its Excellencies, and of the 
Reaſonableneſs both of its Doctrins 
and its Duties, hall ſerve only to 
6 þ ab | 55 | CON- 
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convince dem of the Gobdneſs of 
God to em, and of their own ob- 


ſtinate Wickedneſs and Folly to as 
buſe it; ſhall then only ſerve to let 


em ſee that once they had Oppor- 


tunities graciouſly vouchſafed em 
of ſecuring their Everlaſting Salva- 
tion by the Merits and Mediation 


of Jeſus Chriſt, but having fooliſhly 
and profanely neglected thoſe, _— 
muſt now. periſh in their Infidelity, 
and be Miſerable to all — 


without Hope, without Relief, and 


Without Yxcuſe. 
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: Anſwer to a late Book, Entituled, 
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Cities of Religion Recommend: 
In Confideration of the Certain- 


ry of its Principles, the Reaſonable- 


neſs of its Duties, and the great 
Wiſdom of Mankind in ſerving God; 


with reſpe& both to the Advantages 


of this Life and the Recompences of 
the next. To which is added a brief 
Account how thoſe who incline to 
Religion may beſt Sung their good 


Deſires to good Effect 


A Vindication of the Ri ghts and 


Privileges of the Chriſtian — 
In which are defended the Divine 
Charter of its Incorporation: The 
Divine Inſtitution of its Miniſti 

Its Authority in Ordination, Di ei 
pline and Cenſures: And tlie Con- 


| ſiſtency of all theſe with the 2 


macy of the Civil Magiſtrate: I 
The 


Fg 


CATALOGUE. 
The Rights of the Chriſtian Charch 
Aſſerted, &c. | | 
A Vindication of Infant Baptiſm. 
from the Four chief Objettions 
brought againſt it, vis. 1. From 
the Natural Incapacity of Infants. 
2. From their not actually Believing; 
3. From the want of an Expreſs 
Command to Baptize them. 4. From 
the want of Scripture Precedents for 
it. The Second Edition. All Sold 
by John Mat. EM 
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